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In this chapter, we will explore the intricate political dynamics and
lobbying efforts that underpin the unwavering support for Israel
from the United States and Western nations. This includes
examining the role of various political groups, lobbying
organizations, and key actors in shaping policy decisions and public
opinion.

2.1 Historical Context of Political Support for Israel

2.1.1 The Cold War Era

o Geopolitical Considerations
o The Cold War significantly influenced U.S. foreign
policy in the Middle East. Israel emerged as a
strategic ally against Soviet expansionism, leading to
increased military and economic support.
e Military Alliances
o The U.S. established a military partnership with
Israel, providing advanced weaponry and
intelligence sharing, which solidified Israel’s
position as a key player in regional politics.

2.1.2 Post-Cold War Developments

« Shifts in Policy
o After the Cold War, U.S. foreign policy in the
Middle East underwent changes, focusing on
promoting democracy and stability. However,
support for Israel remained a constant, often viewed
through the lens of shared democratic values.
« Peace Process Initiatives
o Efforts such as the Oslo Accords showcased the U.S.
commitment to peace in the region, often positioning
Israel as a partner in promoting stability, even as
tensions with Palestinians persisted.
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2.2 The Role of Lobbying Organizations
2.2.1 AIPAC and Its Influence

e American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)

o AIPAC is one of the most prominent pro-Israel
lobbying organizations in the U.S. Its primary goal is
to strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship through
political advocacy, mobilizing support from
lawmakers, and influencing public opinion.

« Grassroots Mobilization

o AIPAC engages grassroots supporters through
training programs, conferences, and campaigns to
raise awareness about Israeli issues, effectively
creating a network of advocates across the country.

2.2.2 Other Key Organizations

e JStreet
o J Street presents itself as a pro-Israel, pro-peace
organization, advocating for a two-state solution and
more diplomatic engagement. Its emergence
highlights a growing debate within the Jewish
community about the direction of U.S.-Israel
relations.
e Zionist Organizations
o Various Zionist organizations, such as the Zionist
Organization of America (ZOA) and the World
Zionist Organization (WZQ), promote Jewish
interests and support for Israel through educational
and advocacy efforts.

2.3 Political Contributions and Electoral Influence

2.3.1 Campaign Contributions
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e Financial Support
o Lobbying organizations and pro-Israel groups
provide significant campaign contributions to
political candidates who support pro-Israel policies.
This financial backing often shapes candidates’
stances on Middle East issues.
e Impact on Elections
o The influence of Jewish voters and pro-Israel
organizations can be decisive in key electoral races,
particularly in districts with large Jewish
populations. Candidates may feel pressure to align
with pro-Israel sentiments to secure votes and
financial backing.

2.3.2 Congressional Support

e Bipartisan Consensus
o Support for Israel has historically been bipartisan in
Congress, with lawmakers from both parties
advocating for military aid and political backing.
This consensus reflects the deep-rooted ties between
the U.S. and Israel.
e Legislation and Resolutions
o Congress frequently passes resolutions reaffirming
U.S. support for Israel and condemning anti-lsrael
actions. These legislative efforts solidify the political
commitment to Israel within the U.S. government.

2.4 Public Opinion and Media Influence
2.4.1 Shaping Public Perception
o Media Coverage
o Media portrayal of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

significantly impacts public opinion. Pro-Israel
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narratives often dominate mainstream media,
framing Israel as a democratic ally surrounded by
hostile adversaries.
« Educational Initiatives

o Pro-Israel organizations invest in educational
initiatives to promote understanding of Israel’s
history, culture, and security challenges, aiming to
influence public sentiment favorably.

2.4.2 Counter-Narratives and Activism

o Palestinian Advocacy
o The rise of pro-Palestinian activism and movements
like BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) has
sought to challenge dominant narratives and
highlight Palestinian rights. These efforts reflect a
growing awareness of the complexities of the
conflict.
e Impact of Social Media
o Social media platforms have become vital tools for
both pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian advocates,
allowing for broader engagement and mobilization of
grassroots movements, impacting public discourse
and perceptions.

2.5 International Dynamics
2.5.1 Global Perspectives on U.S. Support for Israel

e Criticism from Allies
o While many Western nations maintain strong ties
with Israel, some governments and international
organizations have criticized U.S. policies as biased
toward Israel, impacting diplomatic relations and
perceptions of American leadership.
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e Role of the UN and International Law
o The U.N. has frequently addressed the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, often condemning Israeli actions
in occupied territories. The U.S. has typically vetoed
resolutions perceived as unfavorable to Israel,
reflecting its steadfast support.

2.5.2 Changing Geopolitical Landscape

o Emerging Alliances
o The geopolitical landscape in the Middle East is
evolving, with countries like the UAE and Bahrain
normalizing relations with Israel. These
developments illustrate the shifting dynamics of
regional politics and alliances.
e Influence of Global Powers
o Countries such as Russia and China are increasing
their engagement in the Middle East, offering
alternative partnerships for Arab states. This shift
challenges the traditional U.S.-Israel relationship and
may influence future political dynamics.

Conclusion

The political dynamics and lobbying efforts surrounding U.S.
support for Israel are deeply entrenched and multifaceted. Historical
ties, lobbying organizations, electoral influence, and public opinion
all contribute to the strong political backing for Israel.
Understanding these dynamics is essential for comprehending the
complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the ongoing
challenges of achieving a sustainable peace.

7|Page



2.1 The Role of AIPAC and Other
Advocacy Groups

In this section, we will delve deeper into the role of AIPAC
(American Israel Public Affairs Committee) and other advocacy
groups in shaping U.S. policy towards Israel. These organizations
play a crucial role in lobbying, education, and mobilization,
significantly influencing public perception and legislative outcomes
regarding Israel.

2.1.1 AIPAC: The Powerhouse of Pro-Israel Lobbying

e Overview of AIPAC
o Founded in 1951, AIPAC is one of the most
influential pro-Israel lobbying organizations in the
United States. Its primary goal is to promote a strong
U.S.-Israel relationship through political advocacy,
education, and grassroots mobilization.
« Policy Influence
o AIPAC works to ensure that U.S. foreign policy
remains favorable to Israel, advocating for military
aid, economic support, and a strong diplomatic
alliance. The organization actively engages with
lawmakers to influence policy decisions related to
Israel.
e Annual Policy Conference
o AIPAC hosts an annual policy conference that
attracts thousands of attendees, including members
of Congress, policymakers, and activists. This
conference serves as a platform for discussing pro-
Israel strategies, sharing success stories, and
galvanizing support for Israel.

2.1.2 Grassroots Mobilization and Advocacy
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o Grassroots Initiatives
o AIPAC engages in grassroots initiatives, training
individuals to become effective advocates for Israel.
These programs educate supporters on key issues
and empower them to communicate their views to
elected officials and the public.
e Local Chapters
o AIPAC operates numerous local chapters across the
U.S., fostering community engagement and activism.
These chapters often organize events, educational
seminars, and advocacy campaigns to raise
awareness about Israel's significance.
o Legislative Advocacy
o AIPAC encourages constituents to reach out to their
representatives, emphasizing the importance of a
robust U.S.-Israel relationship. The organization
provides resources, such as template letters and
talking points, to assist advocates in their outreach
efforts.

