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The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), established in 1969, represents a 

collective voice of the Muslim world. Comprising 57 member states, the OIC is the second-

largest intergovernmental organization after the United Nations. It aims to safeguard the 

interests and ensure the progress and well-being of Muslims around the world, while 

promoting international peace, harmony, and cooperation. In an era of global uncertainty, 

shifting power dynamics, and accelerating technological change, the relevance and role of 

multilateral institutions like the OIC are more vital than ever. Despite its rich potential and 

diverse membership, the OIC faces a multitude of internal and external challenges. This book 

seeks to provide a comprehensive SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 

and Threats) of the OIC to better understand its current position and strategic future. The 

Strengths section delves into the organization's core assets, such as its wide representation, 

shared cultural and religious values, and potential for economic and diplomatic influence. The 

Weaknesses section addresses the structural, political, and operational challenges that hinder 

the OIC’s effectiveness, including issues of unity, governance, and resource disparities among 

members. In the Opportunities section, the book explores prospects for enhanced 

collaboration, economic integration, technological advancement, education, and global 

advocacy for Muslim communities. The Threats section examines geopolitical tensions, 

sectarian divisions, external interference, and the growing impact of global crises such as 

climate change, conflict, and Islamophobia. This book is designed to be a strategic guide for 

academics, diplomats, policymakers, business leaders, and students interested in 

international relations, development, and Islamic cooperation. By presenting a structured 

analysis of the OIC’s internal and external environment, the book aims to provoke thoughtful 

discussion, inspire actionable ideas, and support long-term strategic planning. The 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation has a unique role to play in shaping a more inclusive, 

just, and peaceful global order. This SWOT analysis is a timely reflection on how the OIC can 

navigate its complexities and capitalize on its potential in the 21st century. 

M S Mohammed Thameezuddeen 
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Chapter 1: Introduction to SWOT and the OIC 

1.1 Understanding SWOT Analysis Framework 

SWOT analysis is a strategic planning tool used to assess an organization’s internal and 

external environment. It helps in understanding strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 

threats, providing a comprehensive view of the factors that can influence an organization's 

success or failure. The SWOT framework is composed of four elements: 

 Strengths (S): Internal attributes and resources that support a successful outcome. 

 Weaknesses (W): Internal factors that could hinder the organization’s progress. 

 Opportunities (O): External factors that the organization can exploit to its advantage. 

 Threats (T): External challenges or risks that could negatively impact the 

organization. 

SWOT analysis allows organizations to build on their strengths, address their weaknesses, 

capitalize on opportunities, and prepare for potential threats. This approach is particularly 

useful in complex and dynamic environments, such as that of the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC). 

 

1.2 Historical Background of the OIC 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was established on September 25, 1969, in 

response to an act of aggression against the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. The incident 

served as a catalyst for Islamic unity and the need for a collective body that could represent 

the interests of Muslim-majority nations across the globe. The OIC began with 24 founding 

members, and today, it has 57 member states, making it one of the largest 

intergovernmental organizations in the world. 

The OIC's primary purpose is to promote political, economic, social, and cultural cooperation 

among its member states while safeguarding and protecting the interests of the Muslim world. 

It aims to preserve Islamic values, resolve conflicts, and support development within its 

member countries, as well as support the Palestinian cause, among other objectives. 

 

1.3 OIC’s Vision, Mission, and Objectives 

The OIC’s vision is to unite and strengthen the collective voice of the Muslim world in 

various international forums. It aims to achieve peace, stability, and prosperity for all member 

states while promoting Islamic unity based on shared values and common goals. 

The mission of the OIC is to protect the rights and interests of Muslims around the world by 

fostering political, economic, and cultural cooperation among its member states. It also aims 

to facilitate mutual understanding and support for Muslim minorities, humanitarian causes, 

and the fight against terrorism, extremism, and Islamophobia. 



The key objectives of the OIC include: 

 Promoting cooperation in political, economic, and social spheres. 

 Advancing the cause of Palestine and supporting the rights of Palestinian people. 

 Promoting and safeguarding Islamic values and culture. 

 Facilitating collaboration in science, technology, and education. 

 Addressing humanitarian issues and providing disaster relief. 

 Coordinating responses to global challenges such as climate change, health crises, and 

terrorism. 

 

1.4 Organizational Structure and Key Institutions 

The OIC operates through a complex structure that enables cooperation and coordination 

among its diverse membership. The key institutions of the OIC include: 

 The Summit of Heads of State and Government: The highest decision-making 

body within the OIC, comprising the heads of state of all member countries. It meets 

every three years to discuss critical issues. 

 The Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM): Composed of the foreign ministers of 

member states, this body prepares the agenda for the Summit and implements its 

decisions. 

 The General Secretariat: Based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, the General Secretariat 

coordinates the day-to-day operations of the OIC, headed by the Secretary-General. 

 Specialized and Affiliated Institutions: These include the Islamic Development 

Bank (IsDB), the International Islamic Fiqh Academy, the Islamic Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), and others that work on specific 

areas of development, culture, and economics. 

 Permanent Delegations: Representations of the OIC at the United Nations and other 

international organizations ensure the OIC’s voice is heard globally. 

 

1.5 Overview of Member States and Global Reach 

The OIC has a diverse membership, comprising countries from various regions including 

Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Eastern Europe. Member states vary significantly in 

terms of population, economic status, political systems, and cultural backgrounds. This 

diversity presents both opportunities and challenges for the organization, as member 

countries often have differing priorities, policies, and governance models. 

Despite these differences, the OIC’s collective influence in global affairs is notable. The 

organization represents a significant portion of the world’s Muslim population, and as such, it 

has the potential to play a major role in addressing global issues related to religion, politics, 

economics, and development. The OIC is also an important player in international 

diplomacy, particularly in the context of the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia. 

 



1.6 Rationale for Conducting a SWOT Analysis on OIC 

Conducting a SWOT analysis on the OIC is critical to understanding the organization’s 

current position and strategic direction. The OIC faces numerous challenges due to its large 

and diverse membership, geopolitical tensions, economic disparities, and differing national 

interests. By using SWOT, we can identify: 

 Strengths that can be leveraged to improve the organization’s impact. 

 Weaknesses that need to be addressed for more effective operation. 

 Opportunities that could help expand the OIC’s global influence and internal 

cooperation. 

 Threats that could undermine its effectiveness or credibility. 

In this book, we will explore these four dimensions in detail, aiming to provide an informed 

and objective analysis of the OIC's role in the contemporary world. The insights gained will 

be valuable for policymakers, analysts, and anyone interested in the future trajectory of the 

OIC and its member states. 

 

This chapter has set the stage for the rest of the book by introducing the SWOT framework 

and providing essential background on the OIC’s history, structure, and mission. In 

subsequent chapters, we will delve into each element of the SWOT analysis to assess the 

OIC’s current standing and its potential for future growth and influence. 

  



1.1 Understanding SWOT Analysis Framework 

SWOT analysis is a strategic tool used by organizations to evaluate their internal and external 

environments. It provides a structured approach to identify the Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities, and Threats that could influence an organization’s decision-making and 

overall strategy. Let’s explore each component of SWOT analysis in detail: 

Strengths (S) 

Strengths refer to the internal characteristics of an organization that give it an advantage over 

others in its industry or sector. These are the positive attributes, resources, and capabilities 

that can help the organization achieve its objectives and maintain a competitive edge. 

Examples of Strengths in an Organization: 

 Strong Brand Reputation: A well-recognized brand that enjoys consumer trust. 

 Skilled Workforce: Employees with specialized skills or expertise that add value to 

the organization. 

 Financial Stability: Strong capital reserves and access to funding or resources. 

 Technological Superiority: Advanced technological systems or infrastructure that 

enhance efficiency. 

 Leadership and Governance: Clear decision-making structures and strategic 

direction. 

In the case of an organization like the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 

strengths might include its ability to represent a diverse group of 57 member countries, its 

political influence in global diplomacy, and its role as a collective voice for the Muslim 

world. 

Weaknesses (W) 

Weaknesses are the internal factors that hinder an organization from achieving its full 

potential or competing effectively within its industry. These can be areas of 

underperformance or limitations in resources, processes, or capabilities. 

Examples of Weaknesses in an Organization: 

 Ineffective Leadership: Poor decision-making or lack of direction from leadership. 

 Financial Constraints: Insufficient funds or overreliance on external funding. 

 Operational Inefficiencies: Slow decision-making, outdated technology, or lack of 

integration between departments. 

 Internal Conflicts: Disagreements among employees or member states that cause 

disruptions or delays. 

 Lack of Innovation: Failure to adapt to changing market conditions or technological 

advances. 

For the OIC, weaknesses might include bureaucratic inefficiencies, dependency on a few 

leading member states, or internal conflicts that limit its capacity to act cohesively and 

effectively on global issues. 



Opportunities (O) 

Opportunities are external factors or trends that an organization can capitalize on to achieve 

its goals or gain an advantage over competitors. These may arise from changes in the market, 

technological advancements, or shifts in public opinion, among others. 

Examples of Opportunities for an Organization: 

 Emerging Markets: New regions or countries where demand for products or services 

is growing. 

 Technological Advancements: New technologies that can improve efficiency, reduce 

costs, or create new products and services. 

 Partnerships and Alliances: Strategic collaborations with other organizations or 

governments to expand influence and capabilities. 

 Regulatory Changes: New policies or regulations that benefit the organization or 

reduce competition. 

 Cultural Shifts: Changing societal attitudes or behaviors that open new markets or 

opportunities for influence. 

For the OIC, opportunities might include increasing global demand for cooperation on 

issues like climate change, growing influence of Muslim youth, or advancing 

technological cooperation among member states. 

Threats (T) 

Threats are external factors or challenges that can negatively impact the organization’s ability 

to achieve its goals. These may include competition, economic downturns, changes in laws or 

regulations, or unforeseen global events. 

Examples of Threats to an Organization: 

 Intense Competition: The emergence of new or stronger competitors that diminish 

market share. 

 Economic Recession: A downturn in the economy that reduces funding or consumer 

demand. 

 Regulatory Changes: New laws or regulations that restrict operations or increase 

costs. 

 Political Instability: Geopolitical tensions or conflicts that disrupt operations or 

trade. 

 Reputational Damage: Negative public perception, often due to scandals, unethical 

behavior, or failure to meet societal expectations. 

For the OIC, threats might include geopolitical conflicts within member states, economic 

instability in key regions, rising Islamophobia, or external pressures from global 

superpowers trying to undermine its influence. 

The SWOT Matrix: 



The results of a SWOT analysis are typically represented in a matrix format that allows 

organizations to visualize the relationship between their strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 

and threats. The matrix is typically divided into four quadrants: 

Strengths (S) Weaknesses (W) 

Internal factors that provide an 

advantage 
Internal factors that hinder progress 

Opportunities (O) Threats (T) 

External factors that can be exploited 
External challenges that may harm the 

organization 

By examining these four areas, an organization can formulate strategic plans that leverage its 

strengths, mitigate its weaknesses, exploit opportunities, and defend against threats. 

Applying SWOT to the OIC: 

For the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), a SWOT analysis helps in evaluating 

how the OIC can better serve its member states, advocate for its political and economic 

priorities, and become a more effective actor on the world stage. This analysis will assist in: 

 Strengthening the OIC’s role as the collective voice of the Muslim world. 

 Addressing weaknesses in institutional capacity and coordination among member 

states. 

 Identifying opportunities to enhance economic cooperation, technology adoption, 

and peacebuilding efforts. 

 Mitigating threats related to regional instability, external political pressures, and 

internal conflicts. 

Ultimately, SWOT analysis provides a clear and comprehensive framework for 

understanding where the OIC stands today and how it can position itself for success in the 

future. 

 

In this chapter, we’ve introduced the SWOT framework and outlined its relevance to the OIC. 

In the next chapters, we will dive deeper into each element—strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats—by exploring how they manifest within the OIC and how the 

organization can leverage this analysis for strategic decision-making. 

  



1.2 Historical Background of the OIC 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is one of the largest intergovernmental 

organizations in the world, established to address and promote the political, economic, and 

social interests of Muslim-majority countries. The organization’s origins are deeply rooted in 

the political and religious context of the 20th century, where a collective Muslim response to 

global challenges became increasingly important. 

Origins of the OIC 

The OIC was conceived in response to a specific and pressing crisis—the attack on the Al-

Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem on August 21, 1969, when an Australian Christian extremist set 

fire to the mosque, one of the holiest sites in Islam. This event triggered outrage throughout 

the Muslim world and highlighted the need for a coordinated response to defend Islamic 

values, culture, and religious sites. It was perceived as a symbolic attack not only on Islam 

but on the rights of Muslim communities worldwide. 

The Kingdom of Morocco took the lead in calling for a summit of Muslim leaders to address 

this grave issue. The first Islamic Conference was held in Rabat, Morocco in 1969, where 

24 countries participated and established the foundations for the creation of an international 

organization that would foster solidarity and cooperation among Muslim-majority nations. 

The idea was to establish a body that could protect the political and cultural interests of the 

Islamic world in the face of growing global challenges. 

The Founding of the OIC 

Building on the momentum created by the Rabat conference, the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) was officially founded in September 25, 1969, when the first summit 

of the heads of state of Muslim-majority countries was held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The 

establishment of the OIC was a major step toward institutionalizing the collective action of 

Muslim countries on global issues. The founding members included 24 countries, and the 

OIC’s Secretariat was located in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, where it remains to this day. 

The primary goal of the OIC at its inception was to provide a unified response to the Israeli 

occupation of Palestine and to safeguard the interests of Muslims around the world. The 

founding principles emphasized political solidarity, economic cooperation, cultural exchange, 

and social development among member states. 

Key Milestones in OIC History 

1. 1974: Palestinian Cause and Recognition 
o In 1974, the OIC granted official recognition to the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO) as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 

people, a significant step in support of the Palestinian cause. The issue of 

Palestinian self-determination and the struggle against Israeli occupation 

became a central theme of the OIC’s political agenda, and the organization has 

consistently advocated for Palestinian rights in international forums. 

2. 1979: The Iranian Revolution and Shifting Dynamics 



o The 1979 Iranian Revolution marked a major turning point in the political 

landscape of the Muslim world. The revolution led to the establishment of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran under Ayatollah Khomeini, which significantly 

impacted the OIC’s political dynamics. Iran's Islamic ideology, distinct from 

the more secular or moderate policies of other member states, created new 

political alignments and challenges for the OIC, leading to tensions and 

divisions among member countries. 

3. 1991: The Gulf War and the OIC's Role 
o The 1990-1991 Gulf War was another pivotal moment in OIC history. The 

war saw Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and subsequent military intervention by a 

coalition led by the United States. The OIC struggled to maintain unity in its 

response to the conflict, with some countries supporting the coalition and 

others siding with Iraq. However, the war demonstrated the OIC’s limitations 

in addressing regional conflicts and revealed the complexities of balancing the 

political interests of diverse member states. 

4. 2001: Post-9/11 Era and the War on Terror 
o The tragic events of September 11, 2001, and the subsequent global War on 

Terror had a profound impact on the OIC. As the global focus shifted toward 

combating terrorism, many Muslim-majority nations within the OIC found 

themselves at the center of global scrutiny. The organization played a crucial 

role in denouncing terrorism and promoting the idea that Islam is a religion of 

peace. However, the post-9/11 era also led to challenges in maintaining 

internal cohesion, as the global perception of Islam and Muslim-majority 

nations became increasingly politicized. 

5. 2005: Reforming the OIC 
o In the early 2000s, there was increasing recognition within the OIC that the 

organization needed to modernize and adapt to the changing global order. In 

2005, the Ten-Year Program of Action was launched, aiming to strengthen 

the OIC’s role in the international arena. This program focused on enhancing 

economic development, cultural cooperation, and addressing pressing issues 

like poverty, health, and education in the member states. 

6. 2011: Arab Spring and the OIC's Response 
o The Arab Spring of 2011, which led to significant political upheaval across 

the Arab world, presented both challenges and opportunities for the OIC. 

While the organization expressed support for the aspirations of the Arab 

people for democracy and reform, it also faced criticism for not taking a 

stronger stance in response to the violent suppression of protests, particularly 

in countries like Syria and Bahrain. The OIC’s response to the Arab Spring 

highlighted both its limitations and potential for reform. 

7. Recent Developments 
o In recent years, the OIC has focused on expanding its influence beyond 

traditional political issues, such as addressing challenges related to climate 

change, economic development, and the rights of Muslims in non-member 

states. Additionally, the OIC has been involved in mediating conflicts and 

promoting dialogue among member states, especially in regions with ongoing 

conflicts, such as Yemen and Syria. 

OIC Today: Scope and Influence 



Today, the OIC represents 57 member states and is one of the largest international 

organizations, with a combined population of over 1.8 billion people. It serves as a voice for 

the Muslim world in various international forums, such as the United Nations and other 

global bodies. The OIC continues to advocate for the resolution of the Palestinian issue, the 

promotion of economic cooperation among member states, and the defense of Islamic 

cultural and political values. 

However, the OIC faces significant challenges. These include regional conflicts among its 

member states, ideological divisions, political disagreements, and the difficulty of balancing 

the interests of its diverse membership. Moreover, the organization must navigate the 

complex geopolitics of the Muslim world and address criticisms of its limited ability to 

address crises in a timely and effective manner. 

Ongoing Evolution of the OIC 

The OIC is in a phase of reform as it seeks to strengthen its capacity to deal with 

contemporary challenges. This includes efforts to increase the role of economic cooperation 

through initiatives like the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), as well as promoting 

interfaith dialogue to counter extremism and foster mutual understanding among different 

religious communities. Furthermore, the OIC is working on humanitarian aid initiatives, 

especially in regions affected by conflict and natural disasters. 

Despite its challenges, the OIC remains a critical player in global geopolitics and continues to 

be an important forum for the collective action of the Muslim world. 

 

In this chapter, we have provided an overview of the historical development of the OIC, 

highlighting key milestones in its formation and evolution. The next chapter will focus on the 

strengths of the OIC, highlighting its accomplishments and the factors that have allowed it to 

maintain influence in global affairs. 

  



1.3 OIC’s Vision, Mission, and Objectives 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), as the premier collective institution 

representing the Muslim world, has articulated its vision, mission, and objectives to guide its 

activities and strategic direction. These core principles form the foundation of the 

organization’s work in promoting the political, economic, social, and cultural interests of its 

member states. Let’s take a closer look at the OIC’s vision, mission, and objectives. 

 

Vision of the OIC 

The vision of the OIC is centered around the creation of a unified, peaceful, and prosperous 

Muslim world that actively contributes to global peace, security, and development. The OIC 

aims to foster a harmonious environment where member states can work together to 

overcome challenges and leverage their collective strengths. 

The key elements of the OIC's vision include: 

1. Unity of the Muslim Ummah: The OIC seeks to strengthen the bonds of solidarity 

among Muslim-majority countries and promote unity within the Ummah (the global 

community of Muslims). 

2. Promotion of Peace and Security: The OIC envisions a world where conflicts within 

the Muslim world are resolved peacefully, and global peace is supported by 

diplomatic engagement. 

3. Economic Prosperity and Development: The organization strives to enhance the 

economic standing of its member states by fostering cooperation, trade, and mutual 

support, enabling a brighter future for the Muslim world. 

4. Global Contribution: The OIC seeks to ensure that the Muslim world actively 

participates in global decision-making processes and contributes meaningfully to the 

global community. 

The vision essentially positions the OIC as a powerful force for peace, development, and 

global cooperation, rooted in the shared values of the Muslim world. 

 

Mission of the OIC 

The mission of the OIC revolves around facilitating collaboration and fostering collective 

action among member states. The organization aims to provide political, economic, and 

social support to the member countries in line with Islamic principles of justice, equity, and 

peace. The mission is designed to ensure that the OIC remains relevant in addressing 

contemporary challenges while remaining faithful to its founding principles. 

Key aspects of the OIC’s mission include: 



1. Defending the Interests of the Muslim World: The OIC works tirelessly to 

represent the political, social, and economic interests of Muslim-majority countries on 

the global stage. 

2. Supporting the Palestinian Cause: One of the key missions of the OIC is advocating 

for the rights of the Palestinian people, seeking a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, and defending the sanctity of Muslim holy sites, particularly in 

Jerusalem. 

3. Combating Extremism and Promoting Peace: The OIC is committed to countering 

the rise of extremism and terrorism in the Muslim world. It promotes moderation, 

tolerance, and peaceful coexistence among all religious and cultural groups. 

4. Promoting Human Rights and Humanitarian Efforts: The OIC works to protect 

the human rights of Muslims globally, especially in conflict zones, and provides 

humanitarian aid to those in need, such as refugees and internally displaced persons. 

The mission underlines the OIC’s commitment to securing a stable, peaceful, and prosperous 

future for its member states, while actively contributing to the broader international 

community. 

 

Objectives of the OIC 

The objectives of the OIC are outlined in its charter, which serves as the guiding framework 

for the organization’s work. These objectives are geared toward the realization of the OIC’s 

vision and mission and are focused on strengthening the collective power of the organization 

and promoting the welfare of its member states. 

The key objectives of the OIC include: 

1. Promotion of Political and Economic Cooperation: 

o The OIC seeks to foster political unity and economic cooperation among its 

member states to build a stronger collective presence on the international 

stage. This includes encouraging trade, investment, and the exchange of 

knowledge and resources. 

2. Protection and Preservation of Islamic Values and Heritage: 

o The OIC works to preserve the cultural, religious, and historical heritage of the 

Muslim world, ensuring that Islamic values are respected and upheld in the 

face of globalization and modern challenges. 

3. Enhancing the Status of Member States in the International Community: 

o The OIC endeavors to increase the political, economic, and diplomatic 

influence of its member states in the international arena. This is achieved 

through collaboration with other international organizations, such as the 

United Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

4. Defending the Palestinian Cause: 

o The OIC’s unwavering support for Palestinian rights is one of its most 

prominent objectives. It advocates for a two-state solution, the establishment 

of a Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital, and the right of return for 

Palestinian refugees. 

5. Contributing to Global Peace and Security: 



o The OIC seeks to contribute to maintaining peace and security at both the 

regional and global levels. The organization engages in conflict mediation and 

works toward peaceful resolutions of crises within the Muslim world, 

particularly in places like Syria, Yemen, and Afghanistan. 

6. Facilitating Collaboration in Science, Technology, and Education: 

o The OIC aims to improve the educational standards of its member countries, 

promote scientific research, and encourage the development of technology to 

meet the needs of the Muslim world. The organization emphasizes 

collaboration among member states to bridge the educational and 

technological gap. 

7. Strengthening Humanitarian Assistance: 

o The OIC works to provide humanitarian aid to people in need, particularly in 

conflict-ridden regions or areas affected by natural disasters. The organization 

coordinates relief efforts and promotes the welfare of refugees and displaced 

persons. 

8. Promoting Social and Cultural Cooperation: 

o The OIC encourages social and cultural exchanges between its member states, 

recognizing the importance of understanding and respecting each other's 

cultures and values. This is achieved through various initiatives aimed at 

fostering a sense of unity and shared identity. 

 

Conclusion 

The vision, mission, and objectives of the OIC provide a clear roadmap for the 

organization’s operations and its future direction. The OIC’s commitment to unity, peace, and 

prosperity within the Muslim world and its strategic goal of amplifying the voices and 

contributions of Muslim-majority nations globally have made it a significant international 

actor. As the organization navigates the complex political, economic, and social challenges of 

the 21st century, it will continue to evolve to fulfill its mission of promoting the well-being of 

its member states and advancing the broader objectives of the Muslim world. 

In the following chapters, we will examine how the OIC applies its mission and objectives in 

real-world scenarios, evaluating its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, as well 

as the challenges and opportunities it faces in contemporary global politics. 

  



1.4 Organizational Structure and Key Institutions 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), established in 1969, is one of the largest 

intergovernmental organizations, with 57 member states spanning across four continents. The 

OIC operates with a complex structure designed to promote cooperation, mutual assistance, 

and the realization of its objectives. The organization’s structure includes various organs, 

bodies, and institutions, each contributing to the overall mission of the OIC. 

This section explores the key components of the OIC’s organizational structure and its 

primary institutions, highlighting their roles and functions in the execution of the OIC's goals. 

 

1. The General Secretariat 

The General Secretariat is the administrative arm of the OIC and plays a crucial role in 

executing the decisions made by the organization’s governing bodies. It is headquartered in 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and is headed by the Secretary General, who is appointed by the 

Council of Foreign Ministers. 

Key Functions: 

1. Implementation of Policies: The General Secretariat implements policies adopted by 

the decision-making organs of the OIC, including the Council of Foreign Ministers 

and the Summit of Heads of State and Government. 

2. Coordination of Activities: It coordinates the activities of various OIC bodies and 

ensures the smooth execution of programs and initiatives, particularly in the areas of 

economic cooperation, cultural exchange, humanitarian assistance, and conflict 

resolution. 

3. Preparation of Reports: The General Secretariat prepares reports and documents for 

meetings and conferences and is responsible for managing OIC communications, 

research, and documentation. 

4. Diplomatic Relations: It maintains relations with other international organizations, 

regional bodies, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), ensuring that the 

OIC’s interests are represented globally. 

The General Secretariat’s role in policy-making and administration is vital to the day-to-day 

functioning of the OIC. 

 

2. The Summit of Heads of State and Government 

The Summit of Heads of State and Government is the supreme decision-making body of 

the OIC. It is convened every three years, though extraordinary summits can be held as 

necessary. The summit provides the overarching guidance for the OIC’s policies and 

activities and serves as a forum for member states to discuss and address major issues facing 

the Muslim world. 

Key Functions: 



1. Setting the OIC’s Direction: The summit sets the overall strategic direction of the 

OIC and determines the key issues and priorities for the member states to focus on. 

2. Adopting Major Resolutions: The summit adopts major resolutions on political, 

economic, cultural, and social matters, shaping the OIC’s stance on issues like the 

Palestinian cause, regional security, and Islamic solidarity. 

3. Electing Key Officials: It elects key officials, including the Secretary General and 

other senior officers within the OIC structure. 

4. Conflict Resolution: The summit serves as a platform for discussing and resolving 

conflicts within member states, often acting as a mediator or facilitator for peace and 

reconciliation. 

This summit is an important event that shapes the trajectory of the OIC's policies and its role 

on the global stage. 

 

3. The Council of Foreign Ministers 

The Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) is one of the primary decision-making bodies of 

the OIC and serves as the forum where member states discuss critical issues related to the 

political, economic, and social affairs of the Muslim world. The CFM meets annually or as 

needed and is responsible for overseeing the implementation of decisions taken at the Summit 

of Heads of State and Government. 

Key Functions: 

1. Coordination of Policies: The CFM coordinates policies and provides 

recommendations on a wide range of issues, including conflict resolution, security, 

trade, and humanitarian affairs. 

2. Adopting Resolutions: The council adopts resolutions and decisions on key matters 

such as human rights, inter-Islamic relations, and global challenges that affect the 

Muslim world. 

3. Supervising OIC Agencies: The CFM is responsible for overseeing the work of 

various OIC agencies and organizations to ensure they align with the strategic goals 

of the OIC. 

4. Drafting Reports and Proposals: The CFM reviews reports from the General 

Secretariat and proposes action items to be presented to the summit for approval. 