2.1.3 Other Key Advocacy Organizations

e JStreet
o J Street positions itself as a pro-Israel, pro-peace
organization that advocates for a two-state solution
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It seeks to broaden
the conversation around U.S.-Israel relations,
promoting diplomatic engagement and addressing
issues related to human rights.
« StandWithUs
o StandWithUs is an international grassroots
organization focused on educating the public about
Israel and combating anti-Semitism. It engages
students and young professionals through
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educational programs, campus initiatives, and social
media campaigns.
e The Zionist Organization of America (ZOA)

o Established in 1897, the ZOA is one of the oldest
Zionist organizations in the U.S. It advocates for
strong U.S.-Israel relations and works to combat
anti-Israel sentiment through education and activism.

e The World Zionist Organization (WZO)

o The WZO promotes Jewish identity, heritage, and
community involvement. It supports various
initiatives in Israel and engages in advocacy to
strengthen Jewish ties to the state.

2.1.4 The Impact of Advocacy Groups on U.S. Foreign Policy

o Legislative Successes
o Advocacy groups have successfully influenced
numerous legislative initiatives, including increased
military aid to Israel and the passing of resolutions
that reaffirm U.S. support. These successes
underscore the effectiveness of their lobbying
efforts.
e Impact on Public Opinion
o Advocacy organizations play a vital role in shaping
public opinion about Israel. Through media
campaigns, educational initiatives, and community
outreach, they strive to create a favorable narrative
surrounding Israel and its policies.
e Countering Criticism
o Inthe face of criticism of Israeli policies, advocacy
groups work to counter negative perceptions and
highlight Israel's contributions to global security,
technology, and democracy. They emphasize the
historical and moral imperatives of supporting Israel.
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2.1.5 Challenges Faced by Advocacy Groups

o Diverse Perspectives within the Jewish Community
o While organizations like AIPAC represent
mainstream pro-Israel sentiments, there are diverse
perspectives within the Jewish community regarding
Israel's policies and actions. Groups advocating for
Palestinian rights or promoting alternative narratives
challenge the traditional pro-Israel stance.
e Increasing Polarization
o The political landscape surrounding U.S.-Israel
relations has become increasingly polarized. Some
lawmakers and activists question the unconditional
support for Israel, advocating for a more balanced
approach that considers Palestinian rights and
security.
o Counter-Movements
o Advocacy groups face challenges from movements
such as BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions),
which aim to apply economic and political pressure
on Israel. These movements have gained traction on
college campuses and in various communities,
complicating the pro-Israel narrative.

Conclusion

AIPAC and other advocacy groups play a pivotal role in shaping
U.S. support for Israel through lobbying, grassroots mobilization,
and public education. While these organizations have achieved
significant successes in influencing policy and public opinion, they
also face challenges from within the Jewish community and broader
society. Understanding the dynamics of these advocacy efforts is
essential for grasping the complexities of U.S.-Israel relations and
the ongoing discourse surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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Structure and Strategies of Influential
Lobbying

In this sub-chapter, we will explore the organizational structure,
strategies, and tactics employed by influential lobbying groups,
specifically focusing on those that advocate for Israel in the U.S.
and Europe. Understanding these elements is crucial for
comprehending how lobbying shapes political discourse and policy
decisions.

2.1.1.1 Organizational Structure of Lobbying Groups

« Hierarchical Framework
o Most lobbying organizations, including AIPAC,
have a clear hierarchical structure consisting of
executive leadership, board members, and various
committees. This structure allows for streamlined
decision-making and effective coordination of
advocacy efforts.
e Regional and Local Chapters
o Many lobbying groups maintain regional and local
chapters that facilitate grassroots engagement and
activism. These chapters are essential for mobilizing
community members, organizing events, and
fostering relationships with local politicians.
o Professional Staff and VVolunteers
o Lobbying organizations typically employ
professional staff who specialize in areas such as
policy analysis, communications, fundraising, and
grassroots mobilization. VVolunteers often
supplement this staff, providing additional support
for campaigns and initiatives.
e Advisory Boards

13|Page



o

Many lobbying groups have advisory boards
consisting of influential figures from politics,
academia, and business. These boards provide
strategic guidance and lend credibility to the
organization's efforts.

2.1.1.2 Strategies Employed by Lobbying Groups

Direct Lobbying

o

Lobbying organizations engage in direct lobbying by
meeting with lawmakers, staffers, and government
officials to advocate for specific policies and
legislation. This may involve presenting research,
providing expert testimony, and making formal
requests for support.

Coalition Building

@)

Effective lobbying often involves forming coalitions
with other organizations that share similar goals. By
collaborating with allies, lobbying groups can
amplify their influence and present a united front on
critical issues.

Grassroots Mobilization

O

Mobilizing grassroots support is a key strategy for
lobbying organizations. This involves training
advocates, organizing rallies, and encouraging
constituents to contact their elected officials.
Grassroots efforts help demonstrate broad public
support for pro-Israel initiatives.

Public Relations Campaigns

o

Lobbying groups engage in public relations
campaigns to shape public perception and opinion
about Israel. These campaigns may include media
outreach, social media engagement, and targeted
advertising to counter negative narratives and
promote a positive image of Israel.
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e Educational Initiatives

o

Many lobbying organizations invest in educational
initiatives aimed at informing the public,
policymakers, and students about Israel's history,
contributions, and challenges. These initiatives often
include seminars, workshops, and educational
materials that highlight Israel's significance.

o Political Contributions

o

Lobbying groups often contribute to political
campaigns, providing financial support to candidates
who align with their goals. By backing sympathetic
candidates, these organizations seek to increase their
influence within the political system.

e lIssue Advocacy

o

In addition to lobbying for specific legislation,
advocacy groups often engage in issue advocacy.
This involves raising awareness about broader issues
related to Israel, such as security concerns, human
rights, and economic partnerships.

2.1.1.3 Tactics Used in Lobbying Efforts

e Research and Data Utilization

o

Effective lobbying relies on solid research and data
to support arguments. Organizations frequently
commission studies or compile statistics that
demonstrate the importance of U.S.-Israel relations,
the benefits of military aid, and the potential
consequences of alternative policies.

e Targeted Messaging

o

Lobbying groups tailor their messaging to resonate
with different audiences, including lawmakers, the
media, and the general public. This targeted

approach allows them to address specific concerns
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and interests, increasing the likelihood of garnering
support.
e Crisis Management
o Intimes of crisis, lobbying organizations often
engage in rapid response efforts to counter negative
publicity or political challenges. This may involve
issuing statements, mobilizing supporters, and
leveraging media contacts to shift the narrative.
o Leveraging Personal Relationships
o Building personal relationships with lawmakers is a
crucial aspect of lobbying. Advocacy organizations
often prioritize establishing rapport with key
decision-makers, which can lead to more favorable
outcomes during negotiations.

Conclusion

The structure and strategies employed by influential lobbying
groups, particularly those advocating for Israel, are designed to
maximize their impact on U.S. and European policy. By employing
a combination of direct lobbying, grassroots mobilization, public
relations campaigns, and strategic partnerships, these organizations
effectively shape the political landscape surrounding U.S.-Israel
relations. Understanding these dynamics provides insight into how
lobbying influences foreign policy decisions and public opinion.
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Case Studies of Successful Initiatives

In this sub-chapter, we will explore specific case studies that
illustrate successful initiatives undertaken by lobbying groups to
bolster support for Israel. These examples demonstrate the effective
strategies employed and the impact of advocacy on U.S. and
European foreign policy.

2.1.2.1 The U.S.-Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of
2012

e Background

o The U.S.-Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act
aimed to strengthen military and security ties
between the U.S. and Israel, ensuring continued
American support for Israel’s defense capabilities.

o Key Players

o AIPAC played a crucial role in advocating for this
legislation, mobilizing grassroots support and
engaging lawmakers from both parties. The
organization worked closely with other pro-Israel
groups, emphasizing the strategic importance of
Israel to U.S. national security.

o Strategies Employed

o Grassroots Mobilization: AIPAC organized rallies
and calls to action, encouraging constituents to
contact their representatives in support of the bill.

o Direct Lobbying: AIPAC representatives met with
lawmakers to present data on Israel’s security needs
and the mutual benefits of enhanced cooperation.

o Media Campaigns: The organization launched a
public relations campaign highlighting Israel's
contributions to U.S. security and the necessity of
maintaining a strong military alliance.
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o Outcome
o The bill was passed overwhelmingly by Congress,
reflecting bipartisan support for enhancing U.S.-
Israel security cooperation. This initiative
exemplifies how lobbying efforts can lead to
significant legislative successes.

2.1.2.2 The U.S. Israel Military Assistance Program

e Background

o The U.S. Israel Military Assistance Program is a
long-standing initiative providing significant military
aid to Israel, aimed at ensuring its qualitative
military edge in the region.

o Key Players

o AIPAC and other pro-Israel advocacy groups have
been instrumental in securing military assistance
through their lobbying efforts.

o Strategies Employed

o Coalition Building: AIPAC formed coalitions with
defense contractors and other organizations to
emphasize the mutual benefits of military aid for
U.S. interests.

o Educational Initiatives: Advocacy groups
conducted briefings for lawmakers to illustrate the
importance of military assistance to Israel's defense
and regional stability.

o Political Contributions: Lobbying groups provided
campaign contributions to key legislators who
supported military aid, ensuring ongoing support for
funding initiatives.

o Outcome

o Over the years, the U.S. has committed tens of
billions of dollars in military aid to Israel,
reinforcing the bilateral relationship and enhancing
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Israel's defense capabilities. This program is often
cited as a successful example of effective lobbying
influencing foreign aid policy.

2.1.2.3 The Passage of the Taylor Force Act in 2018

e Background

o The Taylor Force Act sought to cut U.S. economic
aid to the Palestinian Authority unless it ceased
payments to individuals convicted of terrorism.

o Key Players

o AIPAC and other pro-Israel organizations lobbied
vigorously for the passage of this act, framing it as a
necessary measure to hold the Palestinian Authority
accountable.

o Strategies Employed

o Direct Lobbying: AIPAC organized meetings
between lawmakers and victims of terrorism to
illustrate the impact of Palestinian payments to
terrorists.

o Public Campaigns: Advocacy groups conducted
campaigns to raise awareness about the issue, using
social media and traditional media to inform the
public and lawmakers.

o Grassroots Mobilization: AIPAC encouraged
supporters to contact their representatives, resulting
in significant public support for the legislation.

o Outcome

o The Taylor Force Act was passed as part of a larger
appropriations bill, reflecting the effectiveness of
lobbying in shaping U.S. policy toward the
Palestinian Authority and emphasizing a more
hardline stance in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

2.1.2.4 The 2015 Iran Nuclear Deal Controversy
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e Background

o The Iran Nuclear Deal, formally known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), was a
significant diplomatic agreement aimed at curbing
Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for sanctions
relief.

o Key Players

o AIPAC and other pro-Israel groups vehemently
opposed the deal, arguing it would empower Iran and
pose a direct threat to Israel.

o Strategies Employed

o Intense Lobbying: AIPAC organized a robust
lobbying campaign, urging Congress to reject the
deal. This included meetings with key lawmakers
and coordinated outreach efforts.

o Public Awareness Campaigns: Advocacy groups
launched extensive media campaigns highlighting
the potential dangers of the deal for Israel and the
U.S.

o Coalition Building: AIPAC collaborated with other
organizations and influential figures to create a
coalition opposing the agreement, emphasizing a
united front against perceived threats.

e Outcome

o Despite the eventual approval of the deal by the
Obama administration, the lobbying efforts
significantly influenced public and congressional
debate, highlighting the potential consequences for
Israel and leading to the Trump administration's
withdrawal from the agreement in 2018.

Conclusion

These case studies illustrate the effectiveness of lobbying initiatives
undertaken by organizations such as AIPAC in influencing U.S.
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policy toward Israel. Through strategic lobbying, grassroots
mobilization, and public awareness campaigns, these groups have
successfully shaped legislation and public discourse, highlighting
the complex dynamics of U.S.-Israel relations.
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2.2 Political Donations and Elections

In this sub-chapter, we will examine the role of political donations
in shaping U.S. and European foreign policy toward Israel. The
influence of financial contributions in elections and the broader
implications of these donations on political decision-making will be
analyzed.

2.2.1 Overview of Political Donations

o Definition and Importance
o Political donations are financial contributions made
to candidates, political parties, or political action
committees (PACs) to support their electoral
campaigns. In many democratic systems, these
donations play a critical role in financing campaigns,
enabling candidates to communicate their messages
and connect with voters.
e Regulatory Framework
o Inthe U.S., political donations are regulated by the
Federal Election Commission (FEC), which sets
limits on contributions and requires disclosure of
donors. However, the rise of Super PACs and the
Supreme Court's ruling in Citizens United v. FEC
(2010) have significantly altered the landscape,
allowing for unlimited contributions from
individuals and organizations.

2.2.2 The Role of Donations in Supporting Pro-Israel
Candidates

e Targeting Key Elections
o Pro-lIsrael advocacy groups strategically target key
elections and candidates who are likely to support
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Israel. This includes federal elections for Congress as
well as state and local races where policies impacting
Israel may be influenced.

e ldentifying Sympathetic Candidates

o

Organizations such as AIPAC and other pro-Israel
groups assess candidates' positions on Israel and
related foreign policy issues. Contributions are made
to candidates who demonstrate a strong commitment
to supporting Israel, regardless of party affiliation.

2.2.3 Patterns of Contributions

e Major Donors and Organizations

o

Prominent donors and organizations play a
significant role in funding pro-Israel candidates. For
example, wealthy individuals and families, such as
Sheldon Adelson and the Ziegler family, have made
substantial contributions to candidates who advocate
for strong U.S.-Israel ties.

o Political Action Committees (PACs)

@)

Pro-lsrael PACs, such as the AIPAC Political Action
Committee, channel donations to candidates and
party committees, amplifying the impact of
individual contributions. These PACs help
coordinate funding efforts and ensure that
contributions are directed toward supportive
candidates.