The Council of Foreign Ministers ensures that the OIC remains proactive and responsive to 

the needs and challenges faced by its member states. 

 

4. The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 

The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) is a key financial institution of the OIC, established 

in 1973 to promote economic development and social progress in member states. The IDB 

operates as a multilateral development bank that provides financial support for projects in 

sectors such as education, infrastructure, agriculture, and health. 



Key Functions: 

1. Providing Financial Assistance: The IDB offers loans, grants, and technical 

assistance to member countries for projects that align with the sustainable 

development goals (SDGs) of the OIC. 

2. Promoting Economic Cooperation: The bank plays a central role in fostering 

economic cooperation between member states, supporting trade and investment in the 

Islamic world. 

3. Facilitating Capacity Building: The IDB provides technical assistance and capacity-

building programs to strengthen the economic management capabilities of member 

states. 

4. Supporting Infrastructure Projects: The bank funds large-scale infrastructure 

projects that enhance connectivity and improve economic development across the 

OIC member countries. 

The IDB plays a critical role in fostering the economic prosperity of the OIC and contributing 

to sustainable development. 

 

5. The OIC Parliamentary Union (PUO) 

The OIC Parliamentary Union (PUO) is a unique institution that brings together the 

parliaments of OIC member states. The PUO fosters inter-parliamentary dialogue and 

cooperation, aiming to strengthen democracy and legislative frameworks in the member 

states. 

Key Functions: 

1. Facilitating Parliamentary Cooperation: The PUO promotes cooperation between 

member parliaments, encouraging the exchange of knowledge and best practices in 

parliamentary procedures and governance. 

2. Supporting Legislative Reforms: The union helps member states in reforming and 

improving their legislative processes in line with international standards, fostering 

democratic governance. 

3. Advocating for OIC Policies: The PUO advocates for the OIC's policies and 

resolutions at the national level, ensuring that the OIC’s vision and objectives are 

represented in national parliaments. 

4. Addressing Social Issues: The union also addresses issues of social importance, such 

as education, health, and human rights, through legislative advocacy. 

The PUO enhances the democratic governance of OIC member states and helps strengthen 

the political legitimacy of the OIC's initiatives. 

 

6. The OIC Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC) 

The Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC) is a key institution 

within the OIC that monitors and promotes human rights across the member states. 



Established to protect the rights and dignity of Muslim peoples, the IPHRC works to uphold 

Islamic values while addressing human rights concerns. 

Key Functions: 

1. Monitoring Human Rights: The IPHRC monitors the human rights situation in OIC 

member states, ensuring that national laws are consistent with international human 

rights standards. 

2. Promoting Human Rights Awareness: The commission works to raise awareness 

about human rights issues within the Muslim world, conducting educational programs 

and advocacy campaigns. 

3. Providing Legal Advice: The IPHRC provides legal and policy advice to OIC 

member states to help them implement human rights reforms. 

4. Advocating for the Vulnerable: The commission advocates for the protection of 

vulnerable groups, including women, children, refugees, and minorities, in conflict 

zones and under oppressive regimes. 

The IPHRC is crucial in ensuring that human rights are at the core of the OIC’s activities and 

promoting the dignity and equality of all Muslims. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s organizational structure is designed to foster collaboration among its diverse 

member states and promote common interests across a wide range of issues. The combination 

of political bodies like the Summit of Heads of State and Government and the Council of 

Foreign Ministers, financial institutions like the Islamic Development Bank, and 

specialized bodies such as the OIC Parliamentary Union and the IPHRC, ensures that the 

OIC can address both immediate challenges and long-term objectives effectively. Each 

institution plays a unique role, contributing to the overall goals of unity, peace, and prosperity 

for the Muslim world. 

In the next chapters, we will delve into the specific strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 

threats related to the OIC’s operations and explore how these institutional structures can be 

leveraged for future success. 

  



1.5 Overview of Member States and Global Reach 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), as one of the most prominent 

international organizations, comprises 57 member states spread across four continents: 

Asia, Africa, Europe, and South America. These member states represent diverse cultures, 

economies, political systems, and religions, yet share a common bond in their adherence to 

Islam as the guiding force in shaping their policies, values, and international relations. 

The OIC is the collective voice of the Muslim world, working to promote Islamic solidarity 

and cooperation across member states in various fields, including political, economic, social, 

and cultural matters. In this section, we provide an overview of the member states of the OIC 

and examine the organization’s global reach and influence. 

 

1. Geographical Distribution of Member States 

The OIC is geographically diverse, comprising countries from a wide range of regions. Its 

member states are located in Africa, Asia, Europe, and South America, making the OIC a 

truly global organization. The geographical spread of member states gives the OIC a unique 

ability to influence both regional and global affairs. 

Africa 

 The African continent is home to a large number of OIC members, particularly in 

North and Sub-Saharan Africa. Notable countries include Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, 

Nigeria, Senegal, Sudan, and Somalia. 

 These countries are strategic players in the OIC, representing a significant portion of 

the Islamic world in terms of both population and landmass. 

 The OIC has actively worked in Africa to address regional conflicts, economic 

development, and humanitarian challenges, notably in countries like Somalia, Mali, 

and South Sudan. 

Asia 

 Asia holds the majority of OIC member states, with countries like Indonesia, 

Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Turkey, and Malaysia playing a prominent role. 

 Asia's member states contribute significantly to the OIC’s global influence, with 

Indonesia being the world’s largest Muslim-majority country, Turkey serving as a 

bridge between the East and West, and Pakistan being central to the OIC’s stance on 

geopolitical issues in South Asia. 

 Asia’s economic growth, particularly in Southeast Asia, is a key factor in 

strengthening the OIC’s role in promoting economic cooperation among member 

states. 

Europe 

 Europe’s OIC members include Turkey, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, and 

Kosovo. These countries connect the Islamic world with Europe, where cultural 



exchange and dialogue between the Muslim and non-Muslim worlds have become 

increasingly important. 

 Turkey, as a member of both the OIC and NATO, plays a crucial role in fostering 

relations between the Muslim world and Europe, while also navigating the complex 

political landscape of the European Union. 

South America 

 Suriname and Guyana are the two OIC member states from South America. 

Although geographically distant from the heart of the Muslim world, their inclusion 

highlights the OIC’s global reach and the diversity of Muslim populations in different 

regions. 

 These countries represent a unique intersection of Islamic culture and Latin American 

political and cultural landscapes. 

 

2. Demographic Diversity and Religious Unity 

The member states of the OIC represent over 1.8 billion Muslims, making up approximately 

25% of the global population. This demographic diversity encompasses a wide range of 

ethnic groups, languages, and cultural practices, unified by the common faith of Islam. 

 Sunni and Shia Islam: The OIC is home to both Sunni and Shia Muslims, with 

Sunni Islam being the majority in most member states. However, countries like Iran 

and Iraq are predominantly Shia, and the OIC strives to foster unity and cooperation 

despite these sectarian differences. 

 Ethnic and Cultural Diversity: The OIC spans a vast array of ethnicities, including 

Arabs, Turks, Persians, Africans, Central Asians, and South Asians, each with its own 

unique cultural practices and traditions. 

 Religious Practices: While the OIC is unified by the practice of Islam, its member 

states differ in terms of the observance of religious laws, practices, and 

interpretations. For example, some member states, like Saudi Arabia and Iran, have 

adopted strict interpretations of Islamic law (Sharia), while others, such as Indonesia 

and Turkey, adopt more moderate or secular approaches to governance. 

Despite these internal differences, the OIC aims to promote Islamic solidarity and mutual 

respect among its member states, working to address shared challenges and advancing 

collective interests on the international stage. 

 

3. Political and Economic Influence 

The political and economic influence of the OIC is driven by its member states’ collective 

efforts in addressing common challenges and opportunities. The member states represent 

some of the world’s most populous and resource-rich nations, with significant geopolitical 

and economic influence. 

Political Influence: 



 The OIC plays an important role in addressing global political issues, particularly 

those affecting the Muslim world. This includes issues such as the Palestinian cause, 

Islamophobia, regional conflicts, and human rights. 

 Through its various bodies, such as the Council of Foreign Ministers, the OIC 

advocates for the political interests of its member states in international forums, such 

as the United Nations and World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Economic Influence: 

 The OIC’s member states collectively control significant natural resources, 

particularly in the realms of oil, natural gas, and minerals. Countries like Saudi 

Arabia, Iran, Iraq, and Qatar are major players in the global energy market. 

 The Islamic Development Bank (IDB), an OIC institution, plays a pivotal role in 

financing development projects and fostering economic cooperation among member 

states. The OIC also promotes trade and investment initiatives aimed at reducing 

economic disparities among its members. 

 The OIC’s trade bloc, the Islamic Trade and Economic Cooperation, aims to 

boost intra-OIC trade, promote sustainable development, and improve economic ties 

between member states. 

 

4. Humanitarian and Social Impact 

The OIC also plays a crucial role in humanitarian assistance and social development, 

particularly in regions affected by conflict, poverty, natural disasters, and refugee crises. 

 The OIC’s various bodies, including the Human Rights Commission and the OIC 

Humanitarian Fund, work to provide humanitarian aid and advocacy for vulnerable 

populations. 

 The OIC has focused efforts on education, health, and poverty alleviation in many 

member states, promoting Islamic values of social justice and solidarity. 

 The OIC’s initiatives in disaster relief, peacekeeping, and mediation contribute to 

its role as a voice for peace and cooperation in the Muslim world. 

 

5. Strategic Partnerships and Global Relations 

The OIC maintains strategic relationships with various global powers and international 

organizations, such as the United Nations, European Union, African Union, and 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

 The OIC often acts as a diplomatic bridge between the Muslim world and the West, 

especially in addressing issues related to international security, human rights, and 

economic development. 

 By engaging with international organizations and regional bodies, the OIC 

strengthens its global presence and seeks to enhance cooperation in areas such as 

trade, conflict resolution, and environmental sustainability. 



 

6. Conclusion 

The OIC’s global reach is shaped by the diversity of its member states, which, although 

varied in terms of geography, culture, and governance, are united by their commitment to 

Islamic values and the goal of fostering cooperation and development. As a collective 

organization, the OIC possesses significant political, economic, and cultural influence, 

enabling it to advocate for the interests of the Muslim world on the global stage. 

The OIC’s ability to bridge regional divides, promote solidarity among member states, and 

advocate for a peaceful and prosperous Muslim world makes it a key player in shaping global 

geopolitics and economic trends in the 21st century. 

  



1.6 Rationale for Conducting a SWOT Analysis on OIC 

Conducting a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) on the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is essential for several key reasons. The OIC, 

as one of the largest international organizations, plays a significant role in addressing global 

political, economic, and social challenges. However, its effectiveness in fulfilling its mission 

can be better understood and enhanced through a structured analysis of its internal and 

external environments. This analysis provides a comprehensive understanding of the 

organization’s current status, its potential for growth, and the external factors that may 

influence its success. 

Below are the key reasons why conducting a SWOT analysis on the OIC is of significant 

value: 

 

1. Strategic Planning and Decision-Making 

A SWOT analysis serves as a valuable tool for strategic planning within any organization. 

For the OIC, which operates in a complex global environment, it is crucial to assess its 

internal and external factors regularly to adapt its strategies and initiatives effectively. By 

identifying its strengths and weaknesses, the OIC can align its resources and focus on areas 

where it can have the most significant impact. 

 Strengths: A detailed analysis of the OIC’s strengths (such as its vast membership, 

cultural diversity, and influence in certain regions) helps identify areas where the 

organization is already performing well. 

 Weaknesses: Recognizing weaknesses (such as governance challenges, bureaucratic 

inefficiencies, or member state divisions) allows the OIC to address internal obstacles 

that may impede its success. 

 Opportunities: By identifying new opportunities (such as strengthening economic 

cooperation among member states or addressing emerging global issues), the OIC can 

shape its future agenda. 

 Threats: Understanding potential threats, whether from external geopolitical shifts, 

internal fragmentation, or global crises, helps the OIC to develop contingency plans. 

 

2. Understanding Member State Dynamics 

The OIC's membership is geographically and politically diverse, with over 50 member 

states, each with its own set of priorities and political dynamics. A SWOT analysis enables 

the organization to understand the varied needs and concerns of its member states, which 

may sometimes conflict with one another. This understanding is essential for fostering unity, 

ensuring cooperation, and mitigating disputes between member states. 

 By analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of individual member states, the OIC can 

better facilitate coordination and identify areas of common interest. 



 The SWOT analysis can also shed light on regional disparities within the 

organization, guiding the OIC in balancing the interests of economically prosperous 

states like Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates with poorer nations facing 

challenges like conflict, poverty, and terrorism. 

 

3. Enhancing Policy Development 

A SWOT analysis can contribute to the OIC's ability to shape more effective policies. By 

comprehensively assessing its internal capabilities (strengths and weaknesses) and external 

factors (opportunities and threats), the OIC can refine its policy objectives in key areas such 

as human rights, economic development, regional security, and humanitarian assistance. 

 Internal Strengths: Recognizing areas where the OIC already has influence or 

success (such as humanitarian aid or advocacy for Palestine) can guide the 

development of more targeted and efficient policies. 

 Weaknesses: Addressing weaknesses such as lack of cohesion among members or 

limited financial resources can lead to policy reforms that streamline decision-

making processes and enhance operational effectiveness. 

 External Opportunities: By identifying new opportunities in global politics (such as 

shifting geopolitical alliances or economic partnerships), the OIC can adapt its 

policies to capitalize on emerging trends. 

 External Threats: Recognizing threats, such as rising Islamophobia, regional 

conflicts, or the challenge of global climate change, allows the OIC to adjust its 

policies to counter these growing challenges. 

 

4. Assessing the OIC’s Global Impact 

The OIC's ability to influence global issues is contingent on its internal capacity and external 

relationships. A SWOT analysis allows for an evaluation of the OIC’s global presence and 

influence in the international arena. Through this analysis, the organization can determine if it 

is leveraging its full potential in global diplomacy, economic cooperation, and humanitarian 

efforts. 

 Strengths: The OIC’s vast membership and strong cultural and religious ties provide 

it with substantial influence, especially in Africa and the Middle East. The SWOT 

analysis helps to assess how effectively the organization uses its soft power and 

influence in these regions. 

 Weaknesses: Challenges like political fragmentation, ineffective coordination, or 

economic underperformance may limit the OIC’s ability to leverage its global 

influence. 

 Opportunities: By identifying gaps in global leadership, the OIC can better position 

itself as a leading voice on issues that affect the Muslim world, such as economic 

development, conflict resolution, climate change, and religious tolerance. 

 Threats: External threats like political instability, military conflicts, or the rise of 

non-state actors may undermine the OIC's role in international affairs. Recognizing 

these threats early allows the OIC to develop strategic responses. 



 

5. Improving Cooperation Among Member States 

One of the most critical aspects of the OIC’s role is fostering cooperation among its diverse 

member states. A SWOT analysis can provide insight into the barriers and drivers of 

cooperation within the organization, helping to promote greater unity and collaboration. 

 Strengths: The OIC’s shared religious and cultural values are significant strengths in 

fostering solidarity among member states. A SWOT analysis will help identify the 

areas where this common ground can be leveraged to encourage further cooperation. 

 Weaknesses: Political divisions or conflicts among member states, such as the tension 

between Sunni and Shia countries or ideological differences on democracy and 

human rights, can hinder cooperation. The SWOT analysis will highlight these 

challenges and suggest methods to address them. 

 Opportunities: By focusing on areas of common interest, such as economic 

cooperation, trade, education, or public health, the OIC can create a more 

collaborative environment among member states. 

 Threats: Fragmentation, lack of trust, and rivalry between major member states can 

create a significant challenge to cooperation. The SWOT analysis helps the OIC 

identify these threats and work toward overcoming them. 

 

6. Continuous Improvement and Accountability 

A SWOT analysis is not a one-time exercise. It provides the basis for continuous 

improvement and accountability within the organization. By periodically reassessing the 

OIC’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, the organization can ensure that it 

remains adaptable, relevant, and responsive to both internal and external changes. 

 Strengths can be continuously built upon to maintain and enhance the OIC’s 

influence, particularly in diplomacy and development. 

 Weaknesses can be systematically addressed, ensuring that the organization continues 

to streamline its operations and reduce inefficiencies. 

 Opportunities can be actively pursued, ensuring that the OIC capitalizes on changing 

global dynamics. 

 Threats can be anticipated and mitigated through proactive measures, ensuring that 

the OIC maintains its resilience in the face of challenges. 

 

Conclusion 

Conducting a SWOT analysis on the Organization of Islamic Cooperation is essential for 

identifying key areas of strength, understanding internal weaknesses, seizing external 

opportunities, and preparing for potential threats. By systematically evaluating the internal 

and external factors influencing the OIC, the organization can enhance its strategic direction, 

policy development, global impact, and internal cooperation, ultimately fulfilling its mission 



of promoting Islamic solidarity, peace, and progress across its member states and the broader 

international community. 

  



Chapter 2: Strengths – Political and Diplomatic 

Influence 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is one of the largest intergovernmental 

organizations in the world, and its strength lies in its ability to influence political and 

diplomatic affairs on a global scale. The OIC’s political and diplomatic influence is derived 

from a combination of its unified political voice, strategic diplomatic engagement, and 

collective action among its member states. This chapter explores how these factors 

contribute to the OIC's strength in international relations and global diplomacy. 

 

2.1 Unified Political Voice of the OIC 

The OIC represents a diverse group of 57 member states across different continents, yet it 

manages to project a unified political voice on a variety of issues. This unity, grounded in 

shared cultural, religious, and geopolitical concerns, allows the organization to advocate 

effectively on behalf of the Muslim world. 

 Muslim Solidarity: The OIC’s foundational principle is promoting solidarity among 

Muslim nations. This political cohesion enables the organization to speak with a 

collective voice on critical issues affecting member states, such as conflicts, human 

rights abuses, economic development, and religious freedom. 

 Influence on Global Platforms: The OIC’s political unity allows it to influence key 

international organizations such as the United Nations (UN), World Trade 

Organization (WTO), and International Monetary Fund (IMF), often advocating 

for policies that align with the interests of Muslim-majority countries. 

 Collective Voting Power: As a large group of member states, the OIC holds 

considerable weight in global negotiations, enabling it to impact decisions at the UN 

and other multilateral institutions. This collective voting power makes the OIC a key 

player in global governance. 

 

2.2 Strategic Geopolitical Influence 

The OIC's member states are strategically positioned across the world, with many of them 

located in regions that are of significant geopolitical importance. These include the Middle 

East, North Africa, Central Asia, and Southeast Asia. This geographical reach enhances 

the OIC's global political influence in ways that extend beyond its member states. 

 Middle East and North Africa (MENA): The OIC’s influence in the MENA region, 

home to many of its founding members, is crucial to its diplomatic strength. Key 

geopolitical players like Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran, and Egypt play pivotal roles in 

shaping both regional and global political dynamics. As an organization, the OIC 

often acts as a bridge between these nations, facilitating dialogue on issues like 

conflict resolution, energy security, and terrorism. 

 Central Asia: The OIC also has strategic interests in Central Asia, a region of 

growing geopolitical importance due to its proximity to Russia and China. Member 



states like Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Azerbaijan provide the OIC with 

diplomatic leverage in regional discussions involving economic development, 

resource management, and security cooperation. 

 Southeast Asia: Countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei add weight to 

the OIC’s role in Southeast Asia, contributing to the organization’s influence in 

ASEAN and other regional forums. 

 

2.3 Diplomatic Engagement in Conflict Resolution 

The OIC’s political influence is also exemplified by its efforts in conflict resolution and 

peacebuilding within the Muslim world. The organization plays a vital role in facilitating 

dialogue, providing humanitarian aid, and advocating for peace initiatives in regions affected 

by war and conflict. 

 Palestinian Cause: The OIC’s longstanding commitment to the Palestinian cause is 

one of its most notable diplomatic strengths. The organization has consistently used 

its political influence to push for the recognition of Palestinian statehood, advocate 

for a two-state solution, and support Palestinian rights in international forums. 

 Afghanistan: The OIC has been involved in efforts to mediate peace in Afghanistan, 

particularly in the context of the U.S. withdrawal and the Taliban’s return to power. 

The organization has served as a diplomatic platform for dialogue between regional 

powers, the international community, and Afghan factions to address issues of 

governance, human rights, and economic recovery. 

 Yemen: The OIC’s engagement in the ongoing conflict in Yemen showcases its 

diplomatic efforts to bring about peace. The organization has supported various 

initiatives aimed at resolving the conflict, providing humanitarian aid, and facilitating 

ceasefires between warring factions. 

 

2.4 Advocacy for Islamic Values in International Diplomacy 

One of the unique strengths of the OIC is its ability to advocate for Islamic values in 

international diplomacy. The organization ensures that the concerns of the Muslim world are 

addressed within the broader framework of global governance, particularly with regard to 

issues of human rights, religious freedom, and justice. 

 Islamic Human Rights: The OIC advocates for the protection of Islamic values in 

the international human rights discourse. This includes issues such as freedom of 

religion, the protection of Muslim minorities, and the recognition of Islamophobia 

as a form of discrimination. 

 Religious Tolerance: The OIC promotes the importance of religious tolerance and 

interfaith dialogue on the global stage. Through initiatives like the UN Alliance of 

Civilizations and the World Muslim Communities Conference, the OIC works to 

combat religious extremism and promote peaceful coexistence between different 

religious groups. 

 Islamic Solidarity: The organization provides a platform to discuss issues related to 

the Islamic identity, advocating for the preservation of cultural heritage, and the 



promotion of Islamic economic systems and social welfare models in the global 

development agenda. 

 

2.5 Leveraging Economic and Trade Partnerships 

While political and diplomatic influence is a central strength of the OIC, its member states 

also hold significant economic clout. The OIC’s collective influence on global trade, 

particularly in the fields of energy, natural resources, and investment, enhances its ability 

to shape economic policies at both the regional and global levels. 

 Oil and Gas Reserves: A substantial portion of the world’s oil and gas reserves lies 

within OIC member states, particularly in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

countries. The OIC, as a collective, holds significant sway over the energy markets 

and plays a role in shaping global energy policies. 

 Islamic Finance: The OIC promotes the growth of Islamic banking and finance as 

an alternative to conventional financial systems. The organization advocates for the 

development of Sharia-compliant financial systems, which have gained increasing 

recognition worldwide. 

 Trade and Investment: OIC member states engage in a variety of economic 

cooperation initiatives, including the OIC Trade Preferential System (TPS), which 

seeks to enhance trade between member states. By leveraging this collective 

economic influence, the OIC works to promote economic integration and regional 

development among its members. 

 

2.6 Global Advocacy for Humanitarian Issues 

The OIC has a strong record of humanitarian advocacy, often speaking out on issues that 

affect the welfare of Muslim populations worldwide. From refugee crises to disaster relief, 

the OIC’s political influence is leveraged to provide assistance, raise awareness, and advocate 

for policy changes that align with its humanitarian priorities. 

 Humanitarian Aid: The OIC’s humanitarian institutions, such as the OIC 

Humanitarian Affairs division, work to provide disaster relief and emergency aid 

to Muslim populations affected by conflict, famine, and natural disasters. 

 Refugee Protection: The OIC plays a key role in advocating for the protection of 

Muslim refugees, particularly those displaced by conflict in countries like Syria, 

Afghanistan, and Myanmar. 

 Educational and Social Welfare Initiatives: The OIC has supported initiatives 

aimed at improving access to education, healthcare, and social welfare in 

underdeveloped Muslim-majority regions, contributing to the broader development 

goals of member states. 

 

Conclusion 



The OIC’s political and diplomatic influence is a significant strength that allows the 

organization to play a pivotal role in addressing the needs and challenges of the Muslim 

world. Through its unified political voice, strategic geopolitical positioning, diplomatic 

engagement in conflict resolution, advocacy for Islamic values, and promotion of economic 

partnerships, the OIC remains a key player in global diplomacy. Its ability to leverage its 

collective influence in both political and economic spheres will continue to shape its role in 

addressing global issues such as conflict resolution, human rights, and sustainable 

development for years to come. 

  



2.1 Representation of 57 Muslim-Majority Countries 

One of the key strengths of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is its vast 

representation, consisting of 57 member states spread across four continents: Africa, Asia, 

Europe, and the Middle East. This diverse membership significantly enhances the 

organization’s political influence and diplomatic leverage, as it reflects the collective voice 

of over 1.8 billion Muslims worldwide. The OIC is the only international organization that 

brings together Muslim-majority nations, making it uniquely positioned to address issues 

pertinent to these nations, particularly in international diplomacy, conflict resolution, 

economic development, and human rights. 

 

2.1.1 Diverse Geopolitical and Cultural Representation 

The OIC's membership includes countries with diverse geopolitical, cultural, and religious 

landscapes, which strengthens the organization’s ability to engage with global issues from 

multiple perspectives. This diversity is reflected in the following ways: 

 Geographical Diversity: The member states span Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 

Middle East, ensuring that the OIC has influence in some of the world’s most 

strategically important regions. Countries like Indonesia and Pakistan in Asia, 

Turkey in Europe, Egypt in Africa, and Saudi Arabia in the Middle East, provide a 

robust global presence. 

 Cultural Diversity: The OIC represents countries with varying ethnicities, 

languages, and cultural practices. This diversity fosters mutual respect and 

understanding among members, while also allowing the OIC to advocate for a range 

of cultural and religious values on the international stage. 

 Religious Unity and Disparity: While the OIC represents primarily Sunni-majority 

nations, it also includes Shia-majority countries such as Iran. This creates 

opportunities for the organization to engage in inter-sectarian dialogue, promoting 

unity while respecting religious differences within the Islamic world. 

 

2.1.2 Collective Political and Diplomatic Power 

The OIC’s representation of 57 Muslim-majority countries translates into substantial political 

clout and diplomatic power. The ability to act in unison, despite the diverse political 

systems, economies, and regional interests of its members, gives the OIC the strength to 

influence global policy decisions. 

 Unified Political Voice: The OIC’s collective voice is particularly powerful when 

advocating on key issues affecting the Muslim world, such as the Palestinian issue, 

Islamophobia, and religious freedom. By presenting a unified stance on such 

matters, the OIC can garner significant international attention and sway decisions at 

major international bodies, including the United Nations. 

 Global Advocacy: The OIC is one of the largest intergovernmental organizations and 

holds substantial voting power in international institutions like the UN General 



Assembly, the UN Human Rights Council, and the World Trade Organization. Its 

collective membership provides leverage in discussions on critical global issues such 

as peace and security, economic development, human rights, and climate change. 

 

2.1.3 Influence in Regional and Global Diplomacy 

Due to its wide geographic spread, the OIC can serve as a diplomatic bridge between 

different regions, promoting dialogue between the West and the East, and the North and the 

South. This geographical diversity allows the OIC to play an essential role in mediating 

conflicts and facilitating peace negotiations in several regions. 

 Middle Eastern Influence: With countries like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Turkey, and 

Iran in its ranks, the OIC can exert considerable influence in the Middle East, a 

region central to global geopolitics. The OIC works to mediate conflicts, such as in 

Syria, Yemen, and Iraq, and has been an advocate for the Palestinian cause on the 

global stage. 

 African Presence: The OIC’s African member states, such as Nigeria, Egypt, and 

Senegal, add significant diplomatic weight, particularly in the African Union (AU) 

and other regional bodies. The OIC uses its African members to raise awareness on 

issues like economic development, terrorism, and humanitarian aid in the 

continent. 