2.2.4 Impact on Elections and Policy Decisions

« Influencing Election Outcomes

o

Political donations have the potential to influence
election outcomes by enabling candidates to run
more effective campaigns. Increased funding allows
candidates to reach broader audiences, communicate
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their messages effectively, and engage voters
directly.

o Strengthening the Pro-Israel Lobby

o By financially supporting pro-Israel candidates,

lobbying organizations can strengthen their position
within political circles. Elected officials who receive
support from pro-Israel donors may feel a sense of
obligation to advocate for policies aligned with those
interests.

2.2.5 Case Studies of Political Donations in Action

e Case Study 1: The 2016 Presidential Election
o Inthe 2016 election, pro-Israel donors played a
significant role in supporting candidates who
opposed the Iran Nuclear Deal. Donations from
prominent pro-Israel figures were directed toward
candidates such as Donald Trump, who promised to
take a harder line on Iran and support Israel.
o Case Study 2: Congressional Races
o During the 2020 Congressional elections, several
candidates received significant funding from pro-
Israel PACs and donors. For instance, candidates
who opposed the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement were often prioritized for financial
support, reflecting the lobbying groups’ focus on
maintaining a strong U.S.-Israel alliance.

2.2.6 Ethical Considerations and Critiques

e Concerns About Influence
o Ciritics argue that the significant financial
contributions from pro-Israel donors can lead to
undue influence over elected officials and policy
decisions. This raises ethical concerns about the role
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of money in politics and the potential for conflicts of
interest.
e Public Perception

o The visibility of political donations can affect public
perception of U.S. foreign policy. Voters may
question whether elected officials are acting in the
best interests of their constituents or responding to
the interests of major donors.

Conclusion

Political donations are a powerful tool used by pro-Israel advocacy
groups to shape electoral outcomes and influence foreign policy. By
strategically targeting key candidates and races, these organizations
ensure that pro-Israel perspectives are represented in government.
Understanding the dynamics of political donations reveals the
complexities of the U.S.-Israel relationship and the influence of
lobbying efforts on public policy.

25|Page



Impact of Jewish Donations on Political
Campaigns

Jewish donations have historically played a significant role in U.S.
political campaigns, particularly regarding issues related to Israel.
This section will explore the impact of these donations on political
campaigns, examining the trends, motivations, and consequences of
financial support from the Jewish community.

2.2.7.1 Overview of Jewish Donations

o Historical Context

@)

The Jewish community in the United States has a
long history of political engagement, dating back to
the early 20th century. Jewish donors have often
prioritized issues such as civil rights, immigration
reform, and, notably, support for Israel.

According to the Center for Responsive Politics,
Jewish donors contributed approximately $140
million to federal candidates and parties in the 2020
election cycle.

o Key Donor Networks

O

Prominent Jewish philanthropists, such as Sheldon
Adelson, Haim Saban, and Michael Bloomberg, have
made substantial contributions to candidates who
align with pro-Israel policies. Their donations are
often directed toward both Democratic and
Republican candidates, reflecting a diverse political
landscape within the Jewish community.

2.2.7.2 Motivations Behind Jewish Donations

e Support for Israel
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o

A primary motivation for many Jewish donors is the
desire to ensure the security and stability of Israel.
Donations are often made to candidates who
advocate for strong U.S.-Israel relations and policies
that protect Israel's interests.

o Combating Antisemitism

o

In recent years, rising antisemitism in the U.S. and
globally has galvanized Jewish donors to support
candidates who pledge to combat hate and promote
tolerance. This concern for community safety often
translates into financial backing for those who
advocate for these values.

« Advocacy for Progressive Causes

@)

Many Jewish donors also support candidates who
align with progressive causes, such as social justice,
health care reform, and education. This multifaceted
approach to political giving reflects a broader
commitment to issues that impact their communities.

2.2.7.3 Effects on Political Campaigns

« Shaping Campaign Narratives

O

Jewish donations can significantly influence
campaign narratives by enabling candidates to
amplify their messages through advertising and
outreach. Candidates backed by substantial Jewish
financial support often frame their platforms around
pro-lIsrael policies, tapping into the concerns of the
Jewish community.

« Enhancing Candidate Visibility

o

Financial contributions allow candidates to increase
their visibility through more extensive campaign
strategies, including television ads, social media
campaigns, and town hall meetings. This increased
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visibility can be crucial in competitive races, where
every vote counts.
o Creating Alliances and Coalitions

o Jewish donations can facilitate alliances between
candidates and advocacy groups. Candidates who
receive financial backing may align themselves more
closely with pro-Israel organizations, strengthening
relationships that can lead to further support in the
future.

2.2.7.4 Case Studies of Impact

e Case Study 1: The 2020 Presidential Election
o Inthe 2020 election, Jewish donors significantly
influenced the Democratic primary, with many
contributing to candidates who demonstrated strong
pro-lIsrael positions. Joe Biden received substantial
support from Jewish donors, which helped solidify
his candidacy and position on foreign policy.
o Case Study 2: Congressional Races
o Inseveral key congressional races, candidates with
backing from Jewish donors were able to mount
successful campaigns against incumbents who
opposed pro-Israel initiatives. For instance,
candidates in districts with significant Jewish
populations received targeted funding to challenge
candidates perceived as less supportive of Israel.

2.2.7.5 Challenges and Criticisms

e Concerns Over Influence
o Ciritics argue that substantial Jewish donations can
lead to perceptions of undue influence over elected
officials and policy decisions, particularly regarding
Israel. This concern highlights the broader debate
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about the role of money in politics and its potential
to shape legislative priorities.
« Divisions within the Jewish Community

o The diverse political landscape within the Jewish
community can lead to tensions over the direction of
financial support. Some members advocate for a
more progressive approach to Israeli-Palestinian
relations, leading to potential conflicts over which
candidates receive support.

Conclusion

Jewish donations have a profound impact on political campaigns,
shaping narratives, enhancing candidate visibility, and facilitating
alliances that prioritize pro-Israel policies. As the political
landscape continues to evolve, understanding the motivations and
implications of these donations will be crucial for analyzing the
dynamics of U.S. and European support for Israel.
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How Support for Israel Affects Political

Agendas

Support for Israel plays a significant role in shaping the political
agendas of parties and candidates in both the United States and
Europe. This section will examine how backing for Israel influences
political priorities, policy decisions, and electoral strategies.

2.2.8.1 Framing Foreign Policy

e Prioritization of U.S.-Israel Relations

o

Candidates who support Israel often make
strengthening U.S.-Israel relations a cornerstone of
their foreign policy agenda. This includes advocating
for military aid, economic partnerships, and
diplomatic support, framing these initiatives as
essential for maintaining stability in the Middle East.

o Security Narratives

@)

Political agendas frequently emphasize narratives
surrounding Israel’s security needs, positioning the
country as a key ally in combating terrorism and
promoting democratic values in the region. This
framing influences the allocation of resources and
the focus of foreign aid packages.

2.2.8.2 Domestic Policy Implications

o Influence on Domestic Issues

o

Support for Israel can intersect with domestic policy
issues, particularly among candidates who view the
Israel-Palestine conflict through a humanitarian lens.
Discussions around human rights, social justice, and
immigration policies may be framed in relation to the
situation in Israel and the Palestinian territories.
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e Legislation and Initiatives

o

Legislative agendas may reflect a commitment to
Israel through the introduction of bills supporting
military assistance or condemning anti-Israel
rhetoric. This can result in congressional action that
prioritizes funding for Israel while sidelining other
pressing domestic concerns.

2.2.8.3 Electoral Strategies

o Voter Mobilization

o

Candidates often mobilize pro-Israel voters,
particularly within the Jewish community, to
strengthen their electoral base. Campaigns may
include outreach initiatives that highlight candidates’
commitments to Israel, seeking to engage voters who
prioritize this issue.

o Coalition Building
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Support for Israel can foster coalitions between
candidates and various interest groups, including
evangelical Christians, business leaders, and
veterans’ organizations. These coalitions can amplify
political messages and increase voter turnout,
particularly in districts with significant pro-Israel
sentiments.

2.2.8.4 International Relations and Diplomacy

« Impact on Diplomatic Relations

o

Support for Israel can complicate U.S. relations with
other countries, particularly those in the Middle East
that view U.S. support as bias. This can affect
diplomatic negotiations and strategies in broader
geopolitical contexts.

e Alignment with Western Allies
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o

European countries often align their foreign policies
with the U.S. stance on Israel, creating a unified
approach among Western nations. This alignment
can influence European political agendas,
particularly in debates regarding Middle East peace
processes and humanitarian efforts.

2.2.8.5 Critiques and Challenges

o Backlash Against Pro-Israel Policies

@)

While support for Israel is prominent in political
agendas, it can also lead to backlash, particularly
among constituents who advocate for Palestinian
rights or criticize U.S. foreign policy. This backlash
can create challenges for candidates attempting to
balance support for Israel with broader humanitarian
considerations.

« Evolving Political Landscape

@)

Conclusion

The rise of progressive movements within the
Democratic Party and among European leftist parties
has introduced challenges to traditional pro-Israel
agendas. Some candidates advocate for a more
balanced approach, calling for increased attention to
Palestinian rights and pushing back against
unconditional support for Israel.

Support for Israel significantly affects political agendas, shaping
foreign policy priorities, domestic legislation, electoral strategies,
and international relations. Understanding these dynamics is
essential for comprehending the complexities of U.S. and European
policies toward Israel and the broader implications for Middle
Eastern stability and global politics.
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2.3 Bipartisan Support: Historical
Patterns

Bipartisan support for Israel in the United States has been a
consistent feature of American politics since the mid-20th century.
This section explores the historical patterns of bipartisan support, its
evolution over time, and the implications for U.S. foreign policy.

2.3.1 Origins of Bipartisan Support

e Post-World War Il Context

o The establishment of Israel in 1948 came amid a
global landscape marked by the aftermath of World
War Il and the Holocaust. This context created an
urgency for the U.S. to support a Jewish state,
resulting in early bipartisan consensus.

o Both Democrats and Republicans recognized the
strategic importance of Israel as a democratic ally in
the Middle East, leading to a unified approach in
American foreign policy.

« Key Figures and Initiatives

o Influential political figures, such as Presidents Harry
S. Truman and Dwight D. Eisenhower, played
pivotal roles in establishing and maintaining support
for Israel. Truman's recognition of Israel shortly after
its declaration of independence set a precedent for
future administrations.

o The Eisenhower Doctrine further solidified this
support by framing U.S. assistance to Israel within
the context of broader geopolitical stability in the
region.

2.3.2 Development Through the Decades
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e 1960s to 1980s: Strengthening Ties
o The Six-Day War in 1967 marked a significant
turning point in U.S.-Israel relations. Following
Israel's decisive victory, U.S. support intensified,
leading to increased military aid and cooperation.
o Bipartisan initiatives, such as the Jerusalem Embassy
Act of 1995, showcased the growing commitment
from both parties to recognize Jerusalem as Israel's
capital, further solidifying the foundations of
bipartisan support.
e 1990s: Peace Process and Challenges
o The Oslo Accords in the 1990s represented a
moment of hope for a two-state solution, with both
parties supporting the peace process. However,
disagreements over the direction of U.S. foreign
policy in the Middle East began to emerge, leading
to some divisions within each party.

2.3.3 Factors Contributing to Bipartisan Support

e Strategic Interests
o The strategic partnership with Israel is rooted in
shared values, such as democracy and human rights.
Both parties view Israel as a bulwark against
terrorism and a key ally in ensuring stability in the
volatile Middle East.
e Influential Lobbying
o Organizations like AIPAC (American Israel Public
Affairs Committee) have played a crucial role in
promoting bipartisan support through effective
lobbying and advocacy efforts. Their strategies often
focus on uniting both parties around common
interests related to Israel.
e Public Sentiment
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o

Public support for Israel has historically transcended
party lines, with many Americans viewing Israel as a
democratic ally. This public sentiment has
influenced politicians to align their agendas with
pro-Israel positions to secure voter support.

2.3.4 Recent Trends and Developments

« Shifting Dynamics Within Parties

o

In recent years, there has been a notable shift within
the Democratic Party, with some members
advocating for a more critical stance on Israeli
policies, particularly regarding Palestinian rights.
This has led to intra-party debates about the future of
bipartisan support for Israel.

« Republican Party's Solidification
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The Republican Party has increasingly solidified its
support for Israel, often framing it as a moral and
strategic imperative. Figures such as former
President Donald Trump amplified pro-Israel
rhetoric, leading to policies like the relocation of the
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem.

« Grassroots Movements

o

Progressive movements advocating for Palestinian
rights have gained traction within the Democratic
Party, creating challenges for traditional bipartisan
support. This has led to a reevaluation of U.S.
foreign policy toward Israel and the need for
candidates to navigate complex constituent views.

2.3.5 Implications for U.S. Foreign Policy

e Continued Commitment

o

Despite emerging divisions, the overall trend of
bipartisan support for Israel remains strong. This
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commitment shapes U.S. foreign policy, influencing
decisions regarding military aid, diplomatic support,
and peace negotiations in the region.

e Navigating Challenges

o As political landscapes evolve, U.S. leaders will

need to navigate challenges presented by shifting
dynamics within their parties. Balancing the
traditional support for Israel with the rising voices
advocating for Palestinian rights will be critical in
shaping future U.S. foreign policy.

Conclusion

Bipartisan support for Israel has been a defining feature of U.S.
foreign policy for decades, rooted in historical, strategic, and
cultural ties. While recent trends signal potential shifts within both
parties, the overall commitment to Israel remains a cornerstone of
American political agendas. Understanding these historical patterns
is essential for analyzing the complexities of U.S.-Israel relations
and their implications for the Middle East.
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Analysis of Both Republican and Democratic

Platforms

Both the Republican and Democratic parties have long supported

Israel, but their approaches and emphases have evolved over time.
This section analyzes how each party's platform reflects its stance
on Israel, examining key principles, policy priorities, and areas of

divergence.

2.3.6.1 Republican Party Platform

« Strong Military and Economic Support
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The Republican platform emphasizes unwavering
military and economic support for Israel.
Republicans typically advocate for maintaining and
even increasing military aid, viewing it as essential
for Israel’s security in a hostile regional
environment.