 Southeast Asia: The OIC’s representation in Southeast Asia via countries such as 

Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei further enhances its diplomatic influence, 

particularly in regional forums like ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations). These countries contribute to the OIC’s advocacy on issues like trade, 

economic integration, and regional security. 

 

2.1.4 Promoting Solidarity Among Member States 

The OIC acts as a platform for fostering unity among its diverse members, promoting the 

idea of Muslim solidarity in times of crisis or dispute. This is particularly evident in the 

OIC’s collective responses to issues affecting the Muslim world, such as conflicts, 

humanitarian crises, and religious discrimination. 

 Crisis Response: The OIC has been active in responding to regional crises, including 

providing humanitarian aid to countries affected by conflict or natural disasters. For 

example, it has coordinated efforts in providing relief to Palestinian refugees, Syrian 

refugees, and those affected by the Yemen crisis. 

 Economic Cooperation: The OIC also works towards promoting economic 

solidarity among its member states, encouraging investments, trade agreements, and 

joint economic initiatives. Initiatives like the OIC Trade Preferential System 

(TPS) aim to boost intra-OIC trade and economic development across the Muslim-

majority world. 

 



2.1.5 Leveraging Economic Power for Diplomatic Gains 

The economic clout of OIC member states enhances the organization’s diplomatic influence. 

Many of its members, such as Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Kuwait, 

are key players in the global energy market, particularly in oil and natural gas production. 

This economic power is often leveraged to strengthen diplomatic ties, resolve conflicts, and 

support economic development in member states. 

 Energy Influence: The OIC’s energy-rich countries, particularly in the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC), can use their control over oil and natural gas reserves 

to influence global energy policies. This strategic advantage also allows OIC 

members to wield economic power in diplomatic discussions, often offering financial 

support or energy resources to aid fellow members. 

 Islamic Finance: The OIC promotes the growth of Islamic banking and finance, 

which has gained significant traction in global markets. By advocating for Sharia-

compliant financial systems, the OIC helps member states access alternative financial 

tools, boosting economic resilience and investment opportunities within the Islamic 

world. 

 

2.1.6 Addressing Regional Challenges with a Unified Approach 

Despite differences in regional concerns and priorities, the OIC’s ability to unite 57 countries 

allows it to tackle a broad range of challenges. Issues such as terrorism, political instability, 

and religious persecution often affect multiple member states, and the OIC’s collective 

approach ensures that these issues are addressed on a global platform. 

 Counterterrorism: The OIC works to combat terrorism and extremism through 

collaborative efforts between member states. It focuses on initiatives such as counter-

radicalization, promoting religious tolerance, and enhancing regional security 

cooperation. 

 Religious Freedom and Protection: The OIC plays a critical role in advocating for 

the protection of Muslim minorities in countries outside the OIC membership. The 

organization works to raise awareness of issues like Islamophobia and discrimination 

against Muslims, ensuring that these issues remain central to global human rights 

discussions. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s representation of 57 Muslim-majority countries is a crucial element of its strength. 

This vast membership allows the OIC to wield substantial political influence and diplomatic 

leverage on the global stage. The diversity of its member states enhances the organization’s 

ability to advocate for Muslim-majority nations across different regions, promote unity 

among its members, and address challenges ranging from economic development to conflict 

resolution. By leveraging this collective influence, the OIC can continue to shape global 

discourse on issues that impact both its members and the broader international community. 



2.2 Observer Status in the United Nations 

One of the OIC's significant strengths lies in its observer status at the United Nations (UN), 

which grants the organization a unique position within global diplomacy. While the OIC is 

not a full member state of the UN, its observer status allows it to participate in UN 

discussions, propose resolutions, and interact with other UN member states on various 

international issues. This relationship offers the OIC a platform to enhance its political 

influence and advocate for the interests of its member states, particularly on issues related to 

peace and security, human rights, and economic development in the Muslim-majority 

world. 

 

2.2.1 History of Observer Status 

The OIC achieved observer status at the United Nations in 1975, just a few years after its 

establishment in 1969. The decision to grant the OIC observer status was a recognition of its 

role as the foremost organization representing Muslim-majority countries globally. While the 

OIC does not have voting rights in the General Assembly or other decision-making bodies of 

the UN, its observer status enables the organization to actively participate in debates and 

initiatives that affect its member states and the broader international community. 

 

2.2.2 Engagement in UN Resolutions and Debates 

As an observer, the OIC can sponsor resolutions and draft statements on behalf of its 

member states during UN General Assembly sessions. Although it does not have the 

authority to vote on resolutions, it can voice the collective concerns of its members on critical 

global issues. The OIC has consistently used this platform to advocate for issues related to 

Islamic solidarity, the Palestinian cause, Islamophobia, and human rights. 

 Palestinian Cause: The OIC has been a vocal advocate for Palestinian statehood 

and the protection of Palestinian rights. Through its presence at the UN, the OIC 

works to garner international support for the two-state solution and condemns 

violations of international law related to Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories. 

 Islamophobia and Religious Discrimination: The OIC has played a key role in 

bringing issues of Islamophobia, discrimination, and hate speech against Muslims 

to the global stage. The OIC regularly raises concerns in the UN about the rights of 

Muslims and other religious minorities facing persecution worldwide. 

 Humanitarian Issues: The OIC also uses its status to advocate for humanitarian 

assistance in countries suffering from conflict and crisis, particularly in the Middle 

East, Africa, and Asia. The OIC has been instrumental in pushing for humanitarian 

aid and support for refugees, especially those fleeing conflicts like the Syrian Civil 

War and the Yemen crisis. 

 

2.2.3 Collaboration with Other UN Agencies 



The OIC’s observer status allows it to collaborate with a wide range of UN specialized 

agencies and programs. Through these collaborations, the OIC works on humanitarian aid, 

disaster relief, economic development, and educational initiatives. Some of the key UN 

agencies the OIC engages with include: 

 United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): The OIC and UNDP 

collaborate on development projects aimed at poverty alleviation, economic growth, 

and sustainable development within OIC member states. 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): The OIC has 

partnered with UNHCR to provide refugee assistance and advocate for the protection 

of Muslim refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), especially in conflict-

affected regions like Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

 United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF): The OIC also works closely with 

UNICEF on children's rights, education, and child protection within the OIC 

member states, particularly in areas affected by conflict or poverty. 

 

2.2.4 Role in UN Peacekeeping Operations 

Although the OIC is not directly involved in UN peacekeeping operations, its observer 

status enables the organization to provide political and diplomatic support for peace 

initiatives. The OIC has advocated for the peaceful resolution of conflicts in member states, 

such as Syria, Yemen, Libya, and Afghanistan. Additionally, the OIC calls for 

international support for peacebuilding efforts and the protection of civilians in conflict 

zones. 

 Peace Mediation: The OIC has offered itself as a mediator in regional conflicts, 

helping to bring together conflicting parties in a bid to achieve lasting peace. The 

organization often pushes for peaceful negotiations within UN frameworks to prevent 

conflicts from escalating further. 

 Humanitarian Aid and Civilian Protection: The OIC frequently collaborates with 

UN peacekeeping forces to ensure that civilians in conflict zones are protected and 

humanitarian aid reaches the most vulnerable populations. 

 

2.2.5 Influencing UN Resolutions and Debates 

Though it does not hold voting rights, the OIC has successfully used its observer status to 

influence UN debates and resolutions in several key areas: 

 Advocacy for Muslim Interests: As the voice of the Muslim-majority world, the 

OIC often mobilizes support within the UN for policies and resolutions that reflect the 

interests of its member states, such as religious freedom, the protection of Islamic 

heritage, and countering terrorism. 

 Strategic Alliances: The OIC forms alliances with other countries and organizations 

within the UN system to push for resolutions aligned with its values and objectives. 

This includes working with groups like the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), the 

African Union (AU), and other regional organizations. 



 

2.2.6 Challenges and Limitations of Observer Status 

While observer status provides the OIC with significant diplomatic advantages, there are 

inherent challenges and limitations to this role: 

 Limited Voting Power: The most notable limitation is the inability to vote on 

resolutions, which restricts the OIC’s ability to directly shape UN decisions. While 

the OIC can introduce ideas, it cannot influence the final outcome of resolutions 

unless they have the support of full UN member states. 

 Diplomatic Tensions Among Member States: The OIC’s diverse membership 

sometimes creates challenges in terms of unity. Disparities in political ideologies, 

economic development, and regional interests can limit the OIC's ability to present a 

unified stance on various issues within the UN framework. 

 Competing Interests: The OIC faces challenges in balancing the interests of its 

member states with broader international dynamics. The OIC must navigate internal 

political differences and external pressure from major powers to effectively 

advocate for the concerns of the Muslim world at the UN. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC's observer status at the United Nations provides it with a valuable platform for 

global advocacy, diplomatic engagement, and policy influence. Through this position, the 

OIC is able to promote the collective interests of its 57 member states, particularly in the 

areas of human rights, peace and security, and economic development. Despite the 

limitations of its non-voting status, the OIC has effectively used its voice to shape global 

discussions on issues critical to the Muslim world, such as the Palestinian issue, 

Islamophobia, and humanitarian crises. The OIC’s continued participation in the UN 

system underscores its importance in global diplomacy and its capacity to act as a powerful 

advocate for Muslim-majority nations. 

  



2.3 Advocacy for the Palestinian Cause 

One of the OIC's most prominent strengths lies in its steadfast advocacy for the Palestinian 

cause, a central issue for many of its member states. The organization has made the 

Palestinian issue a cornerstone of its agenda, both within its own structure and on the global 

diplomatic stage, particularly at the United Nations and in its relations with major 

international powers. The OIC has consistently called for the right of the Palestinian people 

to self-determination and the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state with East 

Jerusalem as its capital. Through its actions and diplomatic efforts, the OIC seeks to build 

international consensus and pressure to achieve a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. 

 

2.3.1 Early Commitment to Palestinian Self-Determination 

From its establishment in 1969, the OIC has been one of the strongest advocates for the 

rights of the Palestinian people. The organization’s early commitment to Palestinian self-

determination was embodied in its founding 1970 resolution that called for support of 

Palestinian independence and the protection of their rights against Israeli occupation. The 

OIC’s involvement with the Palestinian cause predates its involvement in other international 

matters and has remained a central focus of its political efforts. 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was recognized as the sole legitimate 

representative of the Palestinian people, and the OIC continues to support the two-state 

solution as the only viable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Through multiple 

resolutions and statements, the OIC has urged the international community to stand against 

Israeli policies that infringe upon Palestinian rights, such as settlement expansion and 

human rights abuses in the occupied territories. 

 

2.3.2 Key Actions by the OIC in Support of Palestine 

The OIC's support for Palestine has taken various forms, including: 

 Political and Diplomatic Advocacy: The OIC has consistently raised the Palestinian 

cause in international forums, most notably at the United Nations. As an observer 

in the UN, the OIC has pushed for resolutions that demand Israeli withdrawal from 

Palestinian territories and recognition of Palestinian sovereignty. It has also 

advocated for resolutions condemning Israeli military actions and human rights 

violations against Palestinians. 

 Financial and Humanitarian Support: The OIC has contributed to various 

humanitarian aid programs aimed at alleviating the suffering of Palestinians, 

particularly those in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Through initiatives like the 

Al-Quds Fund, the OIC has provided financial support for Palestinian refugees, 

education, healthcare, and the preservation of Islamic heritage sites in Jerusalem. 

Member states have also pledged millions of dollars in aid to support Palestine's 

economy and infrastructure. 



 Political Unity Among Member States: The OIC has worked to unify its member 

states around a common position on Palestine, despite the political differences and 

tensions among them. Through summits and conferences, the OIC has coordinated 

diplomatic efforts to present a united front in advocating for Palestinian rights. This 

unity has enabled the OIC to bring greater attention to the Palestinian cause on the 

world stage. 

 Support for the International Recognition of Palestine: One of the key goals of the 

OIC has been to secure international recognition of Palestine as an independent 

state. The OIC has pushed for the declaration of Palestinian statehood in 

international forums, including the UN General Assembly. In 2012, the UN General 

Assembly granted Palestine the status of a non-member observer state, a victory 

that the OIC actively supported. While this move did not result in full UN 

membership, it was seen as a significant diplomatic achievement that bolstered 

Palestine's claim for statehood. 

 

2.3.3 Advocacy for Jerusalem as the Capital of Palestine 

A central element of the OIC's advocacy for the Palestinian cause is its unwavering support 

for the status of Jerusalem. The city holds deep religious, cultural, and political significance 

for both Palestinians and Muslims worldwide. The OIC has continuously opposed any efforts 

to alter the status quo of Jerusalem and East Jerusalem, which Palestinians consider the 

capital of their future state. 

 Opposition to the U.S. Embassy Move: The OIC was vocal in its opposition to the 

U.S. decision in 2017 to relocate its embassy to Jerusalem. This move, widely 

criticized as recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, was seen as a direct 

challenge to Palestinian claims to East Jerusalem and a blow to the peace process. In 

response, the OIC held an emergency summit to condemn the move and call for 

international resistance to similar actions by other countries. 

 Support for the Islamic Character of Jerusalem: The OIC has worked to protect 

the Islamic holy sites in Jerusalem, particularly the Al-Aqsa Mosque, which is one 

of the holiest sites in Islam. The OIC has condemned Israeli efforts to alter the 

character of the city and increase Israeli control over Islamic religious sites. The 

organization has also advocated for the rights of Palestinian Muslims and Christians 

to freely access and worship at their holy sites in Jerusalem without restrictions. 

 

2.3.4 Pushing for a Two-State Solution 

At the heart of the OIC's advocacy for Palestine is the push for a two-state solution, which 

envisions Israel and Palestine coexisting peacefully within secure and recognized borders. 

The OIC has consistently called for the end of Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories 

and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state along the 1967 borders, with East 

Jerusalem as its capital. 

The OIC has worked to ensure that international diplomatic efforts remain focused on the 

two-state solution. Through its involvement in the United Nations, the organization has 



supported resolutions that call for the recognition of Palestine as a sovereign state. The OIC 

has also advocated for negotiations between Israel and Palestine to resolve key issues such as 

borders, security, refugees, and the status of Jerusalem. 

 

2.3.5 Mobilizing International Support 

The OIC is not alone in its advocacy for Palestine; it actively seeks to mobilize global 

support for Palestinian rights. The organization works to build coalitions with other 

international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and civil society 

groups to amplify its message. Through partnerships with the African Union (AU), the 

Arab League, and various human rights groups, the OIC helps to increase awareness and 

action on the Palestinian cause. 

 Solidarity with the Palestinian People: The OIC has consistently emphasized 

solidarity with the Palestinian people in their struggle for justice and peace. By 

bringing together member states, as well as global partners, the OIC has highlighted 

the urgent need for international support in addressing Palestinian grievances and 

securing a peaceful resolution to the conflict. 

 Campaigns and Advocacy: The OIC has launched various advocacy campaigns 

aimed at raising awareness about the plight of Palestinians and the importance of 

international intervention to end the Israeli occupation. These efforts include public 

campaigns, lobbying efforts, and educational programs designed to mobilize global 

public opinion in favor of Palestinian statehood and human rights. 

 

2.3.6 Challenges in Advocacy 

While the OIC has been successful in bringing attention to the Palestinian cause, it faces 

several challenges in its advocacy efforts: 

 Diverse Member State Interests: The OIC consists of 57 member states with 

diverse political interests and alliances. Some member states have close ties with 

Israel, which makes it difficult to maintain a unified stance on certain issues related 

to Palestine. 

 International Divisions: Despite the OIC’s efforts, there is often a lack of consensus 

within the international community on how to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Major powers like the United States and European Union often have differing views 

on the two-state solution and the role of Israel in the peace process, which 

complicates the OIC’s diplomatic efforts. 

 Changing Geopolitical Landscape: The changing geopolitical landscape in the 

Middle East and beyond, with the normalization of relations between some Arab 

states and Israel, has presented challenges to the OIC’s ability to maintain a cohesive 

position on the Palestinian issue. 

 

Conclusion 



The OIC’s advocacy for the Palestinian cause is one of its most enduring and significant 

strengths. Through its political, diplomatic, and humanitarian efforts, the organization has 

become the principal voice for Palestinian rights and the fight for Palestinian statehood on 

the global stage. While challenges remain, the OIC continues to push for the recognition of 

an independent Palestinian state within the framework of the two-state solution. Its efforts 

to protect Jerusalem and its holy sites, along with its support for the Palestinian people, 

ensure that the Palestinian issue remains a central focus of OIC diplomacy. 

  



2.4 Diplomatic Mediation and Peace Efforts 

Another key strength of the OIC is its role in diplomatic mediation and its commitment to 

peace efforts within the Muslim world and beyond. Over the years, the OIC has sought to be 

a proactive player in resolving conflicts that affect its member states, contributing to stability 

and peacebuilding in conflict-prone regions. Through diplomatic channels, peace initiatives, 

and multilateral negotiations, the OIC has worked tirelessly to resolve interstate and 

intrastate conflicts, sometimes acting as a mediator between opposing sides, or facilitating 

dialogue among groups in crisis. 

The OIC's collective diplomacy has focused on a broad spectrum of issues, ranging from 

territorial disputes to ethnic and sectarian conflicts to post-conflict reconciliation 

processes. 

 

2.4.1 Role in Conflict Mediation Within the Muslim World 

As an organization representing Muslim-majority nations, the OIC’s primary focus is often 

on conflicts within the Muslim world. Whether the conflict is driven by religious tensions, 

ethnic strife, or political disputes, the OIC plays an essential role in mediating between 

warring factions and encouraging dialogue for peaceful resolution. 

 Somalia (1990s): The OIC has played a role in mediating the Somali civil war and 

its aftermath. Since the collapse of the central government in 1991, the OIC has 

attempted to bring together the different factions in Somalia to negotiate peace 

agreements and establish a functioning government. The OIC has also been involved 

in humanitarian aid efforts to support the Somali population affected by conflict and 

famine. 

 Yemen (2010s-Present): The OIC has been involved in efforts to mediate the 

Yemeni Civil War. The conflict, which began in 2014 between the Houthi rebels and 

the internationally recognized government of Yemen, has led to a humanitarian crisis. 

The OIC has consistently called for a peaceful resolution and has participated in 

international initiatives like the Geneva talks aimed at negotiating an end to the 

conflict. Though progress has been slow, the OIC has emphasized the importance of 

dialogue over military confrontation and has used its diplomatic channels to push for 

ceasefires and humanitarian access. 

 

2.4.2 Mediation in Interfaith and Intersectarian Conflicts 

Given the diverse membership of the OIC, which spans both sectarian divides (Sunni and 

Shia) and includes a broad spectrum of religious, political, and cultural identities, the 

organization plays an important role in mediating sectarian tensions within the Muslim 

community. The OIC has also extended its diplomatic efforts to interfaith dialogue between 

Islam, Christianity, and other religions, encouraging peaceful coexistence and understanding 

in a world often divided by religious differences. 



 Sectarian Tensions in Iraq: Following the 2003 Iraq War and the rise of sectarian 

violence between Sunni and Shia groups, the OIC initiated several efforts to mediate 

and promote national reconciliation in Iraq. By bringing together Shiite, Sunni, and 

Kurdish leaders, the OIC played a key role in facilitating dialogue aimed at creating 

a more inclusive and stable political environment. 

 Tensions Between Sunni and Shia: The OIC has consistently worked to reduce 

sectarian violence between Sunni and Shia Muslim communities, particularly in 

regions like Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and Lebanon. The organization has launched 

initiatives to foster mutual understanding and coexistence by creating platforms for 

dialogue, emphasizing Islamic unity, and promoting religious tolerance across 

sectarian lines. 

 Islam-West Relations: The OIC has been at the forefront of efforts to reduce tensions 

between Islam and the West, especially in the wake of the 9/11 attacks, the rise of 

Islamophobia, and terrorist attacks carried out by extremist groups. The OIC 

initiated the Dialogue of Civilizations as a platform to promote mutual respect 

between the Muslim world and Western nations, seeking to bridge the gap of 

misunderstanding, cultural divisions, and religious extremism. 

 

2.4.3 Peacebuilding Initiatives in Conflict Areas 

In addition to direct diplomatic mediation, the OIC has focused on peacebuilding efforts that 

aim to address the root causes of conflicts and foster long-term stability. This involves not 

only ending violence but also promoting political reconciliation, economic recovery, and 

social harmony in post-conflict societies. 

 Afghanistan: After the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001, the OIC played a role in 

supporting the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The organization worked to mobilize 

humanitarian aid and encourage political reconciliation between various factions 

within the Afghan society. The OIC also supported women’s rights and education 

initiatives as part of its broader peacebuilding mission in the country. 

 Sudan: The OIC has worked to mediate in the Darfur conflict in Sudan and has 

played a key role in facilitating peace talks between the government and rebel groups. 

The OIC supported the Comprehensive Peace Agreement that eventually led to the 

independence of South Sudan in 2011, ending decades of civil war. The OIC 

continues to assist Sudan in its post-conflict recovery and peacebuilding processes. 

 

2.4.4 Engaging with Global and Regional Powers for Peace 

To further its peace efforts, the OIC actively engages with global and regional powers, 

seeking to coordinate peace initiatives and leverage external support for the resolution of 

conflicts. By working with institutions like the United Nations, the Arab League, and the 

African Union, the OIC can mobilize international support for conflict resolution and 

humanitarian efforts. 

 Iran-Saudi Relations: One of the major geopolitical rivalries in the Muslim world is 

the conflict between Iran and Saudi Arabia, two key OIC members with divergent 



political and religious ideologies. The OIC has occasionally attempted to mediate 

between these two countries, with the goal of reducing tensions and promoting 

regional stability. While the OIC has faced challenges in addressing the rivalry, it 

has emphasized dialogue and peaceful coexistence between these regional powers. 

 UN Collaboration: The OIC has maintained close cooperation with the United 

Nations in addressing global conflicts, particularly in regions such as the Middle 

East and North Africa. The organization has used its UN observer status to push for 

UN resolutions that address issues of conflict and humanitarian suffering and has 

sought the support of major powers to ensure that peace agreements are respected and 

implemented. 

 

2.4.5 Limitations in Diplomatic Mediation 

While the OIC’s mediation efforts have been important, there are several limitations to its 

influence and effectiveness: 

 Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms: Unlike entities such as the United Nations 

Security Council, the OIC lacks binding mechanisms to enforce peace agreements or 

to compel member states to adhere to diplomatic initiatives. This limits the 

effectiveness of its efforts in preventing conflicts and ensuring that peace is 

maintained once agreements are reached. 

 Internal Divisions Among Member States: The OIC's member states often have 

conflicting interests and political alliances, which can undermine the organization’s 

ability to act with a unified voice. This is especially evident in cases where member 

states have different priorities or diplomatic relations with external powers that 

complicate the mediation process. 

 Geopolitical Rivalries: In some cases, the geopolitical rivalries within the Muslim 

world have undermined the OIC’s efforts at mediation. Rivalries between countries 

like Saudi Arabia and Iran, or Turkey and other regional powers, sometimes 

prevent the OIC from playing a cohesive role in addressing regional conflicts. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC's role in diplomatic mediation and peace efforts is a testament to its commitment 

to regional and global stability. Through its proactive engagement in conflict resolution, 

peacebuilding, and promoting dialogue, the OIC has demonstrated its capacity to help 

manage conflicts within the Muslim world and beyond. Although the organization faces 

several challenges, including internal divisions and limitations on its enforcement 

capabilities, its continued efforts to mediate and promote peace remain crucial in today’s 

complex geopolitical landscape. 

  



2.5 Islamic Solidarity Fund and Emergency Relief 

The Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF) is one of the OIC’s key instruments for providing 

humanitarian assistance and emergency relief to member states facing crises such as 

natural disasters, humanitarian emergencies, and economic hardship. The OIC’s 

commitment to solidarity is exemplified by the establishment of the ISF, which serves as a 

financial vehicle to support emergency relief operations and reconstruction efforts in OIC 

member countries. This fund highlights the importance of cooperation and mutual support 

among Muslim-majority nations when faced with challenges. 

 

2.5.1 Establishment and Purpose of the Islamic Solidarity Fund 

The Islamic Solidarity Fund was established in 1974 as a means for the OIC to coordinate 

the collective response of member states to humanitarian crises. Its primary purpose is to 

provide immediate financial assistance to victims of natural disasters and conflicts, as well 

as to facilitate long-term recovery and reconstruction. The fund is a symbol of the OIC's 

commitment to the principle of Islamic solidarity, ensuring that no member state faces a 

crisis alone and that mutual support is available when needed. 

 Financing Mechanism: The ISF is financed through contributions from OIC 

member states, as well as donations from other organizations, including private 

sector entities. The contributions are used to finance emergency relief efforts, 

including food and medical supplies, housing assistance, and disaster response 

operations. 

 Humanitarian Assistance: The ISF supports projects that address the immediate 

needs of crisis-affected populations, such as medical aid, food security, and basic 

shelter. It also funds disaster preparedness programs in OIC member countries to 

reduce the impact of future crises. 

 

2.5.2 Role in Providing Emergency Relief in Natural Disasters 

The ISF has been a critical player in responding to natural disasters within the OIC 

member states, offering rapid relief to those affected by catastrophes such as earthquakes, 

floods, tsunamis, and droughts. These emergencies often strain the resources of affected 

countries, and the ISF provides the financial and logistical support needed to address urgent 

needs and begin recovery efforts. 

 Pakistan Earthquake (2005): One of the most notable examples of the ISF’s 

involvement was during the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan, which devastated Azad 

Jammu and Kashmir and parts of North-West Frontier Province (Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa). The ISF mobilized resources to provide food, water, medical 

supplies, and temporary shelter to the millions of displaced individuals. It also 

played a role in funding long-term recovery efforts, including the reconstruction of 

infrastructure and healthcare facilities. 



 Indonesia Tsunami (2004): The ISF was instrumental in mobilizing financial 

resources for the victims of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami that struck Indonesia, 

Sri Lanka, Thailand, and other countries. The OIC’s relief efforts, backed by the ISF, 

included humanitarian aid such as food and water distribution, and it contributed 

to the reconstruction of affected communities. 

 Turkish and Syrian Earthquakes (2023): The ISF again stepped in during the 2023 

earthquakes that affected both Turkey and Syria, providing emergency relief to the 

thousands of victims. The ISF mobilized financial aid for rescue operations, medical 

support, and temporary shelters, and it assisted in the long-term reconstruction of 

the affected regions. 

 

2.5.3 Support for Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

The ISF plays a significant role in supporting refugees and internally displaced persons 

(IDPs) within OIC member countries. Many OIC countries are dealing with the 

consequences of protracted conflicts, such as Syria, Afghanistan, and Yemen, resulting in 

large numbers of people fleeing their homes or living in refugee camps. 

 Syrian Refugee Crisis: The ISF has been involved in providing humanitarian 

assistance to the millions of Syrian refugees who have fled the war in Syria, 

primarily to neighboring countries such as Turkey, Jordan, and Lebanon. The fund 

has supported initiatives focused on healthcare, education, and livelihood support 

for displaced Syrians. The ISF also helped to provide food and shelter in camps, 

ensuring that refugees have access to basic needs during the ongoing crisis. 