Statements often underscore Israel as a crucial ally in
the fight against terrorism, positioning military aid as
a means of combating threats from groups like
Hamas and Hezbollah.

o Recognition of Jerusalem

o

The Republican platform has increasingly
emphasized the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s
undivided capital. This commitment was notably
highlighted during Donald Trump's administration
with the relocation of the U.S. embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem.

This stance reflects a broader Republican narrative
that prioritizes symbolic acts of support for Israel,
resonating with evangelical Christian voters who
consider Jerusalem central to their theological
beliefs.
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e Opposition to BDS Movement

o

Republicans have consistently condemned the
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement,
framing it as an anti-Israel and anti-Semitic
initiative. The party's platform includes measures to
counteract BDS efforts, reinforcing the narrative of
Israel as a democratic ally facing unjust challenges.

e Focus on Iran and Regional Stability

o

The Republican Party emphasizes the threat posed
by Iran, advocating for a hardline approach to
Iranian policies and support for groups hostile to
Israel. This perspective often includes a call for
military preparedness and alliances with regional
partners, such as Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states, to
contain Iran’s influence.

2.3.6.2 Democratic Party Platform

o Commitment to Israel's Security

o

The Democratic platform also emphasizes support
for Israel's security but often includes a more
nuanced approach that recognizes the complexities
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. While supporting
military aid, Democrats are increasingly advocating
for a balanced policy that considers the rights and
aspirations of Palestinians.

e Two-State Solution Advocacy

o

The Democratic Party typically supports a two-state
solution as the best path to achieving lasting peace.
This commitment is rooted in the belief that both
Israelis and Palestinians deserve their own sovereign
states and can coexist peacefully.

The platform often includes calls for renewed
diplomacy and negotiation, emphasizing the
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importance of dialogue and compromise in resolving
conflicts.

e Human Rights and Humanitarian Concerns

o

In recent years, the Democratic platform has shown a
growing focus on human rights issues related to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This includes advocating
for Palestinian rights and condemning actions that
may undermine peace efforts, such as settlement
expansion in the West Bank.

This shift has been influenced by grassroots
movements within the party, particularly among
younger voters and progressives who prioritize
humanitarian considerations in foreign policy.

o Critique of Israeli Policies

o

Some segments of the Democratic Party are
increasingly vocal in critiquing specific Israeli
policies, especially those perceived as violating
international law or human rights norms. This has
led to a broader discourse around the need for
accountability and dialogue in U.S.-Israel relations.

2.3.6.3 Areas of Divergence and Convergence

e Approaches to the Peace Process

O

While both parties support Israel, their approaches to
the peace process differ significantly. Republicans
often prioritize military support and security over
diplomatic initiatives, whereas Democrats emphasize
the importance of negotiations and the need for a
balanced approach that includes Palestinian rights.

e Grassroots Influences

o

The rise of progressive movements within the
Democratic Party has introduced new dynamics into
party platforms, leading to internal debates about the
future of U.S. support for Israel. This contrasts with
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the Republican Party's more uniform support, which
has remained largely consistent across its leadership
and base.

e Impact of Voter Base

o Republican support for Israel is often influenced by

evangelical Christian voters who view the nation as
central to biblical prophecy. In contrast, the
Democratic base includes a diverse coalition of
voters, including younger generations who may
prioritize social justice and human rights issues over
traditional support for Israel.

Conclusion

The analysis of both the Republican and Democratic platforms
reveals distinct approaches to U.S. support for Israel, shaped by
historical context, party ideology, and evolving voter bases. While
bipartisan support remains a hallmark of American politics, the
differences in emphasis and priorities illustrate the complexities of
U.S.-Israel relations and their implications for future foreign policy.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for analyzing the role of
Israel in U.S. political discourse and its impact on broader
geopolitical strategies.
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Shifts in Political Rhetoric Over Time

The political rhetoric surrounding U.S. support for Israel has
evolved significantly over the decades, influenced by changing
domestic and international dynamics. This section examines the key
shifts in rhetoric among U.S. politicians and their implications for
U.S.-Israel relations.

2.3.7.1 Early Support and Post-War Rhetoric

o Foundational Support (1940s-1950s)

o Inthe immediate aftermath of World War Il and the
Holocaust, U.S. political rhetoric focused on
humanitarianism and moral obligations. Political
leaders, such as President Harry S. Truman, framed
support for Israel as a response to historical
injustices faced by Jews.

o The rhetoric was largely bipartisan, emphasizing the
need for a safe haven for Jews and presenting Israel
as a democratic ally in a region often characterized
by authoritarian regimes.

e Cold War Context

o During the Cold War, rhetoric evolved to include
strategic considerations. Support for Israel was
framed as part of the broader fight against
communism, with Israel positioned as a key ally in
countering Soviet influence in the Middle East.

o Politicians emphasized Israel’s role as a bulwark
against radicalism, using rhetoric that highlighted
shared values, such as democracy and freedom.

2.3.7.2 The Rise of Lobbying and Political Advocacy (1960s-
1980s)
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Increasing Lobbying Influence

o

As lobbying organizations like AIPAC gained
prominence, political rhetoric became more focused
on the strategic partnership between the U.S. and
Israel. Politicians began to use language that
emphasized Israel’s security needs and the
importance of military aid.

Rhetoric around Israel often included assertions of
its role in promoting stability in the region, framing
military assistance as essential for maintaining a
balance of power.

Reinforcement of Commitment

o

The rhetoric solidified in the 1980s with the Reagan
administration, which explicitly linked U.S. interests
in the Middle East with Israeli security. Political
leaders began using phrases like "the special
relationship™ to characterize U.S.-Israel ties,
reinforcing the idea of a unique bond rooted in
shared values and mutual interests.

2.3.7.3 Shifts in Rhetoric During the Peace Process (1990s)

Oslo Accords and Hopeful Dialogue

o

The 1990s saw a shift in rhetoric during the Oslo
Accords, with a focus on peace and reconciliation.
Political leaders began emphasizing the importance
of a two-state solution and the need for dialogue
between Israelis and Palestinians.

Rhetoric from both parties included calls for
negotiations, underscoring a vision of a peaceful
coexistence as a path forward, though the language
still predominantly favored Israeli security interests.

Critique and Nuance

o

As the peace process faced challenges, some political
figures began to incorporate more critical
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perspectives on Israeli policies, particularly
regarding settlement expansion and its impact on
peace efforts. This nuanced rhetoric aimed to balance
support for Israel with acknowledgment of
Palestinian rights and aspirations.

2.3.7.4 Recent Trends and Polarization (2000s-Present)

e Post-9/11 Context

o

The rhetoric surrounding Israel underwent another
transformation following the September 11 attacks.
Political discourse increasingly framed U.S. support
for Israel in the context of the global war on terror.
Politicians often emphasized the need to combat
radicalism, positioning Israel as a frontline state in
this struggle.

This period also saw the emergence of strong pro-
Israel rhetoric among conservative politicians, often
framed in absolute terms of right and wrong, further
solidifying partisan divides.

o Emerging Divisions within Parties

o

In recent years, particularly during and after the
Obama administration, rhetoric has become more
polarized. Some Democrats began advocating for a
more critical stance on Israeli policies, especially
regarding the treatment of Palestinians. This shift has
led to intraparty debates, with some progressives
calling for a reevaluation of U.S. foreign policy.
Republican rhetoric has increasingly embraced
unconditional support for Israel, often characterizing
any criticism of Israeli policies as anti-Semitic. This
has further entrenched divisions, leading to a stark
contrast in the approaches of the two parties.

o Grassroots Movements and New Voices
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o Grassroots movements advocating for Palestinian
rights have gained traction, influencing political
rhetoric from younger members of Congress and
shifting the discourse within the Democratic Party.
This has led to calls for accountability and a
reassessment of U.S. aid to Israel, introducing more
critical voices into mainstream political rhetoric.

Conclusion

The shifts in political rhetoric surrounding U.S. support for Israel
reflect broader historical, cultural, and geopolitical changes. From
its origins rooted in humanitarianism to its contemporary context
characterized by polarization and grassroots activism, the rhetoric
continues to evolve. Understanding these shifts is essential for
analyzing the complexities of U.S.-Israel relations and their
implications for future policy directions. The ongoing debates
highlight the importance of reconciling support for Israel with the
need for a just and lasting peace in the region.
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2.4 European Political Support for Israel

European political support for Israel has historically been complex
and multifaceted, influenced by a range of factors including
historical ties, security concerns, and evolving public opinion. This
section explores the dynamics of European support for Israel,
examining the political landscape, key actors, and the impact of
shifting attitudes.

2.4.1 Historical Context of European Support

e Post-World War Il Guilt and Sympathy

o

Following World War Il and the Holocaust, there
was a strong wave of sympathy for the Jewish people
across Europe, leading to widespread support for the
establishment of Israel in 1948. European leaders
recognized the historical injustices faced by Jews
and viewed the creation of Israel as a necessary step
toward justice and restitution.

e Cold War Alliances

o

During the Cold War, European countries often
aligned with the United States in their support for
Israel, viewing it as a democratic ally against Soviet
expansionism in the Middle East. This alignment
was particularly pronounced in Western Europe,
where pro-Israel sentiment was bolstered by shared
political values.

2.4.2 Political Dynamics in European Nations

e Varied Levels of Support Among EU Member States

o

Support for Israel is not uniform across Europe;
different countries exhibit varying levels of political
backing. For example, countries like Germany and
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the United Kingdom have historically maintained
strong ties with Israel, while nations such as Sweden
and Ireland have adopted more critical stances
regarding Israeli policies.
e Germany's Unique Relationship
o Germany's support for Israel is particularly
significant due to its historical responsibility
stemming from the Holocaust. German leaders
frequently emphasize a moral obligation to support
Israel’s right to exist and defend itself. This has led to
substantial military and economic cooperation
between the two countries.
o UK's Traditional Alliance
o The United Kingdom has long been a key ally of
Israel, with political rhetoric often emphasizing
shared democratic values and strategic interests. The
UK's position in the UN Security Council has
allowed it to play a crucial role in shaping
international responses to conflicts involving Israel.
e Emerging Criticism from Northern and Western Europe
o Inrecent years, several Northern and Western
European countries have begun to adopt more
critical perspectives on Israeli policies, particularly
concerning the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The rise
of social movements advocating for Palestinian
rights has influenced political rhetoric and policy
discussions.

2.4.3 Role of the European Union

o EU's Position on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
o The European Union (EU) has officially supported a
two-state solution as the basis for resolving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. EU statements and
policies often emphasize the need for negotiations,
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condemning settlement expansion and violence from
both sides.

The EU has positioned itself as a mediator in the
conflict, advocating for dialogue and cooperation
while also providing humanitarian aid to Palestinian
territories.

e Sanctions and Conditional Aid

o

In response to Israeli policies perceived as
undermining the peace process, the EU has
occasionally threatened or implemented sanctions.
This includes discussions around labeling products
from Israeli settlements and limiting trade
agreements, reflecting a growing recognition of
Palestinian rights.

o Diverse National Positions within the EU

@)

Despite the EU's collective stance, member states
often diverge in their approaches to Israel. For
instance, some Eastern European countries maintain
strong ties with Israel, viewing it as a strategic
partner, while Western European nations may
advocate for more balanced policies.

2.4.4 Public Opinion and Political Activism

« Shifting Public Sentiments

o

Public opinion across Europe regarding Israel has
evolved significantly, with a growing number of
citizens expressing sympathy for the Palestinian
cause. This shift is driven by increased awareness of
human rights issues and media coverage of conflicts.
Activism surrounding the Boycott, Divestment,
Sanctions (BDS) movement has gained traction in
several European countries, influencing political
discourse and pressuring governments to reconsider
their support for Israel.
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e Influence of Civil Society and NGOs

o Non-governmental organizations (NGOSs) and civil
society groups play a crucial role in shaping public
opinion on Israel. These organizations advocate for
Palestinian rights, often leading campaigns that
challenge government policies and push for more
equitable approaches to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

2.4.5 Conclusion

European political support for Israel is characterized by a complex
interplay of historical context, national interests, and evolving
public sentiments. While historical guilt and strategic alliances have
fostered strong ties, recent developments reveal a growing
willingness to critique Israeli policies and advocate for Palestinian
rights. The future of European support for Israel will likely continue
to be shaped by these dynamics, as political leaders navigate the
challenges of balancing historical commitments with contemporary
humanitarian concerns. Understanding this landscape is essential for
grasping the broader implications of European support for Israel in
the context of international relations and the ongoing quest for
peace in the Middle East.
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Overview of Key European Political Parties’
Positions

The positions of European political parties on Israel vary
significantly, shaped by historical context, national interests, and
public sentiment. This section provides an overview of the stance of
key political parties across Europe, highlighting their approaches to
Israeli policies and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

2.4.6.1 Germany

e Christian Democratic Union (CDU)

o Traditionally supportive of Israel, the CDU
emphasizes a moral obligation to back Israel due to
historical factors, particularly the Holocaust. The
party advocates for strong bilateral relations and
military cooperation.

« Social Democratic Party (SPD)

o The SPD also maintains a pro-Israel stance but has
increasingly called for a more balanced approach,
advocating for Palestinian rights and a two-state
solution. They emphasize the need for negotiations
and a peaceful resolution to the conflict.

e The Left (Die Linke)

o Die Linke is critical of Israeli policies, particularly
regarding settlements and military actions in
Palestinian territories. The party supports Palestinian
rights and often calls for sanctions against Israel in
response to its policies.

« Alternative for Germany (AfD)

o The AfD takes a pro-Israel position, emphasizing the
need for strong ties against perceived threats from
Islamism. However, their rhetoric often focuses on
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anti-immigration sentiments and nationalism,
complicating their overall stance.

2.4.6.2 United Kingdom

o Conservative Party
o The Conservative Party has historically been a strong
ally of Israel, emphasizing shared democratic values
and security cooperation. Recent leadership has
reinforced unconditional support for Israel, framing
it as a strategic partner.
e Labour Party
o The Labour Party's position has shifted in recent
years. While historically supportive of Israel, internal
divisions have emerged, with a significant faction
advocating for Palestinian rights and a more critical
approach to Israeli policies. The party has debated
the appropriateness of unconditional support for
Israel in light of humanitarian concerns.
e Liberal Democrats
o The Liberal Democrats promote a balanced
approach, advocating for both Israeli security and
Palestinian rights. They emphasize the need for a
two-state solution and often criticize Israeli
settlement expansion.