 Yemeni IDPs: Yemen’s ongoing conflict has caused one of the world’s worst 

humanitarian crises, with millions displaced internally. The ISF has provided 

significant assistance to support IDPs in Yemen, including the provision of clean 

drinking water, health services, and food aid. The fund has also supported 

livelihood programs and education for displaced children. 

 

2.5.4 Capacity Building for Disaster Preparedness 

In addition to responding to emergencies, the ISF also invests in disaster preparedness to 

help OIC member states build resilience against future crises. By funding training 

programs, early warning systems, and disaster response infrastructure, the ISF helps 

countries enhance their ability to respond swiftly when disasters strike. 

 Disaster Resilience Programs: The ISF supports initiatives aimed at strengthening 

the disaster preparedness of member states, including the establishment of 

emergency response systems and the development of national disaster plans. These 

programs are crucial in regions that are prone to frequent natural disasters, ensuring 

that countries are better equipped to mitigate the impact of such events. 

 Collaborations with Local Governments: The ISF works closely with local 

governments and regional disaster response organizations to improve response 

times and efficiency in the aftermath of crises. This includes capacity-building 



initiatives to train local personnel in disaster management, logistical coordination, 

and community-based response strategies. 

 

2.5.5 Coordination with Other Humanitarian Organizations 

While the ISF plays a central role in providing emergency relief, it also collaborates with 

other humanitarian organizations, such as the United Nations, Red Cross, and 

international NGOs, to ensure that its efforts complement existing relief activities. By 

coordinating with these organizations, the OIC ensures that resources are distributed 

efficiently and that the relief efforts are non-duplicative, which maximizes the impact of 

humanitarian interventions. 

 UN Partnerships: The ISF works in close partnership with the UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), ensuring that OIC contributions 

are aligned with international standards and that aid reaches the most vulnerable 

populations. This coordination is especially critical in large-scale crises, such as those 

seen in Syria, Yemen, and Somalia. 

 NGO Collaborations: The OIC has also established partnerships with NGOs that 

specialize in areas such as healthcare, refugee support, and nutrition. These 

collaborations allow the OIC to leverage the expertise and resources of other 

organizations, ensuring that aid is delivered efficiently to affected communities. 

 

2.5.6 Challenges and Criticisms of the Islamic Solidarity Fund 

While the Islamic Solidarity Fund has been pivotal in providing humanitarian assistance 

across the OIC, it faces several challenges that can limit its effectiveness. 

 Limited Funding: The ISF's success is heavily dependent on the contributions from 

OIC member states. Given that many member countries face their own economic 

challenges, funding constraints can limit the scope of the ISF’s assistance during 

major crises. 

 Political Tensions: The political differences among OIC members can sometimes 

hinder the smooth allocation and distribution of relief. Regional rivalries and 

diplomatic tensions can impede efforts to deliver aid where it is needed most, 

particularly in conflict zones where parties may be unwilling to collaborate. 

 Lack of Infrastructure in Conflict Zones: In some conflict areas, the lack of basic 

infrastructure (such as transportation networks, safe access routes, and secure 

storage facilities) can complicate the delivery of relief and make it harder for the ISF 

to reach affected populations. 

 

Conclusion 

The Islamic Solidarity Fund plays a vital role in the OIC’s humanitarian mission by 

providing emergency relief and long-term recovery support to member states facing crises. 



Through rapid-response funding, disaster preparedness initiatives, and refugee support, 

the ISF demonstrates the OIC’s commitment to Islamic solidarity and the collective 

responsibility of member states to assist one another in times of need. Despite the challenges 

faced, the ISF remains a cornerstone of the OIC’s efforts to promote humanitarian aid and 

socioeconomic recovery across the Muslim world. 

  



2.6 Recognition as the Collective Voice of the Muslim 

World 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has long been recognized as the collective 

voice of the Muslim world. With its 57 member states, the OIC represents a substantial 

portion of the global population and holds significant political, economic, and cultural 

influence. Through its efforts, the OIC advocates for the interests of its member countries, 

promotes Islamic solidarity, and strives to create a unified response to the challenges facing 

the Muslim world. This recognition as the collective voice of the Muslim community 

underscores the OIC's role as an influential global organization. 

 

2.6.1 Promoting Muslim Unity and Solidarity 

At the core of the OIC's mission is the principle of Islamic solidarity—the belief that 

member countries should support one another in the face of adversity, whether it be political, 

economic, or social. The OIC works to strengthen ties between its members and to create 

unified positions on important global issues. 

 Crisis Response and Support: The OIC’s ability to rally its members around key 

issues, such as the Palestinian cause, humanitarian crises in countries like Syria and 

Yemen, and the challenges of Muslim minorities around the world, underscores its 

role as a central authority in advocating for Muslim interests globally. 

 Unified Voice: The OIC facilitates collective diplomacy in international forums like 

the United Nations, where the organization often speaks on behalf of its member 

countries. By uniting countries with different political and economic backgrounds, the 

OIC aims to forge a common stance on issues that affect the Muslim world. 

 

2.6.2 Advocacy in International Forums 

As the voice of the Muslim world, the OIC has worked to elevate the concerns of Muslim-

majority nations on the global stage. By coordinating positions on various international 

issues, the OIC amplifies the concerns of its members and ensures that Islamic perspectives 

are heard and considered in diplomatic discussions. 

 United Nations: The OIC holds an Observer status at the United Nations, which 

allows it to participate in discussions, issue statements, and contribute to resolutions 

related to human rights, conflict resolution, disarmament, and socio-economic 

development. The OIC’s involvement in the UN reflects its significant role as a voice 

for the global Muslim community. 

 Global Political Engagement: The OIC has used its position to advocate for issues 

such as the rights of Muslim minorities, the protection of religious freedoms, and 

the right to self-determination for oppressed peoples. Through its collective 

diplomacy, the OIC has made efforts to highlight concerns like Islamophobia and the 

defamation of Islam, which remain critical issues for many member states. 



 

2.6.3 Influencing Global Economic Policies 

The OIC’s collective voice is not limited to political matters but extends into the realm of 

global economics. The organization promotes economic cooperation among its member 

states and advocates for policies that enhance the well-being of the Muslim world on the 

global economic stage. 

 Islamic Banking and Finance: One of the OIC's significant contributions has been 

its role in promoting Islamic banking and finance. By advocating for Sharia-

compliant financial systems, the OIC has had a profound influence on the global 

financial system, particularly in regions where Islamic finance is a key component of 

economic development. The OIC has encouraged the growth of Islamic financial 

institutions and cross-border economic cooperation within the member states. 

 Development Initiatives: Through its Islamic Development Bank (IDB), the OIC 

has helped fund key infrastructure projects and economic development initiatives 

across member states. The IDB, as the economic arm of the OIC, plays a central role 

in promoting poverty reduction, sustainable development, and economic 

diversification in the Muslim world. The OIC’s economic advocacy extends to 

pushing for debt relief for developing Muslim-majority countries and encouraging 

foreign investment in these nations. 

 

2.6.4 Addressing Global Security Concerns 

The OIC is a key player in addressing security concerns that affect the Muslim world. From 

regional conflicts to the threat of terrorism and extremism, the OIC works to address the 

underlying security challenges that contribute to instability in the Muslim-majority regions. 

 Conflict Mediation: The OIC plays a role in mediating conflicts and facilitating 

peace talks in regions like Afghanistan, Syria, and Somalia. By bringing together 

conflicting parties and mobilizing diplomatic efforts, the OIC seeks to help find 

peaceful solutions to longstanding conflicts. 

 Combating Terrorism: The OIC has made concerted efforts to tackle the issue of 

terrorism and violent extremism. The organization has worked to promote 

counterterrorism cooperation among member states and to enhance the Islamic 

narrative against radicalization. By fostering unity, the OIC aims to combat the 

misinterpretation of Islam and counteract extremist ideologies that threaten both the 

Muslim world and global security. 

 

2.6.5 Promoting Islamic Culture and Education 

The OIC not only focuses on political and economic matters but also promotes Islamic 

culture and education through its initiatives. By advocating for the preservation and 

advancement of Islamic heritage, the OIC contributes to the promotion of Islamic values 

and provides a platform for educational and cultural exchange among member countries. 



 Education Programs: The OIC has established initiatives to promote education, 

particularly in science, technology, and higher education, across member countries. 

The organization works to ensure that youth in the Muslim world have access to 

quality education and are equipped with the necessary skills to contribute to their 

societies. 

 Cultural Diplomacy: Through events like the Islamic World Heritage Committee 

and support for Islamic arts and culture, the OIC enhances the global understanding 

of Islamic civilization and promotes cultural exchange between Muslim-majority 

nations and the rest of the world. 

 

2.6.6 Challenges to Its Role as the Collective Voice 

Despite its influence and the recognition it commands as the voice of the Muslim world, the 

OIC faces several challenges in fully realizing its mission of collective representation: 

 Diverse Political Interests: The OIC’s member states have diverse political systems 

and geopolitical interests, which sometimes makes it difficult to forge a unified 

stance on key issues. Regional rivalries, ideological differences, and varying 

foreign policies can lead to internal conflicts and weaken the effectiveness of the 

OIC’s collective voice. 

 Internal Divisions: Some member states have conflicting interests when it comes to 

issues such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, regional security concerns, and even 

economic policies. These divisions can lead to ineffectiveness in advancing the 

collective agenda and cause disagreements on how best to respond to global 

challenges. 

 Global Perceptions of the OIC: While the OIC is widely recognized as the voice of 

the Muslim world, it faces criticism and skepticism from both within and outside the 

Muslim world. Some critics argue that the OIC has not been effective enough in 

addressing human rights abuses or resolving regional conflicts. Additionally, the 

OIC is sometimes seen as ineffective in countering Islamophobia and anti-Muslim 

sentiment globally. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s role as the collective voice of the Muslim world is rooted in its ability to unify 

member states and advocate for their collective interests on the global stage. Through its 

efforts in political advocacy, economic development, and cultural promotion, the OIC has 

become an essential voice in international discussions on a range of global issues. However, 

internal challenges, political divisions, and the complex geopolitical landscape of its 

member states present ongoing hurdles in fully realizing its potential as a unified 

representative body for the Muslim world. 

  



Chapter 3: Strengths – Economic and 

Developmental Capabilities 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) plays a pivotal role in promoting 

economic growth and socioeconomic development across its member states. With the 

collective resources, skills, and political influence of 57 member countries, the OIC has the 

potential to catalyze substantial economic cooperation and support for sustainable 

development. This chapter explores the economic strengths of the OIC and highlights its 

developmental capabilities that help shape the economic future of the Muslim world. 

 

3.1 Collective Economic Power 

The OIC’s collective economic weight is one of its greatest assets. The member states are 

home to a large portion of the world's natural resources, including oil, gas, and minerals, 

which provide a solid foundation for economic cooperation and growth. 

 Energy Resources: Many OIC members, such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE, 

are among the world’s leading producers of oil and natural gas. This energy 

abundance provides the OIC with considerable influence over global energy markets 

and enables it to exert substantial economic power. By fostering energy cooperation, 

the OIC can leverage these resources to help member states achieve energy security 

and economic development. 

 Strategic Markets: The member states represent large, growing markets with 

significant potential for trade and investment. Together, these countries are an 

important part of the global supply chain and consumer markets. The OIC's 

collective power is further reinforced by a young and expanding population, which 

offers opportunities for economic growth, consumer spending, and labor force 

expansion. 

 Diversification: As OIC members seek to diversify their economies away from over-

reliance on natural resources, the OIC provides a platform for economic 

diversification efforts, including investments in infrastructure, technology, 

education, and manufacturing. 

 

3.2 Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 

One of the most important financial institutions under the OIC’s umbrella is the Islamic 

Development Bank (IDB). Established in 1975, the IDB is dedicated to supporting 

economic development and poverty reduction in OIC member states, and it serves as a 

critical driver of economic cooperation and funding for development projects. 

 Development Funding: The IDB provides long-term loans and grants to member 

states for key infrastructure and development projects, such as energy generation, 

transportation networks, healthcare, and education. By providing Islamic finance 

options that comply with Sharia law, the IDB promotes ethical investment and 

encourages sustainable development practices. 



 Capacity Building: The IDB offers technical assistance and capacity building to 

help member countries implement successful development projects. It offers 

expertise in areas like project management, economic policy formulation, and 

institutional strengthening, helping countries improve their development 

frameworks. 

 Regional Projects: The IDB has been instrumental in regional cooperation by 

financing projects that benefit multiple member states, such as cross-border 

infrastructure (e.g., railways, roads, and ports), which strengthens economic 

integration within the OIC. 

 

3.3 Trade and Investment Cooperation 

Trade and investment cooperation is another key strength of the OIC. Despite facing 

challenges in economic integration, the OIC has made strides in fostering trade relationships 

among its member countries and attracting investments from outside the organization. 

 OIC Trade Agreement (COMCEC): The Standing Committee for Economic and 

Commercial Cooperation (COMCEC) is a critical framework within the OIC that 

promotes regional trade and economic integration. Through initiatives such as the 

Trade Preferential System, the OIC aims to reduce trade barriers among member 

states and encourage the exchange of goods, services, and investment. This 

agreement allows member countries to benefit from preferential tariffs and foster 

closer economic ties. 

 Increased Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): The OIC works to attract foreign 

direct investment to member countries by promoting favorable investment climates, 

business reforms, and public-private partnerships. Countries like Turkey, 

Indonesia, and Malaysia are already hubs for foreign investment, and through the 

OIC, other member states are also making progress in improving investment 

environments. 

 Infrastructure Development: The OIC also plays a crucial role in facilitating the 

development of regional infrastructure such as roads, ports, and airports, making it 

easier for businesses to operate across borders. This infrastructure development is 

vital to enhancing trade efficiency and attracting investment into strategic sectors 

like agriculture, mining, and technology. 

 

3.4 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The OIC is committed to contributing to the global sustainable development agenda, 

including the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

This commitment is reflected in various development initiatives, including poverty 

alleviation, health, education, and environmental protection. 

 OIC Development Goals: The OIC has aligned many of its developmental goals 

with the UN SDGs, focusing on poverty reduction, universal healthcare, education 

access, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. The OIC's efforts to 



address these goals are fundamental to achieving a more equitable and prosperous 

Muslim world. 

 Green Economy and Sustainability: A key focus for the OIC is promoting a green 

economy across its member states. Several OIC countries have developed and 

implemented strategies for environmental sustainability, including investing in 

renewable energy and promoting eco-friendly infrastructure. By encouraging 

environmental best practices and fostering cooperation on climate change issues, 

the OIC aims to play an active role in global climate discussions. 

 Women’s Empowerment: The OIC promotes the empowerment of women through 

initiatives aimed at increasing their participation in the workforce, improving access 

to education, and ensuring that women have equal rights in areas such as healthcare, 

employment, and economic decision-making. 

 

3.5 Agriculture and Food Security Initiatives 

Agriculture plays a critical role in the economies of many OIC member states. With growing 

populations and changing climate conditions, ensuring food security and sustainable 

agricultural practices is an essential focus area for the OIC. 

 OIC Food Security Cooperation: The OIC has developed several initiatives to 

support agriculture and food security, especially in countries with low agricultural 

productivity. The OIC Food Security Organization works to improve food 

production and distribution systems, create sustainable agriculture policies, and 

address malnutrition. 

 Agricultural Technology and Innovation: The OIC encourages the adoption of 

modern agricultural technologies such as precision farming, genetically modified 

crops, and water-saving irrigation techniques. By sharing knowledge and expertise 

across member countries, the OIC seeks to increase agricultural output, improve food 

distribution systems, and reduce reliance on imports. 

 Regional Cooperation in Agriculture: The OIC fosters regional cooperation on 

agricultural issues, including the exchange of knowledge, resources, and 

technologies. Member states that are traditionally agricultural producers benefit from 

these collaborations, while more industrialized members can support others with 

expertise and investments in agricultural modernization. 

 

3.6 Financing Development through Islamic Finance 

Islamic finance provides an ethical and sustainable model for financing development 

projects. As the OIC represents a significant portion of the global Islamic finance market, it 

has the capacity to mobilize resources for developmental projects across its member states. 

 Islamic Finance Institutions: The OIC promotes Islamic finance principles, which 

include profit-sharing models (e.g., mudarabah and musharakah), asset-backed 

financing, and risk-sharing. These principles ensure that financial transactions are 

aligned with ethical and social values and do not involve interest-based lending or 

speculative investments. 



 Green Islamic Finance: Islamic finance institutions have developed products like 

green sukuk (Islamic bonds) to fund environmentally sustainable projects. By 

combining Islamic finance with green initiatives, the OIC has the potential to 

mobilize substantial capital for projects that address climate change, promote 

renewable energy, and foster sustainable development. 

 Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): The OIC encourages public-private 

partnerships to finance large-scale development projects, such as infrastructure, 

energy, and education. By aligning Islamic financial principles with global 

development needs, the OIC fosters collaborative models that drive economic 

growth and poverty reduction in its member states. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s economic and developmental capabilities provide a strong foundation for 

promoting sustainable growth, poverty alleviation, and regional integration across its 

member states. Through its support for trade cooperation, investment, Islamic finance, and 

green development, the OIC holds the potential to drive substantial progress in the Muslim 

world. By leveraging the Islamic Development Bank, promoting sustainable development 

goals, and focusing on key sectors like agriculture and energy, the OIC is well-positioned to 

contribute to the economic well-being of its member countries and to make a significant 

impact on the global stage. 

  



3.1 Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 

The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) stands as one of the cornerstone institutions of the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), playing a critical role in the economic 

development of member states. Established in 1975, the IsDB's mission is to foster 

socioeconomic progress in its member countries through Islamic financing principles that 

promote sustainable development. The IsDB leverages the collective strength of the OIC 

member states to channel resources and provide financial solutions tailored to the 

development needs of the Muslim world. 

 

3.1.1 Purpose and Mandate 

The primary mandate of the IsDB is to contribute to the socioeconomic development of its 

member countries by providing financial and technical support for development projects. 

The bank’s operations are firmly based on Sharia law, ensuring that financing solutions 

avoid interest-based transactions and are grounded in ethical principles. This unique 

approach has allowed the IsDB to serve as a critical catalyst for development in Muslim-

majority countries, offering an alternative to traditional forms of financing. 

 Ethical Financing: The IsDB promotes profit-sharing, asset-backed transactions, 

and risk-sharing principles as alternatives to traditional interest-bearing loans. This 

ensures that projects financed by the IsDB align with Islamic values, contributing to a 

more equitable financial ecosystem. 

 Developmental Goals: In line with its mandate, the IsDB focuses on achieving long-

term economic stability and poverty reduction by supporting projects across key 

sectors, including healthcare, education, infrastructure, and energy. 

 

3.1.2 Financial Instruments and Funding Mechanisms 

The IsDB offers a wide range of financial products designed to meet the diverse needs of its 

member countries while remaining compliant with Sharia principles. These products are 

aimed at providing funding for both public and private sector projects and include: 

 Sukuk (Islamic Bonds): The IsDB issues Sukuk as a means of raising funds for 

development projects. Sukuk are Sharia-compliant bonds that represent a share in 

the ownership of a specific asset or project, with returns derived from the income 

generated by that asset. This method of financing ensures transparency and ethical 

returns for investors. 

 Murabaha: A cost-plus financing arrangement where the bank purchases an asset and 

resells it to a client at an agreed-upon price that includes a profit margin. This 

product is often used for trade financing and commodity transactions. 

 Mudarabah and Musharakah: These profit-sharing contracts are used for funding 

businesses and projects. In Mudarabah, the IsDB provides capital to an entrepreneur 

or project manager, while the profits are shared according to an agreed-upon ratio. 

Musharakah involves joint partnerships where profits and losses are shared based on 

the proportion of capital invested. 



 Istisna'a: A contract for financing the production or construction of goods or 

services. This type of financing is particularly beneficial for infrastructure projects, 

where payment schedules align with construction timelines. 

 Qard Hassan: A form of interest-free loan that the IsDB provides to countries or 

organizations facing emergencies or specific needs. This form of financing is 

designed to assist countries during times of economic hardship or when poverty 

alleviation efforts are required. 

 

3.1.3 Key Areas of Focus 

The IsDB’s financial support spans a wide variety of sectors that are essential for sustainable 

development in member states. The bank focuses its efforts on the following areas: 

 Infrastructure Development: The IsDB has been instrumental in financing the 

construction of critical infrastructure such as roads, ports, bridges, and airports. 

These projects are vital to enhancing regional connectivity, trade, and economic 

integration within the OIC member countries. Infrastructure development also boosts 

the productivity of key industries like agriculture, manufacturing, and tourism. 

 Energy Sector: The IsDB is a major financier in the energy sector, with a special 

emphasis on renewable energy and energy efficiency projects. The bank provides 

funding for solar, wind, and hydroelectric projects aimed at achieving energy 

security for OIC countries. Additionally, the IsDB supports efforts to modernize 

energy infrastructures, such as electric grids and energy storage systems. 

 Health and Education: The IsDB funds projects that promote access to healthcare 

and education across OIC member states. This includes the construction of hospitals, 

healthcare facilities, and schools, as well as funding for health insurance schemes, 

vocational training programs, and university scholarships. The IsDB also 

addresses issues such as malnutrition and sanitation by providing funds for 

programs targeting public health improvements. 

 Agriculture and Food Security: The IsDB provides financial solutions for the 

development of the agriculture sector, which is key to the economic growth of many 

OIC member states. This includes support for irrigation systems, crop production, 

and livestock management. In addition, the IsDB supports projects aimed at 

improving food security and poverty reduction by increasing agricultural 

productivity. 

 Water and Sanitation: Access to clean water and improved sanitation is a priority 

for the IsDB, particularly in regions facing water scarcity or poor sanitation 

infrastructure. The bank provides funding for water treatment plants, irrigation 

systems, and wastewater management projects to improve living conditions in rural 

and urban areas alike. 

 

3.1.4 Role in Poverty Reduction and Developmental Assistance 

One of the IsDB's core objectives is to reduce poverty across its member countries. The 

bank’s investments in basic services like healthcare, education, clean water, and energy 

have a direct impact on improving living standards. Additionally, by funding infrastructure 



projects and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), the IsDB helps create job 

opportunities, stimulate economic growth, and promote sustainable livelihoods for 

marginalized populations. 

 Poverty Alleviation Programs: The IsDB finances targeted projects that provide 

direct support to the most vulnerable populations within member states. This 

includes programs designed to combat child labor, promote gender equality, and 

offer skills training for youth and women. 

 Microfinance and Social Development: The IsDB encourages the growth of 

microfinance institutions within its member countries, providing funding to support 

entrepreneurs and small businesses. This contributes to local economic 

development by creating job opportunities and helping reduce income inequality. 

 

3.1.5 IsDB’s Regional and Global Partnerships 

The IsDB has built strong relationships with both regional and global partners to enhance 

its impact. The bank collaborates with international organizations, development agencies, 

and private sector players to maximize its developmental reach and effectiveness. 

 Collaboration with the UN and other Multilateral Organizations: The IsDB 

works closely with UN agencies such as the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), World Health Organization (WHO), and World Bank to 

coordinate efforts in addressing global development challenges. This collaboration 

ensures that projects are well-aligned with international standards and contribute to 

global development goals, such as the SDGs. 

 Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): The IsDB actively promotes public-private 

partnerships to leverage private sector investments for development projects. By 

involving the private sector in financing and managing projects, the IsDB aims to 

increase efficiency and sustainability in the implementation of key development 

initiatives. 

 Bilateral and Multilateral Collaboration: The IsDB has established cooperative 

agreements with various countries and regional organizations, facilitating cross-

border projects and strengthening economic ties within the OIC region. 

 

3.1.6 Future Prospects and Challenges 

The future of the IsDB is promising, with opportunities to expand its influence and enhance 

its support for sustainable development across its member states. However, there are 

challenges that the bank must overcome to achieve its long-term goals: 

 Addressing Climate Change: The IsDB must continue to support climate-resilient 

projects to combat the growing impact of climate change on member countries, 

especially those in arid or flood-prone regions. Sustainable financing for 

renewable energy and climate adaptation will be essential for the future. 

 Expanding Access to Financing: The IsDB needs to ensure that its financing is 

accessible to all member states, including the poorest and most vulnerable 



countries. Efforts must be made to expand the availability of microfinancing and 

small loans to support entrepreneurs and local businesses. 

 Increasing Private Sector Involvement: To meet the growing development needs of 

its members, the IsDB will need to foster greater private sector engagement in 

development projects, ensuring that both public and private investments are aligned 

with long-term development objectives. 

 

Conclusion 

The Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) is a central pillar in the OIC's efforts to drive 

economic development and poverty alleviation across member countries. Through its 

innovative financial instruments, project financing capabilities, and focus on key sectors 

such as energy, healthcare, agriculture, and education, the IsDB is contributing 

significantly to the economic progress of the Muslim world. Despite the challenges it faces, 

the IsDB's role as a facilitator of Islamic financing and sustainable development ensures 

that it will remain a critical player in shaping the future of OIC member states. 

  



3.2 Promotion of Trade and Economic Cooperation 

The Promotion of Trade and Economic Cooperation is a central tenet of the Organization 

of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), aimed at fostering closer economic ties and integration 

among its 57 member states. This initiative seeks to increase trade flows, encourage 

investment, and promote economic collaboration in key sectors, leveraging the collective 

strength of member countries to enhance mutual prosperity. The OIC recognizes that 

economic cooperation and regional integration are essential to achieving sustainable 

development and economic growth, particularly in the face of global challenges such as 

economic disparity, geopolitical tensions, and market volatility. 

 

3.2.1 Key Objectives of Promoting Trade and Economic Cooperation 

The OIC has established several key objectives to promote trade and economic cooperation 

among its members. These objectives aim to foster a trade-friendly environment, enhance 

investment opportunities, and build strategic regional partnerships. 

 Diversification of Trade: One of the OIC's primary goals is to encourage the 

diversification of trade among member countries. By reducing dependency on a few 

sectors, the OIC aims to create resilient economies within its member states. This 

diversification includes the promotion of non-oil sectors such as manufacturing, 

agriculture, technology, and services. 

 Expansion of Intra-OIC Trade: The OIC seeks to increase intra-OIC trade, which 

has historically been relatively low compared to other regional groupings. Through 

initiatives like the OIC Trade Preferential System (TPS-OIC) and OIC Free 

Trade Agreement, the organization works to reduce barriers to trade such as tariffs, 

quotas, and non-tariff barriers. 

 Facilitating Investment: The OIC aims to facilitate foreign direct investment (FDI) 

flows into its member countries by improving the investment climate, offering 

incentives, and ensuring investor protection. The OIC also works to encourage 

intra-OIC investments to strengthen economic ties within the region. 

 Infrastructure Connectivity: Infrastructure is a critical enabler of trade and 

economic cooperation. The OIC emphasizes the importance of developing cross-

border transportation networks, logistics systems, and energy infrastructure to 

ensure smoother trade flows and greater economic integration. 

 

3.2.2 Key Mechanisms for Promoting Trade and Economic Cooperation 

The OIC has established several mechanisms and frameworks to actively promote trade and 

economic cooperation among its member states. These include specialized organizations, 

agreements, and initiatives designed to address the specific challenges of intra-OIC trade and 

investment. 

 

3.2.2.1 The OIC Trade Preferential System (TPS-OIC) 



The OIC Trade Preferential System (TPS-OIC) is a preferential trade agreement aimed at 

boosting trade among member states by offering reduced tariffs on selected products. The 

system encourages members to expand their trade relations within the OIC, creating 

opportunities for diversification and greater market access. 

 Objectives of TPS-OIC: 

o Increase intra-OIC trade by providing preferential tariffs for goods traded 

between member states. 

o Enhance the competitiveness of OIC member countries in global markets. 

o Foster economic integration by simplifying customs procedures and 

increasing market access. 

 Impact: The TPS-OIC has made a significant contribution to boosting trade among 

OIC countries. By providing preferential tariff rates, it has made trade between 

member states more affordable and competitive. However, challenges remain in terms 

of implementation and product coverage, and efforts continue to expand and refine 

the agreement. 

 

3.2.2.2 The OIC Free Trade Agreement (OIC-FTA) 

The OIC Free Trade Agreement (OIC-FTA) aims to create a free trade zone among 

member countries by gradually removing barriers to trade, such as tariffs and customs 

procedures. The agreement seeks to facilitate free movement of goods, services, and 

capital, enhancing economic cooperation and supporting the growth of cross-border trade 

and investment. 

 Key Features of OIC-FTA: 

o Elimination of Tariffs: The agreement aims to eliminate tariffs on selected 

goods, creating a more competitive environment for trade. 

o Non-Tariff Barriers: It also addresses non-tariff barriers, such as customs 

regulations, standards, and licenses, which often hinder trade between 

member countries. 

o Dispute Resolution Mechanism: The OIC-FTA includes provisions for 

resolving trade disputes between member countries, helping to ensure fair 

trade practices and maintain trade relationships. 

 Progress: Although the OIC-FTA is still in its early stages, it is an important step 

towards regional economic integration. Many countries have shown interest in 

expanding the agreement to cover additional sectors and reduce barriers to trade even 

further. 

 

3.2.2.3 The OIC Investment Promotion Agency (OIC-IPA) 

The OIC Investment Promotion Agency (OIC-IPA) is responsible for promoting and 

facilitating foreign direct investment (FDI) into member states. The OIC-IPA works to 

create an attractive investment climate through policy advocacy, investment incentives, 

and the streamlining of investment processes. 



 Functions of the OIC-IPA: 

o Promoting Investment Opportunities: The OIC-IPA works to identify 

investment opportunities across various sectors such as energy, 

infrastructure, technology, and manufacturing. 

o Facilitating Investment: It assists investors by providing information on legal 

frameworks, tax incentives, and regulatory requirements, helping to attract 

both intra-OIC and global investors. 

o Capacity Building: The OIC-IPA also provides training and resources to 

enhance the investment capacities of member states, helping them to better 

attract and retain investment. 

 Impact: The OIC-IPA has been successful in attracting significant foreign 

investment into OIC countries, particularly in key sectors like energy, technology, 

and manufacturing. The agency plays a crucial role in driving economic growth and 

creating job opportunities in member states. 

 

3.2.2.4 The OIC Business Forum 

The OIC Business Forum provides a platform for private sector actors to engage in 

dialogue and explore business opportunities within the OIC region. The forum brings 

together business leaders, investors, and government representatives to foster closer 

economic cooperation and networking among member states. 

 Objectives of the OIC Business Forum: 

o Promote Private Sector Engagement: The forum helps connect businesses 

with potential partners, investors, and market opportunities across the OIC 

region. 

o Encourage Collaboration: By organizing business meetings, exhibitions, 

and trade missions, the forum encourages collaboration and partnerships 

among companies within and outside the OIC region. 

o Enhance Policy Advocacy: The forum serves as a platform to advocate for 

policies that promote economic integration and business-friendly 

environments across member states. 

 Impact: The OIC Business Forum has been instrumental in fostering cross-border 

partnerships, providing a platform for companies to explore market expansion, and 

supporting the growth of regional businesses through networking and collaboration. 

 

3.2.3 Challenges to Promoting Trade and Economic Cooperation 

While the OIC has made significant strides in promoting trade and economic cooperation, 

several challenges remain that hinder the full realization of its goals: 

 Political Tensions: Geopolitical tensions and political instability in some OIC 

member states can disrupt trade and economic cooperation efforts, making it difficult 

to establish long-term partnerships and collaborations. 

 Infrastructure Gaps: Many OIC member states face infrastructure challenges that 

limit the efficiency of cross-border trade. These include issues such as poor 



transportation networks, inadequate logistics systems, and underdeveloped 

energy grids. 

 Non-Tariff Barriers: While tariffs are a significant obstacle to trade, non-tariff 

barriers, such as bureaucratic hurdles, trade restrictions, and complex 

regulations, continue to impede the free flow of goods and services between member 

states. 

 Diverse Economies: The OIC consists of countries with diverse economic 

structures, ranging from oil-rich nations to low-income economies. This economic 

diversity can create challenges in terms of aligning trade policies and achieving 

mutual benefits across the region. 

 

3.2.4 Conclusion 

The Promotion of Trade and Economic Cooperation is a fundamental objective of the 

OIC, aiming to increase intra-OIC trade, boost investment flows, and enhance regional 

integration. Through initiatives such as the TPS-OIC, OIC-FTA, and OIC-IPA, the 

organization is making strides in creating a more connected and resilient economic 

environment. However, ongoing challenges such as political tensions, infrastructure 

deficits, and non-tariff barriers must be addressed for the full potential of intra-OIC trade 

and economic cooperation to be realized. The OIC’s efforts are critical to achieving long-

term economic prosperity and sustainability for its member states. 

  



3.3 Joint Action on Food Security and Poverty 

One of the critical priorities for the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is 

addressing the issues of food security and poverty. These challenges are particularly 

pressing within many member states, where resource limitations, political instability, and 

climate change exacerbate existing vulnerabilities. As a multilateral organization, the OIC 

has recognized the urgency of cooperative efforts in tackling food insecurity and poverty in a 

collective, regionally coordinated approach. By leveraging the collective strength and 

resources of its 57 member states, the OIC seeks to create lasting solutions that not only 

address immediate humanitarian needs but also promote sustainable development. 

 

3.3.1 Food Security Challenges Across the OIC Region 

The OIC region is home to diverse countries facing a wide range of food security challenges. 

These include insufficient food production, economic inequality, political instability, and 

the impact of climate change on agricultural yields. Many OIC member states are situated in 

regions where food insecurity is a persistent challenge, particularly in areas experiencing 

conflict, drought, flooding, and desertification. 

Key food security challenges in the OIC region include: 

 Low Agricultural Productivity: Many OIC countries, particularly those in Africa 

and South Asia, struggle with low agricultural productivity. Factors such as poor 

infrastructure, lack of investment in agriculture, and outdated farming 

techniques contribute to insufficient food production. 

 Natural Disasters: Many OIC member states are vulnerable to the impact of climate 

change and natural disasters, such as droughts, floods, and cyclones, which 

undermine food production and availability. 

 Conflict and Displacement: Conflict and political instability in countries like Syria, 

Yemen, and parts of Africa have disrupted food production, distribution, and access, 

leaving millions of people in urgent need of humanitarian aid. 

 Rural Poverty: A significant portion of the population in many OIC countries lives in 

rural areas and depends on agriculture for their livelihoods. However, poverty, lack 

of access to markets, and limited access to resources like water, seeds, and 

fertilizers further hinder their ability to meet food security needs. 

 

3.3.2 OIC’s Joint Efforts to Address Food Security 

The OIC has initiated several programs and joint action plans to address the issue of food 

security across its member states. These efforts focus on increasing food production, 

ensuring access to nutritious food, and addressing the underlying causes of food insecurity, 

such as poverty, economic disparity, and poor governance. 

 

3.3.2.1 The OIC Food Security Strategy (OIC-FSS) 



The OIC Food Security Strategy (OIC-FSS) is a comprehensive framework designed to 

tackle the root causes of food insecurity across member states. The strategy focuses on 

enhancing food production capacity, improving agricultural sustainability, and promoting 

regional cooperation in tackling food crises. 

 Key Objectives of OIC-FSS: 

o Boosting Agricultural Productivity: The OIC-FSS focuses on increasing the 

productivity of small-scale farmers, improving irrigation systems, and 

encouraging the use of modern technologies to increase food output. 

o Reducing Food Waste: Addressing food loss and waste across the food 

supply chain is a key goal. Efforts focus on improving storage facilities, 

transportation infrastructure, and market access. 

o Promoting Sustainable Agricultural Practices: The strategy emphasizes 

environmentally sustainable farming techniques, including organic 

farming, agroforestry, and conservation agriculture. 

 Impact: The OIC-FSS has contributed to the development of regional food security 

programs and has supported agricultural projects that increase food availability, 

particularly in rural areas. Its success relies heavily on cooperation with local 

governments, international organizations, and the private sector. 

 

3.3.2.2 The OIC Humanitarian Affairs Cooperation Council (OIC-HACC) 

The OIC Humanitarian Affairs Cooperation Council (OIC-HACC) plays a crucial role in 

coordinating humanitarian assistance to alleviate food insecurity and poverty in OIC member 

states. The OIC-HACC organizes relief efforts, manages emergency aid, and partners with 

global organizations such as the United Nations and NGOs to respond to crises and 

disasters. 

 Key Functions of OIC-HACC: 

o Coordinating Food Aid: The OIC-HACC facilitates the distribution of 

emergency food aid to countries facing acute food shortages due to natural 

disasters, conflicts, or economic instability. 

o Supporting Vulnerable Populations: Special emphasis is placed on 

providing aid to displaced populations, refugees, and low-income 

communities affected by food crises. 

o Disaster Risk Reduction: The OIC-HACC is involved in disaster 

preparedness, helping vulnerable countries build resilience against food 

insecurity caused by natural disasters and climate-related challenges. 

 Impact: Through food relief programs, the OIC-HACC has successfully delivered 

life-saving assistance to millions of people in crisis situations. However, it is also 

crucial to move beyond short-term relief to long-term solutions aimed at self-

sufficiency. 

 

3.3.2.3 OIC’s Role in Promoting Agricultural Research and Development 



The OIC has recognized the importance of scientific research and technology in enhancing 

food security. Through initiatives such as the Islamic Organization for Food Security 

(IOFS) and partnerships with other international agricultural research institutions, the OIC 

promotes innovative farming techniques, crop diversification, and improved seed 

varieties to combat food insecurity. 

 Key Focus Areas: 

o Research and Technology: The OIC supports agricultural research in areas 

such as genetic engineering, drought-resistant crops, and advanced 

irrigation techniques to help countries adapt to climate change and improve 

food production. 

o Training and Capacity Building: The OIC offers training programs for 

farmers and agricultural workers to improve their skills in modern farming 

techniques, sustainable agriculture, and post-harvest management. 

o Strengthening National Agricultural Policies: The OIC works with member 

states to develop and implement policies that promote agricultural 

development, investment, and food security. 

 Impact: Agricultural research and development are key to improving productivity 

and sustainability within OIC countries. By fostering innovation, the OIC helps 

create solutions to local food security problems, particularly in regions affected by 

low agricultural output and resource scarcity. 

 

3.3.3 Joint Action on Poverty Alleviation 

In parallel with its food security efforts, the OIC is deeply committed to tackling the issue of 

poverty across its member states. The OIC recognizes the interconnectedness of poverty and 

food insecurity, understanding that poverty often leads to lack of access to food, poor 

nutritional outcomes, and health problems. 

 

3.3.3.1 The OIC Poverty Reduction Strategy (OIC-PRS) 

The OIC Poverty Reduction Strategy (OIC-PRS) is designed to address the root causes of 

poverty by focusing on economic empowerment, social welfare, and education. This 

strategy emphasizes inclusive development, particularly in underdeveloped and conflict-

affected areas. 

 Key Objectives: 

o Promoting Inclusive Economic Growth: The OIC promotes policies that 

create economic opportunities for the poor and marginalized populations, 

including access to microfinance, entrepreneurship programs, and skills 

development. 

o Improving Social Welfare Systems: The OIC works to enhance the social 

safety nets in member countries, providing financial assistance to those 

living in extreme poverty and addressing issues like healthcare, education, 

and housing. 



o Enhancing Access to Education: Education is seen as a key driver of poverty 

alleviation. The OIC supports initiatives that ensure equal access to quality 

education for children, particularly girls, in impoverished communities. 

 Impact: The OIC-PRS has contributed to poverty reduction efforts in numerous 

member states, providing financial support to vulnerable populations and fostering 

economic development through capacity-building initiatives. However, challenges 

remain in sustainable implementation and monitoring progress. 

 

3.3.4 Conclusion 

The OIC’s joint action on food security and poverty represents a comprehensive approach to 

addressing two of the most pressing issues facing its member states. Through collaborative 

programs, humanitarian assistance, and long-term development strategies, the OIC is 

working to enhance the availability and accessibility of food, while also tackling the root 

causes of poverty. Moving forward, the organization must continue to focus on sustainable 

solutions, enhance regional cooperation, and address the underlying issues of political 

instability, climate change, and economic inequality to achieve lasting progress in food 

security and poverty reduction across the Muslim world. 

  



3.4 Resource-Rich Member States (Oil, Gas, Minerals) 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) includes several resource-rich member 

states that are blessed with vast reserves of oil, natural gas, and minerals. These resources 

play a significant role in the economic strength of the OIC region, contributing substantially 

to global energy markets, industrial development, and economic growth. The wealth 

generated from these resources provides a unique opportunity for economic cooperation and 

development within the OIC, but it also presents challenges in terms of sustainable 

management, distribution of wealth, and economic diversification. 

 

3.4.1 Oil and Gas Reserves in OIC Member States 

A number of OIC countries are known for their significant oil and gas reserves, which are 

among the largest in the world. These resources have been central to the economic 

development of these countries, but the dependence on oil and natural gas as primary 

economic drivers poses challenges in terms of economic diversification and sustainability. 

 Key OIC Member States with Major Oil and Gas Reserves: 

o Saudi Arabia: As one of the world’s largest oil producers, Saudi Arabia holds 

vast oil reserves, making it a key player in the global energy market. The 

Kingdom is a leading member of the Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) and has historically influenced global oil 

prices. 

o Iran: Iran is another major oil and gas producer with significant reserves, 

although political sanctions have impacted its oil exports in recent years. 

Despite this, Iran remains a pivotal player in the OIC region's energy sector. 

o Iraq: Iraq has some of the world’s largest proven oil reserves, contributing 

heavily to its economy, especially in terms of oil exports. 

o United Arab Emirates (UAE): The UAE, particularly through the emirate of 

Abu Dhabi, has vast oil and gas resources, making it one of the wealthiest 

nations in the OIC. 

o Kuwait: Kuwait is known for its large oil reserves, ranking among the top 

countries globally in terms of oil wealth. 

o Algeria: In North Africa, Algeria has significant natural gas reserves and is 

a key supplier to Europe, while also producing considerable oil. 

 Economic Significance: 

o Global Oil and Gas Markets: The OIC’s resource-rich nations are key 

players in the global energy sector, controlling large portions of the world’s 

energy supplies. These nations’ ability to influence oil prices impacts global 

economic stability and geopolitical dynamics. 

o Revenue Generation: Oil and gas exports are a primary source of revenue for 

many OIC countries, supporting their national budgets, providing foreign 

exchange, and fueling economic growth. 

 

3.4.2 Mineral Resources in OIC Member States 



Beyond oil and gas, many OIC member states are also rich in mineral resources, such as 

gold, copper, phosphates, and rare earth elements. These minerals are increasingly 

important in the context of the global demand for technology, manufacturing, and 

renewable energy production. 

 Key OIC Member States with Rich Mineral Resources: 

o Turkey: Turkey has a diverse array of mineral resources, including coal, 

copper, chromium, and boron, which are vital for industries such as 

construction, manufacturing, and electronics. 

o Indonesia: Indonesia is rich in coal, tin, nickel, and gold, and its nickel 

reserves are particularly significant in the context of the electric vehicle (EV) 

battery industry. 

o Pakistan: Pakistan has large deposits of coal, salt, chromite, and marble, 

which are important for local industries and global exports. 

o Central Asian Countries (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan): These 

countries are endowed with a wealth of natural resources, including 

uranium, gas, and metals. Kazakhstan, for example, is a leading exporter of 

uranium. 

o African OIC Members (Nigeria, Mali, Guinea): These countries have 

considerable reserves of gold, bauxite, iron ore, and other minerals that are 

critical for both domestic development and international trade. 

 Economic Significance: 

o Export Revenue: Just like oil and gas, mineral exports play a significant role 

in the economies of these countries. The revenue from mineral exports can 

support infrastructure development, improve living standards, and diversify 

the economy. 

o Industrial Development: The extraction and processing of minerals are 

crucial for the development of local industries, particularly in manufacturing, 

construction, and technology sectors. 

o Geopolitical Power: Access to rare earth elements, used in high-tech 

industries, gives mineral-rich OIC states significant geopolitical influence in 

the global market. 

 

3.4.3 Opportunities for Economic Cooperation 

The vast natural resources available in many OIC member states present significant 

opportunities for economic cooperation within the organization. These resources, when 

strategically managed, could promote regional development, improve economic 

integration, and ensure sustainable development across the OIC region. 

 Energy Cooperation: With many OIC countries being major oil and gas producers, 

there is potential for further cooperation in energy production, distribution, and 

energy infrastructure development. By investing in energy grids, joint refineries, 

and pipelines, OIC countries can increase their energy security and economic 

resilience. 

 Investment in Infrastructure: Resource-rich OIC states could benefit from 

investment in infrastructure, including the construction of transport corridors, 



ports, and refining facilities, which would facilitate the flow of resources within the 

region and promote regional trade. 

 Mineral Trade Agreements: OIC countries could form trade agreements that 

facilitate the exchange of minerals and the development of shared processing 

facilities. This would enable countries with limited resources to access the raw 

materials they need while boosting economic growth for mineral-rich nations. 

 Diversification and Technology Transfer: Resource-rich OIC nations could invest 

in the diversification of their economies, using revenue from natural resources to 

fund technology and industrial development. Technology transfer and knowledge-

sharing among member states could help modernize industries, create sustainable 

growth, and reduce dependency on fossil fuels. 

 

3.4.4 Challenges of Resource Dependency 

While the resource wealth of OIC member states presents significant opportunities, it also 

comes with challenges: 

 Over-reliance on Extractive Industries: Many OIC countries that are rich in oil, 

gas, and minerals face the "resource curse", where an over-reliance on extractive 

industries can stifle economic diversification, create social inequality, and foster 

political instability. 

 Environmental and Sustainability Concerns: The extraction of natural resources, 

particularly oil and minerals, often leads to environmental degradation. Sustainable 

management of these resources, with a focus on renewable energy and 

environmental protection, is essential for long-term prosperity. 

 Geopolitical Tensions: Resource-rich OIC states may face geopolitical tensions with 

external powers or regional rivals over control of valuable resources. Conflicts over 

resources can disrupt economic stability and lead to political instability within OIC 

nations. 

 Volatility in Global Prices: The prices of oil, gas, and minerals are highly volatile 

and subject to global market fluctuations. Resource-rich OIC countries must 

develop economic resilience to mitigate the effects of price crashes and ensure 

economic stability. 

 

3.4.5 Conclusion 

The resource-rich member states of the OIC play a crucial role in the organization’s 

economic landscape. The wealth derived from oil, gas, and minerals contributes significantly 

to global energy markets and has the potential to fuel long-term economic growth within the 

OIC region. However, for these resources to translate into sustainable development and 

regional prosperity, the OIC must focus on economic diversification, environmental 

sustainability, and cooperative development initiatives. By leveraging these resources for 

mutual benefit and addressing the challenges of over-reliance and geopolitical tensions, the 

OIC can harness the full potential of its natural wealth. 

  



3.5 Common Interests for Economic Integration 

One of the key strengths of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is its potential 

for economic integration among its member states, particularly through the shared common 

interests of mutual economic benefit. The OIC member states, despite their diverse political, 

social, and economic environments, share numerous commonalities that can be leveraged to 

promote regional economic cooperation, trade integration, and sustainable development. 

These interests provide a solid foundation for economic collaboration that can elevate the 

OIC's collective economic standing on the global stage. 

 

3.5.1 Promotion of Trade and Investment Among Member States 

A significant area of economic integration within the OIC is the promotion of trade and 

investment among its member states. Despite the diverse levels of economic development, 

OIC countries have many complementary interests that make them potential trading 

partners. These include a shared interest in expanding domestic markets, capitalizing on 

regional economic growth, and enhancing trade agreements that facilitate the free flow of 

goods, services, and capital. 

 Trade Agreements: The OIC member states have created several frameworks to 

promote trade integration, including the Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) and 

the Trade Negotiation Framework (TNF), which aim to reduce barriers to trade and 

establish preferential trade agreements. 

 Investment Promotion: Many OIC countries seek to diversify their economies by 

attracting foreign investment, particularly in sectors such as energy, 

infrastructure, technology, and manufacturing. With common interests in 

economic growth, member states can work to streamline their investment 

regulations, reduce barriers, and establish investment funds to facilitate mutual 

growth. 

 

3.5.2 Infrastructure Development and Connectivity 

The OIC member states share a common interest in infrastructure development to connect 

their economies and enhance intra-regional trade. Enhanced transportation networks, 

energy grids, telecommunications, and logistics infrastructure are essential for reducing 

the costs of cross-border transactions and facilitating smoother business operations across 

OIC states. 

 Transportation Corridors: OIC countries with common geographical interests, such 

as those in Central Asia, South Asia, and the Middle East, can collaborate on 

developing key transportation corridors to improve land, sea, and air 

connectivity, ensuring the efficient movement of goods and services. 

 Energy Infrastructure: Given the significant natural energy resources in many OIC 

states, there is a shared interest in expanding regional energy networks to ensure 

energy security and facilitate regional energy trade. Projects like the Trans-Asia 



Gas Pipeline and other cross-border electricity grids can significantly improve 

energy connectivity between member states. 

 Digital Infrastructure: In addition to physical infrastructure, the OIC has the 

opportunity to promote digital integration among member states. Investment in ICT 

infrastructure, 5G networks, and e-commerce platforms will drive the digital 

economy and improve business efficiencies. 

 

3.5.3 Agricultural Cooperation for Food Security 

Agricultural development and food security are critical concerns for many OIC member 

states, particularly those in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, which face varying levels of 

agricultural challenges. A shared interest in achieving food self-sufficiency, improving 

agricultural productivity, and reducing dependence on food imports can drive stronger 

agricultural cooperation. 

 Agricultural Innovation: Many OIC countries are already working together to 

enhance agricultural productivity through the transfer of knowledge, modern 

farming techniques, and sustainable agricultural practices. Collaboration in 

agriculture technology (AgTech), irrigation systems, and climate-smart 

agriculture can be a driving force for boosting food production. 

 Trade in Agricultural Products: Member states have diverse climates and 

agricultural capacities that could be leveraged to complement each other. Countries 

with a surplus of certain agricultural products could trade with countries that are 

unable to meet their food needs. Establishing agricultural trade hubs within the OIC 

could lead to better food security across the region. 

 Common Policy Framework: A unified agricultural policy across OIC countries 

could encourage the free flow of agricultural goods within the region, facilitate joint 

research and development in agricultural technology, and provide a platform for 

addressing common challenges such as climate change, water scarcity, and land 

degradation. 

 

3.5.4 Collaboration in Technology and Innovation 

Technology and innovation have the potential to drive economic integration across the OIC 

by creating new industries, improving productivity, and fostering knowledge transfer 

between member states. Many OIC countries, particularly those in the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC), are investing heavily in innovation and research and development 

(R&D). 

 Tech Startups and Innovation Hubs: OIC states, such as the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 

Turkey, and Malaysia, are rapidly emerging as tech hubs with thriving startup 

ecosystems. These countries could collaborate to establish cross-border innovation 

hubs focused on sectors like artificial intelligence (AI), fintech, renewable energy, 

and smart cities. 

 Education and Research: Many OIC countries are investing in higher education 

and research institutions to foster innovation and technology development. By 



collaborating on joint research projects, scholarship programs, and scientific 

exchanges, member states can boost their technological capabilities and foster the 

development of cutting-edge solutions to shared challenges. 

 Technological Transfer and Capacity Building: OIC countries with advanced 

technological infrastructure can support less developed nations by sharing knowledge, 

resources, and technical expertise. This can be done through capacity-building 

programs that promote the adoption of emerging technologies like blockchain, 

artificial intelligence, and clean energy technologies. 

 

3.5.5 Tourism as a Key Sector for Integration 

Tourism presents another avenue for economic integration in the OIC region. With its rich 

cultural heritage, historical sites, religious landmarks, and natural beauty, the OIC 

region is a prime destination for tourists from both within the Muslim world and beyond. 

 Religious Tourism: The OIC member states, particularly Saudi Arabia (with Mecca 

and Medina) and Turkey (with Istanbul), hold global significance as religious 

tourism destinations. Joint efforts in promoting religious tourism can encourage 

greater movement of pilgrims and tourists within the region. 

 Cultural Exchange: In addition to religious tourism, the OIC can promote cultural 

tourism by showcasing the rich and diverse cultures of its member states. This can 

foster deeper intercultural dialogue and promote understanding among member 

nations. 

 Sustainable Tourism: The OIC could also adopt common frameworks for 

sustainable tourism, encouraging member states to develop their tourism industries 

in ways that preserve their natural and cultural heritage while creating economic 

opportunities. 

 

3.5.6 Conclusion 

The shared economic interests of the OIC member states form a robust foundation for 

regional economic integration. By focusing on trade, infrastructure, agriculture, 

technology, and tourism, member countries can enhance their economic cooperation and 

integration efforts. These common interests provide a platform to address regional 

challenges, maximize opportunities, and create a stronger, more unified OIC economic bloc. 

Ultimately, these cooperative efforts will support economic development, job creation, and 

improved living standards for the people of the OIC region, advancing their collective 

prosperity. 

  



3.6 Strategic Geopolitical Locations of Member Nations 

A major strength of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) lies in the strategic 

geopolitical locations of many of its member nations. These countries occupy key regions 

that are critical to global trade routes, energy supply chains, and political influence. The 

geographical positioning of OIC members plays a significant role in shaping both their 

economic potential and their collective impact on the world stage. 

 

3.6.1 Key Trade Routes and Connectivity 

Several OIC member states are located at the crossroads of global trade routes, offering 

unique opportunities for trade and connectivity between East and West, North and South. 

For example: 

 Turkey: As a bridge between Europe and Asia, Turkey holds a central position in 

global trade routes. The Bosphorus Strait connects the Black Sea to the 

Mediterranean, making it a critical chokepoint for maritime shipping. Its role in the 

Eurasian land corridor also makes it an essential link in overland trade between 

Europe and Asia. 

 Egypt: Situated at the crossroads of Africa, Asia, and Europe, Egypt controls the 

Suez Canal, one of the world’s most important maritime passages for the global trade 

of goods, especially oil. The Suez Canal allows ships to bypass the long journey 

around the Cape of Good Hope, cutting down on travel time between Europe and 

Asia. 

 Saudi Arabia: Located in the Gulf region, Saudi Arabia plays a key role in global 

energy markets. The country’s proximity to vital shipping routes in the Persian Gulf 

and Red Sea gives it significant influence over the transportation of oil and natural 

gas. Additionally, the kingdom's access to the Arabian Peninsula makes it an 

important hub for commerce and regional influence. 