2.4.6.3 France

e The Republicans (Les Républicains)

o The Republicans maintain a strong pro-Israel stance,
emphasizing the importance of Israel as a democratic
ally. They often support military cooperation and
have historically taken a tough stance against anti-
Semitism.

o Socialist Party (Parti Socialiste)
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o The Socialist Party historically supported Israel, but
in recent years has shifted towards a more critical
stance regarding its policies toward Palestinians.
They advocate for negotiations and the rights of
Palestinians.

« LaFrance Insoumise

o This leftist party is critical of Israeli policies and
advocates for Palestinian rights. They support
movements like BDS and emphasize the need for a
just resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

2.4.6.4 Spain

e People's Party (Partido Popular)

o The People's Party supports Israel, often framing it
as a key ally in the fight against terrorism. They
emphasize historical ties and strategic cooperation.

e Spanish Socialist Workers' Party (PSOE)

o The PSOE holds a more balanced view, advocating
for a two-state solution while also supporting
Palestinian rights. They emphasize the importance of
dialogue and negotiations.

e Podemos

o Podemos is critical of Israeli policies and supports
Palestinian rights. The party has actively endorsed
BDS and calls for accountability regarding Israel's
actions in occupied territories.

2.4.6.5 Italy

e Lega Nord
o This right-wing party supports Israel, viewing it as a
bastion of Western values in the Middle East. They
often align with pro-Israel rhetoric emphasizing
national security.
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o Democratic Party (Partito Democratico)

o The Democratic Party maintains a supportive stance
towards Israel while advocating for a two-state
solution. They emphasize the need for balance and
the importance of addressing Palestinian grievances.

o Five Star Movement (Movimento 5 Stelle)

o The Five Star Movement's position is less clear, with
factions within the party advocating for both support
for Israel and recognition of Palestinian rights. The
party calls for dialogue and negotiations.

Conclusion

The positions of key European political parties towards Israel are
shaped by a combination of historical context, public sentiment, and
domestic political dynamics. While many parties express strong
support for Israel, there is a growing recognition of Palestinian
rights, leading to a more nuanced discourse. Understanding these
positions is crucial for analyzing the evolving landscape of
European support for Israel and its implications for international
relations and peace efforts in the region.

How European Lobbying Organizations
Influence Policy

European lobbying organizations play a crucial role in shaping
policies related to Israel and the broader Middle East. These
organizations leverage various strategies to advocate for their
positions, influence public opinion, and engage with policymakers.
This section explores the mechanisms through which these lobbying
entities operate and their impact on European policy concerning
Israel.

2.4.7.1 Key Lobbying Organizations
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The European Jewish Congress (EJC)

o Represents Jewish communities across Europe,
advocating for Jewish rights and supporting Israel.
The EJC engages with EU institutions to promote
pro-lIsrael policies and combat anti-Semitism. Their
efforts include public awareness campaigns,
lobbying EU lawmakers, and fostering dialogue
between Jewish communities and political leaders.

B'nai B'rith International

o A global Jewish organization active in Europe, B’nai
B’rith focuses on promoting human rights,
combating anti-Semitism, and supporting Israel.
Their lobbying efforts include engaging with
European institutions and member states to advocate
for policies that benefit Israel and Jewish
communities.

AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee) and
its European counterparts

o While primarily an American organization, AIPAC's
influence extends to Europe through partnerships
with local advocacy groups. These collaborations
aim to shape European public opinion and
government policies in favor of Israel.

European Coalition for Israel (ECI)

o A grassroots initiative advocating for pro-Israel
policies across Europe. The ECI works to mobilize
public support, engage with policymakers, and
promote awareness of Israel's challenges. Their
campaigns often focus on the significance of Israel in
the context of European values and security.

European Friends of Israel (EFI)

o A coalition of pro-Israel organizations and
individuals working to strengthen ties between Israel
and Europe. EFI engages with European
parliamentarians, organizes conferences, and
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conducts lobbying activities to advocate for Israel’s
interests.

2.4.7.2 Lobbying Strategies

Direct Lobbying

o

Lobbying organizations often engage directly with
policymakers, providing information, research, and
briefings to influence decision-making. This includes
meetings with European Parliament members,
government officials, and other influential figures to
present pro-Israel arguments and counter anti-Israel
narratives.

Public Campaigns and Awareness Initiatives
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Many lobbying organizations conduct public
campaigns to raise awareness about Israel and
combat negative perceptions. These initiatives utilize
social media, public events, and educational
programs to promote a positive image of Israel and
highlight its contributions to global society.

Coalition Building

o

Lobbying organizations frequently build coalitions
with other groups, including Christian Zionist
organizations, to amplify their voice and broaden
their reach. By uniting various stakeholders, these
coalitions can present a more formidable front in
lobbying efforts.

Research and Publications

o

Organizations often produce reports, position papers,
and research that support their arguments. These
publications are distributed to policymakers, the
media, and the public to provide evidence-based
support for pro-Israel positions and counter
criticisms.

Engaging in Political Donations
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o

Some lobbying organizations engage in political
donations to influence candidates and political
parties that support pro-Israel policies. By financially
supporting political campaigns, these organizations
seek to ensure that sympathetic candidates gain
access to power.

2.4.7.3 Influence on Policy

e Shaping Legislative Outcomes
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Through direct engagement and advocacy efforts,
lobbying organizations can influence legislative
outcomes related to Israel. This includes securing
votes on resolutions, trade agreements, and military
aid packages that favor Israel.

e Impacting Public Perception
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Lobbying organizations play a crucial role in shaping
public perception of Israel within Europe. By
countering anti-Israel narratives and emphasizing
shared values, these organizations help cultivate a
more favorable public opinion that can translate into
political support.

o Facilitating Dialogue and Cooperation

o

These organizations often facilitate dialogue between
Israeli officials and European leaders, fostering
cooperation on issues such as security, trade, and
technology. This collaboration can lead to enhanced
bilateral relations and support for Israel at the
governmental level.

2.4.7.4 Challenges and Counter-Lobbying

o Counter-Lobbying Efforts

o

Pro-Palestinian organizations and human rights
groups also engage in lobbying efforts, seeking to
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influence policy in favor of Palestinian rights and
against Israeli settlements. These groups often
challenge the narratives presented by pro-Israel
organizations, leading to a more polarized political
landscape.
e Increased Scrutiny and Criticism

o European lobbying organizations that support Israel
often face increased scrutiny and criticism,
particularly regarding issues of human rights and
international law. This scrutiny can complicate their
efforts to influence policy and public opinion.

Conclusion

European lobbying organizations significantly influence policies
related to Israel through direct lobbying, public campaigns,
coalition building, and research initiatives. While they play a vital
role in advocating for pro-Israel positions, they also encounter
challenges from counter-lobbying efforts and increasing scrutiny.
Understanding the dynamics of lobbying in Europe is essential for
grasping the complexities of international relations and the ongoing
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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