 Indonesia: As the largest archipelago in the world, Indonesia controls important 

maritime routes in the Southeast Asia region. The Malacca Strait, one of the busiest 

waterways for global shipping, passes through Indonesia, making it a critical player in 

the movement of goods, especially from East Asia to the rest of the world. 

 

3.6.2 Access to Vital Energy Resources 

Many OIC member states are located in regions rich in natural resources, particularly oil, 

natural gas, and minerals. These resources significantly contribute to the global energy 

market, and the geopolitical position of these countries enhances their importance in global 

energy security. 

 Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Countries: Nations like Saudi Arabia, United 

Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, and Oman are located in the Persian Gulf region, 

which contains some of the largest oil and gas reserves in the world. Their access to 



this energy wealth allows them to be major players in global energy markets, 

influencing oil prices and supply chains. 

 Iran: Iran is another key OIC member country located in the Persian Gulf. It controls 

significant oil reserves and holds a strategic position in energy transit, particularly 

with its access to the Strait of Hormuz, through which a significant percentage of the 

world’s oil shipments pass. Iran’s geopolitical importance is tied not only to its 

energy resources but also to its control over important maritime chokepoints. 

 Algeria: As a major producer of oil and natural gas, Algeria’s location in North 

Africa positions it as a crucial supplier of energy to Europe, particularly through 

pipelines that run beneath the Mediterranean Sea. This access to European markets 

boosts Algeria’s influence in energy policy. 

 

3.6.3 Strategic Military Significance 

The strategic military importance of many OIC member states also arises from their 

geopolitical positions, which make them key players in regional and global security affairs. 

Several member nations' locations offer them the ability to control or influence regional 

military dynamics. 

 Turkey: Turkey’s position as a bridge between Europe and Asia places it at the 

forefront of regional military security. Turkey is a member of NATO and has 

significant military influence over regions like the Middle East, the Balkans, and the 

Caucasus. The country’s proximity to Syria, Iraq, and the Black Sea further 

emphasizes its strategic military importance. 

 Pakistan: Located between India and Afghanistan, Pakistan holds significant 

military and political importance in South Asia. Its position as a nuclear power and its 

role in Afghanistan’s security make it a key player in both regional and global 

security dynamics. 

 Egypt: Egypt’s control of the Suez Canal also gives it geopolitical significance from 

a military perspective. The canal is a strategic point for military naval movements 

between the Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea, making Egypt’s role in Middle 

Eastern security critical. 

 Saudi Arabia: With a strategic location in the Gulf, Saudi Arabia has played an 

influential role in regional security, particularly in the Arabian Peninsula. As a major 

military power in the Middle East, the country has been involved in regional 

conflicts and diplomatic efforts aimed at peacekeeping and stability in the region. 

 

3.6.4 Political Influence and Regional Stability 

Geopolitical location also enhances the OIC’s political leverage and its ability to shape 

regional stability. Several OIC member states occupy positions that allow them to mediate 

conflicts, influence peace negotiations, and advocate for regional and global stability. 

 Turkey: As a bridge between Islamic countries and European institutions, Turkey 

has the political leverage to act as a mediator in conflicts. It is a key player in NATO 



and has also influenced Middle Eastern politics, particularly through its involvement 

in Syria and its role in refugee diplomacy. 

 Indonesia: With its large Muslim population and pivotal location in Southeast Asia, 

Indonesia has growing political influence in the region. It plays a crucial role in 

promoting regional stability through multilateral cooperation within organizations 

such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its strong 

diplomatic presence in the Pacific. 

 Malaysia: Malaysia holds a significant political position in Southeast Asia due to its 

growing economic influence and its role in advocating for the rights of Muslims 

globally. Its political outreach to Muslim-majority countries in the Asian and Middle 

Eastern regions helps build bridges of cooperation in a range of areas, from human 

rights to economic growth. 

 

3.6.5 Conclusion 

The strategic geopolitical locations of OIC member states give the organization significant 

leverage in global trade, energy security, military affairs, and political influence. These 

locations allow OIC countries to play a central role in global affairs, shaping the economic 

and security landscape across regions. The combination of vital trade routes, natural 

resource access, and political significance enables the OIC to act as a powerful regional and 

global player, advancing its collective interests while contributing to global stability and 

prosperity. By strengthening cooperation among member states, the OIC can further enhance 

its strategic geopolitical influence on the world stage. 

  



Chapter 4: Strengths – Religious, Cultural, and 

Educational Unity 

One of the significant strengths of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) lies in 

the religious, cultural, and educational unity shared by its member states. The OIC’s 

foundation is built on the common heritage of Islam, which provides a shared bond that 

fosters cooperation and collaboration among its members. This unity in religion, culture, and 

education enhances the OIC's ability to make an impact on a global scale and to work 

towards achieving its goals. 

 

4.1 Shared Religious Heritage: A Unifying Force 

The OIC's members share a common religious identity rooted in Islam, the second-largest 

religion in the world. This shared heritage provides a foundation for mutual respect, 

understanding, and collaboration across cultural and linguistic divides. 

 Common Religious Values: The religious principles of Islam, such as justice, peace, 

solidarity, and compassion, guide the actions and policies of member states. These 

values serve as a strong unifying force that shapes diplomatic relations and 

international cooperation within the OIC. 

 Religious Solidarity: The concept of Ummah (the global Muslim community) is a 

fundamental pillar of Islam and emphasizes solidarity among Muslims worldwide. 

The OIC acts as a platform for promoting the collective interests of the Muslim world, 

advocating for the protection of religious rights, and offering support in times of crisis 

or conflict. 

 Protection of Religious Rights: The OIC has been instrumental in defending the 

rights of Muslims, especially in regions where they face persecution, such as in 

Myanmar, China, and India. Through diplomatic efforts, the OIC works to protect 

religious freedoms and promote the rights of Muslims globally. 

 Interfaith Dialogue: The OIC encourages interfaith dialogue to foster understanding 

and peaceful coexistence between Muslims and followers of other religions. By 

promoting religious tolerance, the OIC seeks to address global issues like religious 

intolerance and sectarian violence. 

 

4.2 Cultural Unity and Preservation 

The OIC's member states share a rich and diverse cultural heritage influenced by centuries of 

Islamic civilization. This cultural unity not only strengthens ties between member states but 

also fosters respect for the diversity that exists within the Muslim world. 

 Cultural Exchange: The OIC promotes cultural exchange among its member states 

through various initiatives such as festivals, art exhibitions, and literary 

collaborations. These exchanges help preserve traditional arts, crafts, literature, 

music, and cuisine that define the Islamic world while facilitating cross-cultural 

understanding. 



 Cultural Diplomacy: The OIC also uses cultural diplomacy to strengthen 

relationships with non-member states and international organizations. By showcasing 

Islamic culture on the global stage, the OIC seeks to enhance its image and influence 

in global diplomacy. 

 Preservation of Islamic Heritage: The OIC works to protect and preserve important 

religious and cultural sites across the Muslim world. Examples include efforts to 

safeguard sacred sites in Jerusalem, Mecca, Medina, and Cairo, which hold 

profound significance for Muslims worldwide. 

 Promotion of Islamic Arts and Sciences: The OIC emphasizes the importance of 

Islamic arts, architecture, philosophy, and science. It supports initiatives that 

highlight the contributions of the Islamic civilization to human knowledge and 

global development. 

 

4.3 Educational Cooperation and Knowledge Sharing 

Education is a key pillar of the OIC’s efforts to promote development and prosperity across 

the Muslim world. The organization seeks to improve educational standards, facilitate 

knowledge exchange, and enhance opportunities for intellectual growth among member 

states. 

 Promoting Islamic Education: The OIC plays a central role in promoting Islamic 

education by providing a framework for the development of Islamic curricula and 

educational institutions. The organization works to ensure that Islamic teachings are 

integrated into the education systems of member states while respecting diverse 

educational traditions. 

 Scientific and Technological Development: The OIC has established initiatives like 

the COMSTECH (Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation) to 

promote scientific research and technological advancement across its member states. 

By focusing on areas such as healthcare, engineering, agriculture, and energy, the 

OIC aims to bridge the technological gap between the Muslim world and the 

developed world. 

 Educational Programs and Scholarships: The OIC offers a variety of scholarships 

and educational programs to help students from member states pursue higher 

education in fields ranging from medicine and engineering to law and social 

sciences. By investing in human capital, the OIC seeks to build a strong foundation 

for long-term development in its member nations. 

 Knowledge Exchange Platforms: The OIC facilitates knowledge-sharing by 

organizing conferences, workshops, and seminars on various academic subjects. 

These events bring together scholars, researchers, and policymakers from across the 

Islamic world to discuss common challenges and opportunities in areas such as 

health, technology, environmental sustainability, and social development. 

 Youth and Education Initiatives: The OIC recognizes the importance of 

empowering youth through education and skill development. Programs like the OIC 

Youth Forum provide platforms for young people to discuss and address issues 

facing the Muslim world, including employment, education, and leadership 

development. 

 



4.4 Strengthening Intercultural Dialogue 

One of the central goals of the OIC is to foster dialogue and understanding between its 

members, as well as with the broader international community. Intercultural dialogue plays a 

critical role in promoting peace, resolving conflicts, and building strong diplomatic ties. 

 Dialogue of Civilizations: The OIC has been at the forefront of the Dialogue of 

Civilizations, a global initiative that seeks to bridge cultural and religious divides. By 

promoting understanding between Islamic and non-Islamic civilizations, the OIC 

advocates for peaceful coexistence and the rejection of extremism and violence. 

 Promoting Tolerance and Peace: The OIC works with various international 

organizations, such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), to promote tolerance, mutual respect, and peace among 

diverse cultural and religious communities. This emphasis on dialogue helps prevent 

conflicts based on cultural or religious differences. 

 Conflict Resolution and Mediation: The OIC encourages its member states to play a 

role in conflict resolution by using diplomatic channels to address both internal and 

external disputes. The organization's focus on cultural diplomacy and dialogue is 

essential in preventing misunderstandings and fostering peaceful solutions to 

conflicts. 

 

4.5 Promoting the Role of Women and Social Inclusion 

The OIC has made significant strides in advocating for the empowerment of women and 

ensuring their participation in education, politics, and society across its member states. This 

emphasis on social inclusion is essential for advancing development and creating equitable 

opportunities for all citizens. 

 Empowerment of Women: The OIC has implemented programs that focus on 

improving access to education and economic opportunities for women. Through 

initiatives such as the OIC Women Development Program, the organization works 

to promote gender equality, women’s rights, and social justice within member 

states. 

 Social and Educational Inclusion: The OIC works to ensure that marginalized and 

underrepresented groups, including women, ethnic minorities, and people with 

disabilities, have access to quality education and employment opportunities. This 

inclusive approach is vital to the overall development of member states. 

 Raising Awareness on Women's Issues: The OIC advocates for policies that address 

issues such as gender-based violence, child marriage, and discrimination. It uses 

its platform to raise awareness about these pressing concerns and promote solutions to 

achieve greater gender equality and social justice. 

 

4.6 Conclusion 

The OIC's strength in religious, cultural, and educational unity is a driving force behind its 

efforts to foster cooperation and collaboration among member states. By leveraging the 



shared religious heritage of Islam, promoting intercultural dialogue, and focusing on 

educational development, the OIC seeks to build a strong foundation for peace, prosperity, 

and social progress across the Muslim world. This unity not only empowers the OIC to 

advance its diplomatic goals but also helps its member states tackle common challenges in a 

cooperative and holistic manner. Through sustained efforts in these areas, the OIC continues 

to play a critical role in shaping the future of its member nations and contributing to global 

peace and development. 

  



4.1 Shared Islamic Values and Identity 

One of the most significant strengths of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is 

the shared Islamic values and common identity that bind its 57 member states. The deep 

cultural, religious, and historical connections rooted in Islam form the foundation of the 

OIC's operations and objectives. These shared principles not only unify member states but 

also provide a common framework for addressing global challenges and promoting 

cooperation across diverse geographical, cultural, and socio-political contexts. 

4.1.1 Common Religious Beliefs and Practices 

At the core of the OIC's unity is the shared belief in Islam, the world's second-largest 

religion. The common religious values of Islam guide the actions, priorities, and diplomatic 

efforts of member states, fostering a sense of belonging and solidarity among their peoples. 

 The Five Pillars of Islam: The Five Pillars of Islam (Shahada, Salat, Zakat, Sawm, 

and Hajj) are fundamental religious practices that all member states adhere to, 

promoting a shared spiritual bond. These pillars—faith, prayer, charity, fasting, and 

pilgrimage—are essential in shaping the identity of Muslims worldwide and underpin 

the OIC’s advocacy on matters related to religious observance and rights. 

 Principles of Justice and Equity: The Islamic teachings on justice, fairness, and 

equity influence the policies of OIC member states in addressing social, economic, 

and political issues. These principles are often reflected in the OIC's diplomatic stance 

on global issues such as human rights, poverty alleviation, and interreligious 

dialogue. 

 Universal Brotherhood and Solidarity: Islam emphasizes the concept of the 

Ummah—the global Muslim community. The idea of a unified brotherhood based on 

faith is a core value that drives the OIC’s efforts to promote collective action among 

Muslim-majority countries. This sense of solidarity fosters cooperation among diverse 

nations and encourages mutual support in times of conflict, disaster, or need. 

 

4.1.2 Protection and Promotion of Islamic Values 

The OIC serves as a powerful voice for protecting and promoting Islamic values in the 

global arena, ensuring that the interests of the Muslim world are represented on issues such as 

religious freedom, cultural preservation, and the protection of sacred sites. 

 Defending Religious Freedoms: The OIC plays an active role in advocating for the 

protection of Islamic religious freedoms. This includes defending the right to 

worship freely, the protection of Islamic places of worship, and opposing the 

defamation or marginalization of Islamic beliefs and practices. Notable examples 

include the OIC’s advocacy for the protection of Muslim populations in non-

Muslim-majority regions and its condemnation of Islamophobia and other forms of 

discrimination. 

 Preserving Sacred Islamic Sites: Many OIC member states are home to some of the 

most sacred sites in Islam, such as Mecca, Medina, and the Al-Aqsa Mosque. The 

OIC ensures that these sites remain protected from political, military, or ideological 



threats. It also works to maintain the sanctity of sacred places in Jerusalem, 

advocating for the rights of Muslims to access and worship freely at the Al-Aqsa 

Mosque. 

 Islamic Values in Diplomacy: The values of mercy, peace, forgiveness, and 

tolerance are key Islamic principles that influence the OIC's diplomatic approach. 

Whether in conflict resolution, humanitarian aid, or interfaith dialogue, these values 

guide the OIC's policies and interactions with both Muslim and non-Muslim 

countries. 

 

4.1.3 Promoting Islamic Social Justice 

Islamic values also emphasize social justice and the responsibility of the state and 

individuals to ensure the well-being of all people, especially the marginalized and vulnerable. 

The OIC works to promote these values in the context of its member states and on the global 

stage. 

 Charity and Welfare: Islam places a significant emphasis on charity (Zakat) as a 

means of supporting the less fortunate. The OIC encourages its members to contribute 

to humanitarian causes and to support economic development in impoverished 

regions, in line with the Islamic principles of compassion and generosity. This is 

evident in the OIC’s programs that address issues like poverty, hunger, and 

healthcare. 

 Equality and Non-Discrimination: Islamic teachings stress the importance of 

treating all people equally, regardless of race, gender, or social status. The OIC 

promotes initiatives to improve gender equality, particularly the empowerment of 

women in education, leadership, and economic participation. Efforts to combat 

discrimination and marginalization of minorities are also aligned with Islamic 

values of fairness and dignity for all people. 

 Development in Accordance with Islamic Principles: The OIC advocates for 

sustainable development that respects the moral and ethical teachings of Islam. This 

includes promoting economic systems that are just and fair, upholding the rights of 

laborers, ensuring access to education, and supporting environmentally sustainable 

practices that benefit future generations. 

 

4.1.4 Islamic Cultural Heritage 

The shared Islamic identity extends beyond religious beliefs and practices, encompassing a 

rich and diverse cultural heritage that includes architecture, literature, art, music, and 

philosophy. This cultural unity is an essential aspect of the OIC’s role in promoting the 

understanding and appreciation of Islamic civilization globally. 

 Cultural Diplomacy: Through its cultural diplomacy initiatives, the OIC fosters 

mutual understanding and respect for the rich cultural diversity within the Islamic 

world. This includes promoting Islamic art, literature, music, and cinema, as well as 

preserving historical Islamic sites and heritage. By celebrating the diverse traditions 



and achievements of the Islamic world, the OIC strengthens the bonds between its 

member states and promotes a positive image of Islam globally. 

 Support for Islamic Arts and Sciences: The OIC recognizes the pivotal 

contributions of Islamic civilization to fields such as science, medicine, 

mathematics, astronomy, and philosophy. It works to ensure that these historical 

contributions are acknowledged and celebrated, helping to combat the marginalization 

of Islamic achievements in global discourse. 

 Promoting Islamic Heritage Protection: The OIC is committed to protecting Islamic 

heritage, including sacred sites, manuscripts, and cultural practices that are part of the 

collective history of the Muslim world. This effort ensures that the legacy of Islamic 

civilization is preserved for future generations. 

 

4.1.5 Role of Islam in Global Governance 

The OIC’s shared religious values also position it as a key player in promoting Islamic 

principles of governance at the global level. The OIC advocates for governance systems that 

reflect the values of justice, accountability, transparency, and compassion, in accordance 

with Islamic teachings. 

 Islamic Governance Principles: Islamic governance principles emphasize the rule of 

law, equity, the protection of human rights, and the ethical treatment of all people. 

These principles inform the OIC’s positions on global governance, international law, 

and human rights advocacy, particularly in relation to the protection of Muslim 

populations and the promotion of peace and security. 

 Sharia and Human Rights: The OIC works to ensure that the practice of Sharia 

(Islamic law) is respected within member states, while also advocating for the 

human rights of Muslims worldwide. The OIC seeks a balance between the 

implementation of Sharia and the protection of fundamental freedoms such as 

freedom of expression, religious freedom, and gender equality. 

 

4.1.6 Conclusion 

The shared Islamic values and identity form the backbone of the OIC’s collective action 

and influence in global affairs. These values—rooted in the teachings of Islam—promote 

unity, solidarity, and collaboration among member states, enabling the OIC to address 

common challenges and advance the interests of the Muslim world. By emphasizing justice, 

social welfare, cultural preservation, and human rights, the OIC plays a significant role in 

promoting peace, prosperity, and social cohesion both within its member states and globally. 

  



4.2 Advocacy Against Islamophobia 

The OIC's advocacy against Islamophobia is one of its most important initiatives, aiming 

to combat prejudice, discrimination, and hatred directed towards Muslims worldwide. 

Islamophobia, a term that refers to fear, prejudice, or hatred against Islam and Muslims, has 

become a significant global issue, particularly in the wake of increasing terrorist activities 

and political tensions involving Muslim-majority countries. The OIC has consistently used 

its platform to fight Islamophobia, ensuring that Muslim communities are protected from 

discrimination and that their rights are upheld. 

4.2.1 Defining Islamophobia and Its Impact 

Islamophobia refers to the irrational fear or hatred of Islam and Muslims, which often leads to 

discrimination, marginalization, and violence. This phenomenon can manifest in multiple 

forms, such as: 

 Verbal Abuse and Hate Speech: Disparaging remarks, stereotypes, and negative 

generalizations about Muslims, often equating Islam with violence or extremism. 

 Physical Attacks and Violence: Muslims are frequently the targets of physical 

violence, particularly after incidents involving terrorism or political unrest linked to 

Muslim-majority countries. 

 Institutional Discrimination: Muslims often face discrimination in workplaces, 

education systems, and other public spaces due to their religion, attire (like the hijab), 

or perceived association with terrorism. 

The consequences of Islamophobia are far-reaching, affecting the social integration of 

Muslim communities, their mental health, and their ability to freely practice their faith 

without fear of harassment or violence. 

 

4.2.2 OIC's Efforts to Combat Islamophobia 

The OIC plays a critical role in raising global awareness about Islamophobia and advocating 

for policies that protect Muslims from discriminatory practices. These efforts include 

diplomatic advocacy, educational campaigns, and promoting interfaith dialogue. 

 International Advocacy: The OIC raises the issue of Islamophobia at major 

international platforms, including the United Nations and the Human Rights 

Council. By consistently highlighting the detrimental effects of Islamophobia on 

Muslim communities, the OIC urges world governments to take action against such 

discrimination. 

 Legislative Action and Policy Development: The OIC works with member states to 

advocate for stronger anti-Islamophobia laws and policies, urging governments to 

take measures against hate crimes and discriminatory practices targeting Muslims. It 

also encourages the introduction of educational reforms to challenge stereotypes and 

provide accurate information about Islam in schools and universities worldwide. 

 Calls for International Monitoring and Accountability: The OIC calls for the 

establishment of international bodies or watchdog organizations that specifically 



monitor Islamophobic incidents and ensure that countries are held accountable for 

failing to protect Muslim communities. This can involve tracking hate speech, 

discrimination, and violence and ensuring there are consequences for perpetrators. 

 

4.2.3 Raising Awareness Through Media Campaigns 

The OIC recognizes the power of media in shaping perceptions about Islam and Muslims. 

Consequently, the organization has launched several media campaigns to combat 

Islamophobia by providing more accurate portrayals of Islam and Muslims and dispelling 

myths and misconceptions. 

 Countering Negative Stereotypes: Media campaigns aim to challenge the false 

narratives and stereotypes that depict Islam as a violent or intolerant religion. The 

OIC promotes stories of peace, tolerance, and diversity within the Muslim world and 

highlights the contributions of Muslim individuals to various fields such as science, 

culture, and technology. 

 Positive Representation of Muslims: The OIC encourages the media to present 

Muslims as individuals with diverse cultures, backgrounds, and professions, 

distancing them from the negative stereotypes that often dominate the public 

discourse. This includes promoting the role of Muslim women in leadership, business, 

and education, counteracting the often harmful narrative surrounding gender roles in 

Muslim-majority countries. 

 Social Media Activism: With the growing influence of social media, the OIC has 

worked to leverage platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram to raise 

awareness about Islamophobia and highlight stories of Muslim resilience. By utilizing 

these platforms, the OIC directly engages with younger audiences and promotes 

messages of tolerance and acceptance. 

 

4.2.4 Advocacy for Respect and Religious Freedom 

The OIC’s efforts to combat Islamophobia are rooted in its larger vision of religious freedom 

and tolerance. The organization advocates for mutual respect between people of all faiths 

and emphasizes the importance of freedom of religion, which includes the right for Muslims 

to practice their religion openly and without fear of persecution. 

 Global Interfaith Dialogue: The OIC promotes interfaith dialogue as a tool to bridge 

the divide between different religious communities. By fostering understanding 

between Muslims, Christians, Jews, and other religious groups, the OIC hopes to 

reduce the prejudice that leads to Islamophobia. Initiatives such as World Interfaith 

Harmony Week are supported by the OIC to promote peaceful coexistence and 

collaboration. 

 Support for Religious Minority Rights: The OIC advocates for the rights of Muslim 

minorities living in non-Muslim-majority countries to be protected and respected. 

This includes supporting freedom of worship, the right to wear religious attire 

(such as the hijab), and religious expression in public and private spheres. 



 

4.2.5 The Role of Education in Reducing Islamophobia 

Education is a powerful tool in combating Islamophobia. The OIC encourages the inclusion 

of Islamic studies and intercultural education in school curricula around the world. By 

promoting education about Islam, the OIC seeks to foster a greater understanding of the 

religion and challenge misconceptions that fuel Islamophobic sentiments. 

 Promoting Accurate Information: The OIC works to ensure that textbooks and 

educational materials in schools, universities, and other institutions provide accurate 

information about Islam. This includes addressing historical inaccuracies and 

providing context about the Islamic faith, its beliefs, practices, and contributions to 

global culture and civilization. 

 Youth Engagement: The OIC focuses on educating the younger generation to 

challenge the stereotypes and prejudices that contribute to Islamophobia. By 

promoting dialogue and understanding at an early age, the organization hopes to 

reduce the future prevalence of Islamophobic attitudes and foster a more inclusive 

society. 

 

4.2.6 Conclusion: Moving Towards a More Tolerant World 

The OIC’s advocacy against Islamophobia is a vital part of its mission to promote peace, 

justice, and interfaith harmony. Through its diplomatic efforts, educational initiatives, 

media campaigns, and global partnerships, the OIC is helping to raise awareness of 

Islamophobia and its harmful effects on both individuals and societies. By advocating for 

religious freedom and mutual respect, the OIC aims to create a more tolerant and 

understanding world where Muslims, and indeed all people, are able to live freely and 

without fear of discrimination or violence. 

In doing so, the OIC not only contributes to the protection of Muslim communities 

worldwide but also plays a significant role in fostering a more just and peaceful global 

society. 

  



4.3 Protection of Islamic Heritage and Holy Sites 

The protection of Islamic heritage and holy sites is one of the OIC's most significant 

responsibilities, reflecting its role as a guardian of the cultural and religious identity of the 

Muslim world. Islamic heritage encompasses not only the physical preservation of sacred 

sites but also the cultural, historical, and spiritual values associated with them. These 

heritage sites are not only of religious importance but also serve as symbols of Muslim 

identity and pride, connecting millions of Muslims around the world to their shared past. 

4.3.1 Significance of Islamic Heritage and Holy Sites 

Islamic heritage includes a wide array of sites, monuments, artifacts, and practices that have 

shaped the Islamic world over centuries. These places are deeply embedded in the historical, 

spiritual, and cultural identity of Muslims, and their preservation is crucial for 

understanding the broader context of Islamic civilization. Key sites include: 

 Makkah and Madinah: The two holiest cities in Islam, home to the Ka'bah in 

Makkah and the Prophet’s Mosque in Madinah, both of which hold unparalleled 

religious significance as the destinations for the Hajj pilgrimage and as centers of 

spiritual life for Muslims. 

 Al-Aqsa Mosque: Located in Jerusalem, Al-Aqsa Mosque is the third holiest site in 

Islam. It holds significant spiritual importance for Muslims and is deeply connected to 

historical events such as the Isra and Mi'raj (the Prophet Muhammad's night journey 

and ascension to heaven). 

 The Dome of the Rock: Also in Jerusalem, the Dome of the Rock is a revered 

Islamic monument and the site where Muslims believe the Prophet Muhammad 

ascended to heaven. It is a key symbol of Islamic history and architecture. 

 Ancient Islamic Cities: Cities such as Cairo, Damascus, Istanbul, and Baghdad are 

home to ancient mosques, palaces, and other structures that reflect the glory of past 

Islamic empires and civilizations. 

 Cultural Artifacts: Beyond buildings, Islamic heritage also includes priceless 

manuscripts, calligraphy, pottery, and architectural techniques that showcase the 

intellectual, artistic, and scientific achievements of the Muslim world. 

 

4.3.2 Threats to Islamic Heritage and Holy Sites 

Islamic heritage and holy sites face significant threats from various sources, including: 

 Armed Conflict and War: In regions of ongoing conflict, such as Syria, Iraq, and 

Yemen, many holy sites and heritage monuments have been damaged or destroyed. 

Militant groups and terrorist organizations have deliberately targeted religious 

landmarks, both to undermine the spiritual identity of Muslims and to assert political 

dominance. 

 Natural Disasters: Earthquakes, floods, and other natural disasters have also posed 

threats to the structural integrity of Islamic heritage sites. For example, the 

earthquake in Iran damaged several historic mosques, while the flooding in 

Pakistan affected cultural sites of great historical importance. 



 Urbanization and Modern Development: Rapid urbanization and modernization 

have led to the destruction or neglect of historic areas. The construction of new 

buildings, roads, and infrastructure often displaces or obscures ancient Islamic 

structures, diminishing the connection between modern Muslims and their heritage. 

 Looting and Theft: The illegal trade in artifacts and cultural objects is another 

significant threat to Islamic heritage. Valuable manuscripts, sacred relics, and artifacts 

are stolen and sold on the black market, depriving future generations of access to 

important cultural resources. 

 Religious and Political Tensions: In some cases, religious or political conflicts can 

lead to the desecration or destruction of sacred sites. One of the most notable 

examples is the destruction of the Babri Masjid in India, which led to widespread 

violence. Similarly, in Jerusalem, tensions over the status of Al-Aqsa Mosque and 

other holy sites remain high. 

 

4.3.3 The OIC’s Efforts to Protect Islamic Heritage 

The OIC recognizes the importance of preserving Islamic heritage and the religious and 

cultural value of holy sites across the Muslim world. To this end, it has implemented a variety 

of initiatives and cooperative measures to safeguard these sites: 

 Diplomatic Advocacy and International Partnerships: The OIC uses its diplomatic 

channels to advocate for the protection of Islamic holy sites in international forums 

like the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, ensuring that the international 

community recognizes the importance of these sites and commits to their 

preservation. The OIC calls for the recognition of Islamic heritage sites as World 

Heritage Sites to ensure their protection under international law. 

 Conflict Zones Monitoring: In conflict zones, the OIC works with local governments 

and international organizations to monitor the status of religious and cultural sites. 

Through partnerships with humanitarian organizations such as UNESCO and the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the OIC pushes for immediate 

actions to prevent further destruction of Islamic heritage during armed conflict. 

 Emergency Response to Attacks and Damage: The OIC has facilitated efforts to 

rebuild and restore damaged holy sites and heritage structures. For example, after 

the destruction of the Great Mosque of Aleppo in Syria, the OIC called for 

international efforts to assist in its restoration and the protection of other heritage sites 

in conflict zones. 

 Protection of Al-Aqsa Mosque: The OIC has been particularly active in advocating 

for the protection of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. In response to political and 

religious tensions in the region, the OIC has repeatedly called for UN resolutions to 

safeguard the status of Al-Aqsa Mosque and the surrounding areas, opposing any 

actions that could undermine its religious significance or lead to its destruction. 

 

4.3.4 Promoting Awareness and Education 



One of the OIC’s key strategies for preserving Islamic heritage is raising awareness about its 

significance, both within the Muslim world and internationally. Through educational 

campaigns, the OIC aims to: 

 Encourage Preservation Efforts: The OIC works to educate local governments, 

communities, and individuals about the importance of protecting cultural and 

religious heritage. This includes promoting the maintenance and restoration of 

heritage sites, as well as fostering an appreciation for the arts, architecture, and 

traditions that form part of the Muslim identity. 

 Collaboration with Educational Institutions: The OIC has collaborated with 

universities, museums, and research institutions to support academic studies on 

Islamic history and heritage. This includes training experts in restoration techniques 

and the conservation of artifacts, ensuring that these skills are passed on to future 

generations. 

 

4.3.5 Promoting International Cooperation for Preservation 

Given that many Islamic heritage sites are spread across different countries, international 

cooperation is vital for their protection. The OIC works with UNESCO, the European 

Union, and other international entities to establish collaborative frameworks for the 

preservation of religious and cultural sites. 

 World Heritage Designation: Many Islamic heritage sites, such as the Great 

Mosque of Córdoba in Spain and the Alhambra in Morocco, have been recognized 

as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The OIC encourages further efforts to secure 

similar designations for important Islamic sites around the world, ensuring that they 

are protected by international legal frameworks. 

 

4.3.6 Conclusion: Safeguarding a Shared Legacy 

The protection of Islamic heritage and holy sites is integral to preserving the spiritual, 

cultural, and historical legacy of the Muslim world. As the guardian of this heritage, the OIC 

plays a pivotal role in advocating for the safeguarding of these irreplaceable sites. By 

working collaboratively with international partners, raising awareness, and addressing threats 

through both diplomatic and practical means, the OIC is striving to ensure that these sites 

remain accessible to future generations of Muslims and are respected by people of all faiths. 

  



4.4 Coordination on Hajj and Religious Matters 

The Hajj pilgrimage is one of the Five Pillars of Islam and holds profound spiritual 

significance for Muslims around the world. Every year, millions of Muslims travel to 

Makkah, Saudi Arabia, to fulfill their religious duty of performing Hajj. As the largest 

gathering of Muslims globally, the event requires significant coordination to ensure its 

smooth execution and to address the needs of pilgrims. The OIC plays a vital role in 

facilitating and coordinating religious matters related to Hajj, ensuring that the pilgrimage is 

conducted safely, efficiently, and in accordance with Islamic principles. 

4.4.1 Importance of Hajj in Islam 

Hajj is not only a religious obligation for Muslims but also a symbol of unity, equality, and 

submission to Allah (God). The pilgrimage brings together Muslims from all corners of the 

world, regardless of nationality, race, or social status, to stand in solidarity and devotion. The 

main rituals of Hajj, including the Tawaf (the act of walking around the Ka'bah), the Arafat 

standing, and the sacrifice of animals, are performed with great reverence and devotion. 

Given the scale of the event, Hajj requires meticulous planning and coordination to ensure 

that the logistics, safety, and religious obligations of the pilgrims are met, making it a 

significant task for the OIC and other relevant authorities. 

 

4.4.2 The OIC’s Role in Facilitating Hajj 

The OIC’s role in facilitating Hajj centers on providing a coordinated framework that 

ensures the well-being and safety of millions of pilgrims. The OIC’s involvement includes: 

 Liaison with Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia, as the host country of the Hajj pilgrimage, 

plays a central role in organizing and overseeing the logistics of the pilgrimage. The 

OIC serves as an important intermediary between Saudi Arabia and the member 

states to ensure that the needs of the pilgrims are addressed effectively. The 

organization works closely with the Saudi authorities to improve the infrastructure, 

security, and health services available during the pilgrimage. 

 Coordination Among Member States: The OIC helps coordinate the participation of 

member states, ensuring that each country's delegation is able to perform Hajj without 

complications. This includes managing quotas for pilgrims, issuing visas, and 

providing support to countries with limited resources or experience in organizing 

large-scale travel for religious purposes. 

 Training and Capacity Building: The OIC plays a key role in training religious 

and logistical personnel from member countries to effectively manage Hajj 

operations. This includes training staff on how to assist pilgrims, manage crowds, and 

maintain safety protocols during the pilgrimage. The OIC helps enhance the capacity 

of member countries to organize Hajj groups and ensure that their citizens' religious 

obligations are met. 

 



4.4.3 Addressing Safety and Security Challenges 

Hajj presents a range of safety and security challenges, including crowd management, 

health concerns, and the protection of pilgrims from potential threats. The OIC, in 

collaboration with the Saudi authorities and other international bodies, plays a crucial role in 

addressing these challenges: 

 Crowd Management: Managing millions of people in confined spaces requires 

careful planning to prevent stampedes and accidents. The OIC works with Saudi 

Arabia to improve crowd control measures, such as advanced ticketing systems, 

designated routes, and timely evacuation plans in case of emergencies. These 

systems are crucial to ensuring that the pilgrimage remains safe for all participants. 

 Health and Medical Support: With a large influx of pilgrims, the risk of health 

emergencies is high. The OIC coordinates with Saudi health authorities to provide 

medical services, vaccinations, and emergency medical response teams. The 

organization also works on health education initiatives to ensure that pilgrims are 

aware of health risks, such as heatstroke, dehydration, and infectious diseases, and 

how to protect themselves during the pilgrimage. 

 Disaster Management: The OIC works closely with emergency response agencies 

to prepare for potential disasters, including accidents, natural disasters (like floods or 

fires), and terrorist threats. The OIC helps coordinate evacuation plans, disaster 

relief efforts, and the distribution of emergency supplies to minimize harm during 

such events. 

 

4.4.4 Enhancing the Spiritual Experience of Pilgrims 

While ensuring the safety and logistics of the pilgrimage is critical, the spiritual experience 

of the pilgrims is equally important. The OIC helps enhance the religious experience by: 

 Promoting Unity Among Pilgrims: Hajj serves as an opportunity for Muslims 

worldwide to unite in worship. The OIC encourages unity among pilgrims, promoting 

the spirit of brotherhood and cooperation, transcending political, ethnic, and national 

differences. 

 Religious Guidance: The OIC works with scholars and religious leaders from 

member countries to provide spiritual guidance and counseling to pilgrims, ensuring 

they understand the significance of each ritual and can carry out the pilgrimage in 

accordance with Islamic principles. This includes the production of educational 

materials that explain the spiritual benefits of Hajj and provide practical advice on 

performing the rituals. 

 Improving the Pilgrim’s Journey: The OIC supports the improvement of services 

for pilgrims, including accommodations, transportation, and access to religious sites. 

The goal is to enhance the overall journey of the pilgrims so that they can focus on 

worship without unnecessary distractions or burdens. 

 

4.4.5 Addressing Socio-Economic and Ethical Issues Related to Hajj 



The large-scale nature of Hajj also brings about social and ethical challenges, such as the 

commercialization of the pilgrimage, exploitation of pilgrims, and inadequate services. 

The OIC works to address these issues by: 

 Monitoring Ethical Practices: The OIC monitors the conduct of tour operators and 

other service providers involved in the Hajj industry to ensure that they adhere to 

ethical practices and do not exploit pilgrims. This includes ensuring fair pricing for 

accommodations, food, and transportation. 

 Promoting Access to Hajj for All Muslims: The OIC advocates for fairer access to 

Hajj for all Muslims, particularly those from underprivileged or economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds. Efforts are made to ensure that financial barriers do not 

prevent Muslims from fulfilling their religious obligations, and the OIC works on 

programs that support scholarships or funding initiatives for low-income pilgrims. 

 Strengthening Governance: The OIC helps improve governance in the Hajj sector 

by encouraging transparency and accountability in the allocation of quotas, 

management of resources, and the execution of logistical arrangements. It calls for 

regular audits and reviews to improve service quality. 

 

4.4.6 Conclusion: Strengthening the Hajj Experience for the Muslim Ummah 

Hajj is a deeply significant and transformative event for Muslims, and the OIC's role in 

coordinating various aspects of the pilgrimage is essential to ensuring a smooth and 

spiritually fulfilling experience. By working with Saudi Arabia, member states, and 

international bodies, the OIC plays a crucial role in addressing safety, security, health, and 

logistical challenges while promoting the unity and spiritual significance of the pilgrimage. 

Moving forward, the OIC must continue to refine its approach to Hajj coordination, ensuring 

that this sacred event remains accessible, safe, and meaningful for Muslims worldwide. 

  



4.5 OIC Initiatives in Education and Science 

Education and science are key pillars for the development of any society. Within the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), education and scientific advancement are 

considered critical for the growth and prosperity of member states. The OIC recognizes the 

importance of knowledge-based economies and sustainable development, and it actively 

works to improve educational standards and scientific collaboration across the Muslim world. 

The OIC’s initiatives in education and science aim to foster innovation, technological 

advancement, and intellectual growth within the member countries while promoting a 

unified and cooperative approach toward solving common challenges. 

4.5.1 Establishment of Educational and Scientific Networks 

The OIC has established several educational and scientific networks to facilitate the exchange 

of knowledge and resources among member states. These initiatives focus on improving 

educational standards, enhancing research capabilities, and fostering collaboration across 

various sectors: 

 Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ISESCO): ISESCO is 

one of the key institutions of the OIC, dedicated to promoting education, science, 

culture, and communication across the member states. ISESCO plays a vital role in 

organizing conferences, workshops, and training programs aimed at improving 

educational standards and research capacity in areas such as STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) education, cultural preservation, and 

interfaith dialogue. 

 OIC University Cooperation: The OIC supports the establishment of universities 

and research centers across the Muslim world. These institutions are often focused on 

fostering cooperation in scientific research, higher education, and innovation. 

Programs like the OIC Educational Exchange Program encourage student mobility 

and academic collaboration, contributing to the advancement of higher learning and 

academic excellence. 

 

4.5.2 Promoting Research and Innovation 

One of the OIC’s core goals is to build a knowledge-based economy in its member states. 

This is achieved through promoting research, technological innovation, and 

entrepreneurship. To support these objectives, the OIC has initiated several programs: 

 OIC Research Grants and Funding: The OIC provides financial support for 

research and development (R&D) through various mechanisms, such as the OIC 

Science and Technology Fund. These grants are intended to foster innovation, 

particularly in fields such as renewable energy, healthcare, and agriculture, where 

there are shared challenges and opportunities among member states. 

 Scientific Cooperation Networks: The OIC works with global partners to establish 

networks that encourage scientific collaboration. These networks promote joint 

research initiatives, technology transfers, and knowledge-sharing to tackle 



problems that are common across many OIC countries, such as water scarcity, 

climate change, and public health. 

 Promotion of Scientific Research in Islamic Fields: The OIC also focuses on 

research in Islamic studies, encouraging the development of new interpretations 

and scholarship in areas such as Islamic jurisprudence, theology, and Islamic 

economics. This helps to preserve the rich intellectual heritage of the Muslim world 

while ensuring that contemporary issues are addressed within an Islamic framework. 

 

4.5.3 Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 

The OIC has aligned its educational initiatives with the global Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, 

and Infrastructure). By promoting sustainable development through education, the OIC 

aims to create future generations capable of addressing global challenges such as poverty, 

inequality, and climate change. 

 Integration of Sustainability into Curricula: The OIC encourages member 

countries to integrate sustainable development and environmental education into 

their national curricula. This is done to ensure that future generations are equipped 

with the necessary skills and knowledge to address pressing global challenges, 

including climate change and resource depletion. 

 Green Technologies and Environmental Research: The OIC supports the research 

and development of green technologies by establishing specialized educational and 

research programs that focus on renewable energy, water management, and 

environmental sustainability. This includes supporting scientific research on eco-

friendly technologies and environmentally sustainable farming practices. 

 

4.5.4 Promoting Gender Equality in Education 

The OIC also places a strong emphasis on gender equality within the realm of education. In 

many OIC member states, gender disparities in education remain a challenge. The OIC 

seeks to address these gaps by promoting initiatives that focus on: 

 Increasing Female Enrollment: Through its Education for All (EFA) program, the 

OIC works to increase female enrollment rates in both primary and secondary 

education. This initiative focuses on raising awareness about the importance of 

female education and eliminating barriers that prevent girls from accessing quality 

education, particularly in rural and conflict-affected areas. 

 Support for Women in STEM: The OIC encourages women to pursue studies and 

careers in STEM fields by establishing scholarships, mentorship programs, and 

networking opportunities. These programs aim to empower women to contribute to 

scientific innovation and technological advancement. 

 Capacity-Building Programs for Educators: The OIC also runs specialized 

programs to train female educators and develop leadership roles for women within 

the educational sector. These efforts are focused on closing gender gaps and enabling 

women to become leaders in their communities. 



 

4.5.5 International Collaboration and Partnerships 

In the field of education and science, collaboration beyond the OIC member states is crucial. 

The OIC actively seeks partnerships with other global organizations, research institutions, 

and non-governmental organizations to enhance the quality and impact of its educational and 

scientific initiatives. 

 Partnerships with UN Agencies: The OIC collaborates with the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and other UN 

agencies to promote global educational standards and to support UN-led initiatives 

related to education, science, and culture. 

 Regional and Global Scientific Alliances: The OIC encourages its member states to 

participate in international scientific and educational programs, such as the World 

Bank’s Global Education Initiative and the International Centre for Theoretical 

Physics (ICTP). These partnerships aim to create a platform for collaboration that 

advances knowledge and research in key areas such as climate change, health, and 

technology. 

 

4.5.6 Conclusion: Advancing Knowledge for Collective Prosperity 

The OIC’s initiatives in education and science play a pivotal role in fostering sustainable 

development, innovation, and intellectual progress among its member states. By building 

collaborative networks, promoting gender equality, and aligning educational programs with 

global standards, the OIC helps its member states address common challenges and contribute 

to a more knowledge-driven and sustainable future. As the Muslim world continues to face 

complex socio-economic challenges, the OIC’s focus on education and scientific cooperation 

will be instrumental in shaping the future trajectory of member states, ensuring that the 

benefits of education and innovation reach all corners of the OIC. 

  



4.6 Support for Muslim Minorities Worldwide 

One of the central tenets of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is to protect 

and advocate for the rights of Muslims across the globe, especially those living as minorities 

in non-Muslim-majority countries. This commitment to solidarity with Muslim minorities is 

an essential part of the OIC’s mission to promote Islamic unity and ensure the well-being of 

Muslims, regardless of their geographic location. The OIC works through diplomatic 

channels, humanitarian aid, and cultural initiatives to provide support and defend the rights of 

Muslim minorities who may face persecution, discrimination, or marginalization. 

4.6.1 Advocacy for Muslim Minority Rights 

The OIC plays a critical role in advocating for the human rights of Muslim minorities 

globally, particularly in countries where they may face religious persecution, 

discrimination, or ethnic violence. Through international diplomacy, the OIC engages 

with governments, United Nations bodies, and human rights organizations to ensure that 

the voices of marginalized Muslim communities are heard. Key efforts include: 

 Engagement with the United Nations: The OIC works closely with UN human 

rights bodies to highlight the plight of Muslim minorities and encourage the adoption 

of resolutions that call for the protection of their rights. This includes addressing 

violations such as forced conversions, violence against Muslims, and 

discriminatory laws in non-Muslim-majority countries. 

 International Awareness Campaigns: The OIC utilizes its platform to raise 

awareness about the issues faced by Muslim minorities through global campaigns 

and public statements. This effort aims to foster international solidarity and influence 

global opinion to hold governments accountable for ensuring the rights of Muslims 

are respected. 

 

4.6.2 Humanitarian Assistance to Persecuted Muslim Minorities 

In many parts of the world, Muslim minorities experience systemic discrimination and 

marginalization, often leading to economic hardship and social exclusion. In response, the 

OIC has initiated numerous humanitarian programs aimed at alleviating the suffering of these 

communities. The organization provides emergency relief, food aid, medical assistance, 

and shelter to Muslim minorities affected by violence, poverty, or displacement. 

 OIC Humanitarian Aid Programs: Through its Islamic Relief Agency, the OIC has 

supported refugees, internally displaced persons, and victims of conflict in regions 

such as Myanmar, China, India, and Central Africa. These programs provide 

immediate aid, such as food, water, medicine, and clothing, to help alleviate the 

conditions of Muslim minorities living in extreme poverty or conflict zones. 

 Support for Muslim Refugees: The OIC is also involved in initiatives to provide 

long-term support for Muslim refugees. This includes programs aimed at improving 

education, job training, and mental health support for refugees, ensuring that they 

can rebuild their lives in a stable and productive environment. 



 

4.6.3 Diplomatic Pressure to Protect Muslim Minorities 

The OIC actively engages in diplomatic efforts to ensure that Muslim minorities are treated 

with respect and dignity. By leveraging its collective voice and influence, the OIC urges 

governments to implement policies that protect Muslim communities from violence and 

discrimination. Key aspects of these efforts include: 

 Condemnation of Religious Persecution: The OIC regularly issues statements 

condemning religious intolerance, particularly actions aimed at Muslim minorities. 

For example, the OIC has spoken out against the targeting of Rohingya Muslims in 

Myanmar, Uyghur Muslims in China, and Muslim communities in India and 

Central Asia. 

 Diplomatic Engagement with Non-Muslim Countries: The OIC uses diplomatic 

channels to engage with countries where Muslim minorities face persecution. These 

efforts may include bilateral discussions, engagement with foreign ministries, and 

proposals for international resolutions to call for the protection of religious 

freedoms and the rights of Muslim minorities. 

 

4.6.4 Support for the Religious and Cultural Rights of Muslim Minorities 

In addition to addressing political and economic issues, the OIC also places a strong 

emphasis on protecting the religious and cultural rights of Muslim minorities. This is 

particularly important in countries where Muslims face limitations on their ability to freely 

practice their faith or express their cultural identity. The OIC’s efforts in this regard include: 

 Promotion of Religious Freedom: The OIC advocates for the freedom of worship 

and religious practices for Muslim minorities, ensuring they are not subjected to 

legal restrictions that hinder their ability to practice Islam. This includes campaigning 

against restrictions on mosque construction, Islamic attire, and public expressions 

of faith. 

 Cultural Preservation: The OIC recognizes the importance of preserving the 

cultural heritage of Muslim communities worldwide. The organization supports 

initiatives to ensure that the Islamic identity and cultural practices of Muslim 

minorities are safeguarded. This includes supporting cultural centers, Islamic 

educational programs, and media initiatives that celebrate the Muslim faith and 

culture. 

 

4.6.5 Building Solidarity Among Muslim Minorities 

The OIC seeks to build a strong sense of solidarity among Muslim minorities around the 

world, ensuring that they do not feel isolated or alone in their struggles. The organization 

facilitates cooperation among these communities to strengthen their collective voice and 

encourage mutual support. Initiatives include: 



 Networking and Collaboration: The OIC encourages cooperation among Muslim 

minority organizations, ensuring that they have the tools and resources to advocate for 

their rights effectively. These networks allow Muslim minorities to exchange 

experiences, share strategies for addressing challenges, and build collective resilience. 

 International Muslim Minority Conferences: The OIC organizes international 

conferences and dialogue forums to discuss the issues faced by Muslim minorities. 

These events bring together representatives from diverse countries and communities 

to address common challenges and find ways to support one another in the face of 

adversity. 

 

4.6.6 Conclusion: Strengthening Global Muslim Solidarity 

The OIC’s efforts to support Muslim minorities worldwide reflect the organization’s deep 

commitment to Islamic solidarity and the protection of Muslim communities, regardless of 

their geographic location. By advocating for their rights, providing humanitarian aid, and 

fostering international cooperation, the OIC aims to ensure that Muslim minorities are not 

forgotten or marginalized. As the challenges facing these communities continue to evolve, the 

OIC remains a key player in defending their rights and ensuring they are treated with fairness, 

dignity, and respect in every corner of the world. 

  



Chapter 5: Weaknesses – Organizational and 

Institutional Gaps 

While the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is recognized as a significant 

collective voice for the Muslim world, it faces several organizational and institutional 

weaknesses that limit its effectiveness in achieving its stated goals. These weaknesses can 

stem from internal challenges, lack of coordination between member states, inefficient 

decision-making processes, and the limited ability to act as a unified body on global issues. 

These institutional gaps undermine the OIC's ability to address global challenges effectively, 

especially in a time of rapid geopolitical, social, and technological change. 

5.1 Fragmented Decision-Making Processes 

One of the major weaknesses of the OIC is its fragmented decision-making process, which 

is often seen as a result of the diverse political systems, priorities, and agendas of its 57 

member states. The OIC's decision-making mechanisms can sometimes lead to inefficiency 

and delayed actions, particularly on urgent issues that require a unified response. 

 Inefficiency in Policy Formulation: The OIC has been criticized for the slow pace 

of its policy development. Decision-making often requires consensus among member 

states, and with such a diverse and large membership, reaching this consensus can be 

a lengthy and complicated process. As a result, important issues may not be 

addressed in a timely manner. 

 Inability to Act Swiftly on Urgent Issues: The OIC often struggles to act quickly in 

the face of emerging crises. Its bureaucratic structure, which includes various 

organs and committees, can hinder its ability to respond promptly to events such as 

humanitarian crises, conflicts, or violations of human rights in member states. 

 

5.2 Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms 

While the OIC has made significant strides in advancing dialogue among member states, it 

suffers from a lack of effective enforcement mechanisms. Unlike other international 

organizations such as the United Nations or European Union, the OIC does not have the 

authority or resources to enforce its resolutions or compel member states to adhere to its 

decisions. 

 Limited Accountability: There is no binding system of accountability within the 

OIC. Member states are encouraged to abide by resolutions, but there are few 

consequences for non-compliance. This undermines the credibility and authority of 

the organization. 

 Challenges in Conflict Resolution: The OIC has often faced challenges in resolving 

disputes between member states or addressing internal conflicts, largely because it 

lacks the capacity to enforce peacekeeping efforts or ensure the implementation of 

diplomatic solutions. 

 



5.3 Overreliance on Consensus and Lack of Strong Leadership 

The OIC operates on a principle of consensus-based decision-making, where all member 

states must agree on a course of action before it is adopted. While this approach promotes 

unity, it can also result in ineffective leadership and the inability to push through vital 

reforms or respond to pressing issues. 

 Leadership Instability: The OIC’s leadership structure relies heavily on the 

chairmanship, which rotates among member states every three years. This creates 

periods of leadership instability, as different countries may have different priorities 

and diplomatic styles. The lack of a permanent leader or centralized executive 

authority can create challenges in maintaining continuity in the organization's 

actions. 

 Diverse Interests and Priorities: With member states having varying interests, 

especially in political and economic matters, there is often little consensus on the 

organization’s priorities. This results in fractured approaches to global issues and 

difficulties in achieving meaningful collective action. 

 

5.4 Inconsistent Financial Resources and Contributions 

Another significant weakness of the OIC is its reliance on member state contributions to fund 

its activities. The organization’s financial instability has been a persistent challenge, with 

some member states failing to make their promised financial contributions, leading to budget 

shortfalls. 

 Uneven Financial Contributions: The OIC’s budget is largely funded by voluntary 

contributions from its members, but there are significant disparities in contributions. 

Wealthier member states, such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, provide 

a disproportionate share of the funding, while some smaller, poorer member states 

contribute little. This creates financial gaps that limit the OIC's capacity to fund its 

programs effectively. 

 Lack of Sustainable Funding Models: The OIC has not developed sustainable 

funding mechanisms or alternative revenue sources to ensure long-term financial 

stability. The organization has been criticized for relying heavily on member state 

contributions, which can be inconsistent and unpredictable, hindering its ability to 

plan and execute large-scale initiatives. 

 

5.5 Bureaucratic Overload and Inefficiency 

The OIC’s bureaucratic structure often leads to inefficiency and redundancy in its 

operations. The organization consists of various departments, specialized agencies, and 

subsidiary bodies, which can result in overlapping functions and duplication of efforts. 

This makes the decision-making process more cumbersome and reduces the organization’s 

ability to act in a coordinated manner. 



 Fragmented Operations: The presence of multiple institutions and agencies under 

the OIC umbrella, such as the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Islamic 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), and Islamic 

Solidarity Fund, creates a fragmented operational landscape. This fragmentation can 

lead to a lack of coordination, inefficient use of resources, and delays in achieving 

collective goals. 

 Resource Drain: The large bureaucratic apparatus is expensive to maintain and often 

fails to deliver effective outcomes, which results in the waste of resources and a 

decline in the OIC’s credibility as a globally effective organization. 

 

5.6 Limited Role in Global Geopolitics and International Relations 

Although the OIC plays a significant role in the Islamic world, its influence in global 

geopolitics and broader international relations is limited. The organization often faces 

challenges in establishing itself as a major player on the global stage, particularly in the face 

of competition from other powerful international organizations. 

 Political Divisions Among Member States: The OIC's member states are often 

divided by regional, political, and ideological differences, which hinder the 

organization’s ability to act as a cohesive force in global politics. Disputes between 

member states—such as those between Saudi Arabia and Iran—often prevent the 

OIC from speaking with a unified voice on issues of global significance. 

 Competition with Other International Organizations: The OIC's influence is also 

limited by the existence of other international organizations, such as the United 

Nations (UN), European Union (EU), and G7, that often overshadow the OIC in 

terms of resources, power, and diplomatic reach. The OIC's ability to affect change on 

issues like human rights, global security, or climate change is therefore often 

secondary to the actions of more established global organizations. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC has made significant strides in promoting unity and cooperation among its member 

states, but its organizational and institutional weaknesses present substantial challenges to 

its overall effectiveness. These weaknesses—ranging from fragmented decision-making, 

lack of enforcement mechanisms, and financial instability to bureaucratic inefficiency—

undermine its ability to fulfill its mission and achieve long-term success. In order for the OIC 

to remain relevant and impactful in the 21st century, it must address these gaps and reform its 

structures to ensure a more efficient, cohesive, and effective organization. 

  



5.1 Lack of Binding Enforcement Mechanisms 

One of the most significant weaknesses of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

is its lack of binding enforcement mechanisms. While the OIC has made substantial 

contributions in fostering cooperation among its member states, it lacks the authority or tools 

to compel members to adhere to its resolutions, policies, and commitments. This absence of 

enforceable mandates has often limited the OIC's effectiveness, especially when it comes to 

resolving conflicts, implementing economic agreements, or ensuring compliance with human 

rights standards. 

 

5.1.1 Voluntary Compliance and Lack of Accountability 

Unlike other international organizations, such as the European Union (EU) or the United 

Nations (UN), which have legal instruments and structures for enforcement, the OIC's 

agreements and resolutions are not legally binding. The organization's reliance on 

voluntary compliance often results in inconsistent adherence to its policies and decisions. 

 Limited Accountability: While member states are encouraged to follow resolutions 

or initiatives set by the OIC, the absence of concrete accountability mechanisms 

means that there are few consequences for non-compliance. Member states are often 

not held to account for failing to implement agreements on issues such as human 

rights, peace initiatives, or trade cooperation. 

 Enforcement Challenges: The OIC lacks the legal power to take actions against 

member states that disregard its decisions. For instance, in the case of conflicts or 

political crises within member states, the organization can issue resolutions or offer 

diplomatic mediation but has no means of enforcing any outcomes. The OIC can only 

provide recommendations and encourage member states to comply, but it cannot 

impose sanctions or penalties on those who fail to comply. 

 

5.1.2 Ineffectiveness in Conflict Resolution 

The absence of binding enforcement mechanisms also hinders the OIC’s ability to effectively 

mediate conflicts or intervene in crises within its member states. In many cases, despite 

having conflict resolution frameworks or peace initiatives, the OIC struggles to ensure that 

its proposed solutions are followed through. 

 Limited Mediation Power: For example, while the OIC has worked to mediate peace 

between member states, such as in the cases of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict or the 

Saudi-Qatari dispute, the lack of enforcement tools means that any agreements made 

are often weak and not fully implemented. As a result, conflicts may drag on without 

resolution, and any peace efforts may ultimately prove to be ineffective in the long 

term. 

 Dependence on Member States' Will: The OIC's approach to conflict resolution 

largely depends on the political will of its member states. If a member state is 

unwilling to implement the OIC's suggestions or participate in peace initiatives, there 



is little the organization can do to enforce its resolutions. This results in a lack of 

consistency and ineffective solutions to conflicts that might otherwise be resolved 

through stronger enforcement actions. 

 

5.1.3 Absence of Sanctions or Penalties 

Unlike the UN, which has established sanctions regimes and peacekeeping forces that can 

be deployed to enforce resolutions, the OIC does not have the capability to impose sanctions 

or penalties on member states that violate its mandates. This is a crucial shortcoming in 

maintaining the integrity and effectiveness of the organization. 

 No Mechanism for Penalizing Non-Compliance: For instance, in situations where a 

member state violates human rights or fails to comply with economic agreements, 

the OIC lacks the capacity to impose penalties or economic sanctions. The 

organization is limited to issuing condemnations or statements of concern, which 

are often ineffective in bringing about real change. 

 Limited Tools for Dispute Resolution: Without the authority to impose sanctions or 

intervene with force, the OIC’s ability to manage disputes or uphold agreements 

between member states is greatly weakened. As a result, the OIC often finds itself 

powerless to act decisively on critical issues, such as human rights abuses, military 

conflicts, or political instability within its membership. 

 

5.1.4 Impact on Human Rights Advocacy 

The lack of binding enforcement mechanisms also undermines the OIC’s effectiveness in 

addressing human rights abuses within its member states. Despite the organization’s vocal 

support for Islamic human rights principles, it struggles to take meaningful action when 

member states violate these principles. 

 Inability to Ensure Human Rights Protections: While the OIC regularly issues 

statements condemning human rights violations, such as those committed against 

Muslim minorities or in conflicts, the absence of binding enforcement means that 

these statements often have little tangible impact. Member states may choose to 

ignore such resolutions without facing any significant repercussions, allowing human 

rights abuses to continue unchecked. 

 Weak Political Pressure: Although the OIC can exert political pressure on member 

states, the lack of binding tools such as sanctions or diplomatic consequences limits 

the effectiveness of such pressure. This makes it difficult for the OIC to safeguard the 

rights of vulnerable populations, such as Muslim minorities in non-Muslim 

countries, or to influence the actions of governments that violate international human 

rights standards. 

 

5.1.5 Need for Reform and Stronger Governance 



To address this gap, the OIC could benefit from reforming its governance structures and 

implementing binding enforcement mechanisms to enhance its authority and effectiveness. 

By developing a system of penalties, sanctions, or other enforcement tools, the OIC could 

become more effective in addressing the challenges it faces. 

 Potential for Future Reform: A system for binding legal enforcement could help 

ensure that member states adhere to resolutions on issues such as economic 

cooperation, conflict resolution, and human rights protection. While the challenges of 

creating such a system are significant, it could significantly enhance the OIC's role as 

a global player in international diplomacy and governance. 

 Examples of Strengthened Governance: Other international bodies, such as the 

European Union (EU) and United Nations (UN), offer valuable lessons in creating 

systems where resolutions are binding and there are clear consequences for non-

compliance. The OIC could explore reforming its internal governance to include a 

mechanism that holds member states accountable for their actions, thus reinforcing its 

collective authority and credibility. 

 

Conclusion 

The lack of binding enforcement mechanisms within the OIC is a fundamental weakness 

that limits its ability to be a truly effective and authoritative global organization. Without the 

power to enforce decisions or hold member states accountable for non-compliance, the OIC 

faces significant challenges in achieving its goals. Addressing this gap through reforms that 

establish stronger enforcement tools could significantly improve the OIC’s effectiveness in 

promoting peace, security, and human rights within its member states and beyond. 

  



5.2 Bureaucratic Inefficiencies and Red Tape 

Another significant weakness of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is its 

bureaucratic inefficiencies and the presence of red tape, which often hinder its ability to 

operate effectively and swiftly. While the OIC has a broad mandate to address a wide range 

of issues affecting its member states, its internal structures and processes can be cumbersome, 

slow, and lack the agility needed to respond to urgent challenges. 

 

5.2.1 Complex Decision-Making Processes 

The OIC’s decision-making process is characterized by complex procedures that often lead 

to delays in action. The organization consists of a diverse membership of 57 countries with 

varying political, economic, and social interests. This diversity, while a strength in many 

ways, also leads to a complicated decision-making structure that often results in prolonged 

deliberations and compromises, which can dilute the effectiveness of OIC initiatives. 

 Slow and Consensus-Driven Decisions: The OIC typically operates on a consensus 

model, where decisions must be made collectively, ensuring that all member states 

have a voice. While this fosters inclusivity, it also means that decisions take longer to 

reach. In urgent situations—such as conflicts or humanitarian crises—this delay can 

be problematic, as prompt action is often required. 

 Inefficient Bureaucratic Layers: Decision-making in the OIC often requires 

coordination between various institutions, including the General Secretariat, 

Council of Foreign Ministers, and Summit of Heads of State and Government. 

This multi-layered structure, while intended to represent diverse interests, creates 

bureaucratic hurdles that slow down processes and decision-making. 

 

5.2.2 Lack of Coordination Between OIC Bodies 

Another issue contributing to bureaucratic inefficiencies is the lack of coordination between 

the various OIC bodies and institutions. With numerous departments and committees 

addressing a broad range of issues—such as human rights, economic development, and 

conflict resolution—there is often overlap in efforts, which leads to duplicated work and 

wasted resources. 

 Overlapping Mandates: The OIC's internal divisions and specialized agencies, such 

as the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), OIC Human Rights Commission, and the 

Islamic Conference Youth Forum, may have overlapping mandates. This overlap 

can lead to a lack of clarity regarding responsibility and coordination, causing 

inefficiencies in policy implementation and resource allocation. 

 Fragmented Communication: There is often a lack of seamless communication and 

cooperation between the various institutions and departments. The absence of clear 

and unified communication strategies makes it difficult to streamline efforts and 

ensure that all parts of the organization are working in tandem toward common 

objectives. 



 

5.2.3 Slow Implementation of Initiatives 

The implementation of initiatives and resolutions within the OIC can be slow and 

bureaucratic, resulting in delayed responses to pressing issues. While the OIC may pass 

resolutions on critical matters, such as peacebuilding or economic cooperation, the process of 

implementing these resolutions often takes much longer than anticipated. 

 Long Approval Timelines: Even when initiatives are agreed upon, the approval 

process can take months or even years to move forward. This is due to the time-

consuming procedures required to negotiate agreements, allocate resources, and 

establish governance frameworks. In the interim, the relevance of initiatives may 

diminish, and the urgency of the original issues may be lost. 

 Limited Resources for Quick Action: The OIC is often constrained by resource 

limitations, including funding and personnel, which can slow down the 

implementation of its programs. Many OIC initiatives require financial investments 

and human resources, and delays in securing these can prolong the implementation 

phase, undermining the overall effectiveness of the organization. 

 

5.2.4 Bureaucratic Culture and Lack of Accountability 

The OIC has a bureaucratic culture that can sometimes prioritize procedural adherence 

over results. In an environment where adherence to rules and procedures is seen as more 

important than achieving tangible outcomes, the organization may become bogged down in 

red tape and hindered by inefficient processes. 

 Inflexible Organizational Structure: The OIC’s organizational structure is often 

rigid, with entrenched hierarchies and standard procedures that may not be conducive 

to rapid decision-making or responsiveness. This rigidity can stifle innovation, limit 

creativity, and lead to a lack of flexibility in addressing emerging challenges. 

 Weak Accountability Mechanisms: Bureaucratic inefficiencies are compounded by 

weak accountability mechanisms within the OIC. When mistakes are made or 

projects are delayed, there is often little follow-up or responsibility taken by those in 

charge. Without a culture of accountability, inefficiencies become more ingrained, 

and the organization’s ability to adapt to changing needs is further diminished. 

 

5.2.5 Resource Allocation Challenges 

An additional facet of the bureaucratic inefficiency within the OIC is the challenge of 

allocating resources effectively. Given the broad scope of its initiatives, including 

humanitarian aid, economic development, and cultural preservation, the OIC often faces 

difficulties in distributing resources in a way that maximizes impact. 

 Budget Constraints and Overlap: The OIC operates on a shared funding model 

between its member states, but resources are often insufficient or not allocated 



efficiently. Furthermore, the overlap in the mandates of different OIC bodies can lead 

to duplicated efforts and wasted resources, as different organizations within the OIC 

may be working on similar initiatives without adequate coordination. 

 Ineffective Project Monitoring: Bureaucratic inefficiencies also extend to the 

monitoring of OIC projects. Without proper systems in place to assess the 

effectiveness and progress of initiatives, the organization may not be able to identify 

when resources are being poorly spent or when a project is failing to meet its goals. 

 

5.2.6 Inability to Adapt to Changing Global Dynamics 

Finally, the bureaucratic inefficiencies within the OIC hinder its ability to adapt to changing 

global dynamics. As the global political, economic, and social landscape evolves, the OIC 

needs to be flexible and responsive in order to address the challenges of the modern world. 

However, the organization’s bureaucratic inertia often limits its capacity to quickly adjust 

to new challenges. 

 Slow Response to Global Crises: When crises arise—such as natural disasters, 

conflicts, or economic downturns—the OIC may struggle to respond quickly due to 

its bureaucratic structure. This slow response time can lead to missed opportunities 

and ineffective interventions that fail to address the root causes of crises in a timely 

manner. 

 Resistance to Reform: Efforts to streamline the OIC’s processes and make it more 

agile are often met with resistance from within the organization. This resistance to 

reform, combined with the entrenched bureaucratic culture, makes it difficult for the 

OIC to modernize and remain relevant in an increasingly fast-paced global 

environment. 

 

Conclusion 

The bureaucratic inefficiencies and red tape within the OIC represent a significant 

weakness in its ability to carry out its mission effectively. The organization’s complex 

decision-making processes, lack of coordination between its institutions, slow 

implementation of initiatives, and rigid culture all contribute to a system that is often unable 

to respond promptly to the needs of its member states or address global challenges 

effectively. To overcome these issues, the OIC would need to consider organizational reforms 

aimed at improving coordination, flexibility, and accountability, which would help 

streamline its operations and make it a more responsive and effective organization. 

  



5.3 Inadequate Funding and Resource Allocation 

One of the most significant weaknesses facing the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC) is its inadequate funding and poor resource allocation, which hinder its ability to 

implement projects effectively and achieve its broad objectives. Despite representing a large 

number of diverse countries with considerable economic resources, the OIC faces ongoing 

challenges in securing sufficient financial backing for its various initiatives and programs. 

 

5.3.1 Reliance on Voluntary Contributions 

The OIC is primarily funded through voluntary contributions from its member states. This 

means that the organization’s financial stability is largely dependent on the willingness and 

ability of individual countries to contribute. The lack of a fixed, mandatory funding 

mechanism means that the OIC is vulnerable to fluctuations in contributions, which can lead 

to financial instability and project delays. 

 Unequal Contributions: Not all member states contribute equally, and some may fail 

to meet their financial commitments, either due to political reasons, economic 

instability, or financial limitations. This unequal distribution of funds creates 

disparities in the availability of resources across OIC initiatives, with some programs 

underfunded or unable to get off the ground altogether. 

 Volatility of Contributions: Contributions from member states can fluctuate year by 

year, leading to uncertainty in planning and an inability to guarantee consistent 

funding for long-term projects. Countries facing their own financial crises may be 

forced to cut back on their contributions, which directly impacts the OIC’s ability to 

fulfill its goals. 

 

5.3.2 Insufficient Financial Mechanisms for Programs 

Although the OIC has established financial mechanisms such as the Islamic Development 

Bank (IDB), the Islamic Solidarity Fund, and the OIC Special Fund, these institutions are 

often underfunded and have limited resources to address the full spectrum of the OIC’s 

mandates. As a result, many of the OIC’s programs, especially in areas like economic 

development, humanitarian aid, and infrastructure projects, struggle to gain sufficient 

funding for large-scale impact. 

 Limited Scope of Financial Instruments: While the IDB is an important financial 

institution for the OIC, it often faces its own challenges in mobilizing funds for the 

full range of OIC activities. The bank’s mandate is focused on development projects, 

but this leaves many other initiatives underfunded or without clear financial support. 

 Competing Priorities: With a diverse membership of 57 countries, the OIC must 

address a wide array of priorities. Financial resources are often stretched thin as 

member states push for funding for programs that align with their national interests. 

As a result, projects of global importance, such as those related to climate change, 

human rights, or conflict resolution, may be left underfunded or sidelined. 



 

5.3.3 Overreliance on External Funding 

Another challenge the OIC faces is an overreliance on external sources of funding, 

including partnerships with international organizations, non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs), and financial institutions outside the Muslim world. While such collaborations can 

be beneficial, they also create challenges related to alignment of priorities and loss of 

autonomy in decision-making. 

 External Influence: Relying on external funding can subject the OIC to pressures 

from donors, which may have different priorities and goals. This can influence the 

direction of OIC programs in ways that do not always align with the interests of 

member states or the broader Islamic community. 

 Unpredictability of External Funding: External donors may also reduce or stop 

their financial support if their interests change or if they face financial difficulties 

themselves. This unpredictability makes long-term planning difficult, as the OIC 

cannot always count on sustained external funding for critical initiatives. 

 

5.3.4 Fragmented Resource Allocation 

A significant weakness within the OIC is the fragmented allocation of resources across its 

various programs and institutions. The lack of a cohesive and strategic approach to funding 

means that resources are often spread thinly across many initiatives, leading to insufficient 

funding for any single project to achieve significant impact. 

 Scattered Funding for Multiple Initiatives: The OIC pursues numerous initiatives 

in areas like human rights, conflict resolution, economic development, and 

scientific collaboration, but the available funds are not always directed toward the 

most critical or high-impact projects. As a result, many programs receive only partial 

funding and struggle to meet their objectives. 

 Inefficient Use of Resources: The lack of a clear, centralized resource allocation 

strategy can lead to inefficiencies in how funds are spent. Resources may be spread 

too thin across too many initiatives, leaving some projects underfunded and others 

with excessive resources. This inefficient allocation reduces the overall effectiveness 

of the OIC’s initiatives and prevents it from making significant strides toward its 

long-term goals. 

 

5.3.5 Lack of Accountability in Resource Management 

Another issue contributing to inadequate funding and resource allocation within the OIC is 

the lack of accountability in how funds are managed and distributed. Given the absence of 

binding enforcement mechanisms or financial oversight mechanisms, there is often 

limited transparency in how funds are allocated and spent across different programs and 

initiatives. 



 Weak Financial Monitoring: The OIC’s financial monitoring systems are not always 

effective at ensuring that funds are being used in the most efficient manner. Without 

proper oversight, funds can be misallocated, wasted, or used in ways that do not 

achieve the desired impact. 

 Accountability Gaps: The lack of clear accountability structures means that when 

inefficiencies arise or funds are misused, there may be little recourse or follow-up. 

This contributes to a culture where financial mismanagement can go unchecked, 

further limiting the OIC’s ability to effectively implement its programs. 

 

5.3.6 Lack of Long-Term Funding Planning 

The OIC also faces challenges in its ability to plan for long-term financial sustainability. 

With many of its initiatives requiring ongoing funding, the absence of a long-term financial 

strategy means that the organization struggles to ensure that its programs can be sustained 

over time. 

 Short-Term Focus: The OIC often focuses on short-term goals and emergency 

funding, such as humanitarian aid or conflict resolution efforts, without considering 

how these initiatives can be sustained in the long run. Without a clear financial 

strategy for the future, the OIC may struggle to build the financial resilience needed to 

meet long-term goals. 

 Inadequate Reserves for Future Challenges: In order to be effective in addressing 

future challenges, such as climate change, economic instability, or global conflicts, 

the OIC needs to build up reserves and ensure that it has the necessary funding to act 

in a timely and impactful manner. The lack of strategic planning and foresight in this 

area leaves the OIC ill-prepared for unforeseen future challenges. 

 

Conclusion 

The inadequate funding and poor resource allocation within the OIC are significant 

challenges that limit the organization’s effectiveness in achieving its goals. The OIC’s 

reliance on voluntary contributions, external funding, and a fragmented approach to resource 

distribution have created a financial environment where programs often struggle to get the 

support they need. To overcome these challenges, the OIC must adopt more sustainable and 

strategic funding mechanisms, improve financial accountability, and ensure that its resources 

are allocated efficiently to maximize impact. 

  



5.4 Overdependence on Leading Member States 

Another critical weakness of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is its 

overdependence on a few leading member states. While the OIC includes 57 member 

countries, the financial, diplomatic, and political influence of the organization is 

disproportionately reliant on a handful of powerful and resource-rich countries, which poses 

several risks to the organization's cohesion and effectiveness. 

 

5.4.1 Disproportionate Influence of Wealthier States 

A small group of economically powerful OIC member states—such as Saudi Arabia, 

Turkey, and United Arab Emirates (UAE)—hold a disproportionate amount of influence 

within the organization. These states contribute significantly to the OIC’s financial resources 

and shape its policy directions, especially in areas where their national interests are at stake. 

While their involvement is important, this overreliance on a few wealthier states can create a 

power imbalance within the organization, sidelining the interests of less influential member 

states. 

 Financial Dominance: Wealthier member states, particularly those with vast oil 

reserves, have historically provided much of the funding for the OIC’s initiatives. 

This financial dependency makes the OIC vulnerable to the economic priorities and 

geopolitical interests of these leading contributors. 

 Political Influence: The political and strategic interests of major donors often drive 

the OIC’s diplomatic decisions, which can overshadow the voices of smaller or less 

influential member states. As a result, policies may reflect the priorities of a few 

dominant states rather than the collective interests of the entire membership. 

 

5.4.2 Unequal Political Representation 

The OIC was founded as a platform for Muslim-majority countries to cooperate on political, 

economic, cultural, and social issues. However, the political representation of the 

organization can sometimes be skewed, with a few leading countries having more leverage in 

decision-making processes. This concentration of influence at the top can lead to challenges 

in ensuring equal representation of all member states, particularly those with smaller 

economies or less political clout. 

 Lack of Consensus Building: In an organization as diverse as the OIC, a lack of 

effective consensus-building mechanisms can be detrimental to achieving collective 

action. The overdependence on a few influential member states can result in decision-

making that fails to take into account the needs and perspectives of less powerful 

countries, leading to fragmentation and a lack of unity. 

 Policy Alignment with Major Powers: Smaller member states may feel that their 

views are not adequately represented in key decision-making processes, especially 

when the policies of leading states dominate the agenda. This can lead to feelings of 



marginalization and reduce the overall effectiveness of the OIC in serving the 

diverse needs of all its members. 

 

5.4.3 Vulnerability to Geopolitical Shifts 

The OIC’s dependence on a handful of leading member states also makes it particularly 

vulnerable to geopolitical shifts in the international landscape. The political or economic 

stability of these dominant nations directly affects the organization's ability to function 

effectively. If any of the leading countries face internal instability, economic crises, or shift 

their foreign policy priorities, it can create disruptions within the OIC and impact the 

organization’s ability to fulfill its mandate. 

 Changes in Domestic Politics: The political leadership of influential member states 

plays a significant role in shaping the OIC’s direction. Any changes in leadership, 

whether through elections, coups, or shifts in policy, can lead to policy reversals or 

changes in how the country engages with the organization, potentially leaving the 

OIC in a state of political flux. 

 Global Economic Fluctuations: Leading states with significant financial resources, 

such as those dependent on oil exports, may experience economic downturns or 

volatility in the global market. Such changes could result in decreased contributions 

to the OIC’s budget, affecting the organization's ability to carry out its activities. 

 

5.4.4 Risk of Uneven Development and Implementation of Programs 

OIC initiatives often receive greater attention and funding priority from leading member 

states, which can create disparities in the level of development and implementation of 

programs across the entire membership. Smaller, poorer countries may have fewer 

opportunities to benefit from OIC initiatives or face challenges in securing financial or 

technical support for their own development priorities. 

 Geographical and Political Bias: Programs and initiatives may be disproportionately 

concentrated in certain regions or member states, especially those with significant 

political or economic leverage. This could lead to a regional imbalance, with some 

member states receiving the lion’s share of funding and attention, while others are left 

behind. 

 Selective Project Support: Larger, wealthier member states may support specific 

OIC projects that align with their national interests. For example, countries with 

specific geopolitical goals may prioritize programs that bolster their own influence or 

strategic position, rather than projects that serve the collective needs of the OIC 

member states. 

 

5.4.5 Reduced Autonomy and Decision-Making Independence 



The overdependence on leading member states can also reduce the autonomy of the OIC 

itself. The organization’s ability to make independent decisions, without external influence 

from powerful states, is often compromised. As a result, there can be a lack of initiative or 

innovation in the OIC’s operations, as decisions are often influenced by the national interests 

of the larger, dominant states. 

 Limited Influence of Smaller States: Smaller and less politically influential member 

states may have limited opportunities to affect OIC policy or push for reforms that 

align with their national priorities. This can lead to frustration among less powerful 

members, reducing their engagement and participation in the OIC’s activities. 

 Compromise on OIC Principles: The OIC’s capacity to uphold its founding 

principles, such as promoting unity, solidarity, and the collective welfare of all 

Muslim-majority countries, can be undermined if the organization is overly 

influenced by a few dominant states. Policies driven primarily by the interests of a 

few countries could compromise the OIC’s ability to be an impartial and 

representative platform for all member states. 

 

5.4.6 The Challenge of Balancing Internal and External Influences 

The OIC’s reliance on leading member states also complicates its ability to balance internal 

unity with external relations. Leading member states often have their own geopolitical 

interests that can influence OIC positions on global issues, such as conflicts in the Middle 

East, Africa, or Southeast Asia. 

 External Alignment: Powerful member states may align the OIC with their own 

foreign policy goals, potentially straining relations with other international players or 

conflicting with the interests of smaller member states. The OIC, therefore, faces the 

challenge of balancing its internal cohesion with the external diplomatic interests of 

its influential members. 

 Impact on Global Perception: The OIC’s image on the global stage may be shaped 

by the actions and policies of a few prominent member states, which can lead to 

perceptions of the organization as serving specific national interests rather than acting 

as a unified voice for the entire Muslim world. 

 

Conclusion 

The overdependence on leading member states represents a significant weakness within 

the OIC, as it creates disparities in influence, financial contributions, and decision-making 

power. The concentration of power within a few wealthier or politically powerful nations 

compromises the OIC’s ability to act as a truly representative and cohesive organization. To 

ensure the success of its initiatives and the long-term stability of the organization, the OIC 

must diversify its sources of funding, strengthen decision-making mechanisms, and ensure 

more equitable representation for all member states. 

  



5.5 Internal Conflicts and Competing Agendas 

Internal conflicts and competing agendas among member states are significant weaknesses 

that hinder the effectiveness and unity of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 

Given the diversity of the member countries, both in terms of political systems, economic 

conditions, religious practices, and geopolitical interests, it is inevitable that conflicting 

priorities arise. These internal divisions can complicate decision-making processes, reduce 

the effectiveness of collective action, and undermine the OIC’s ability to present a unified 

front on key global issues. 

 

5.5.1 Geopolitical Rivalries Among Member States 

The OIC brings together countries with vastly different geopolitical interests. Many member 

states, particularly those in regions such as the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia, 

have long-standing political and military rivalries. These rivalries often spill over into OIC 

discussions and decisions, leading to polarization and making it difficult to forge consensus 

on important issues. 

 Middle Eastern Rivalries: Countries such as Saudi Arabia and Iran have been at 

odds for decades, particularly over religious (Sunni-Shia) and political differences. 

This rivalry often leads to the OIC’s division when attempting to address issues 

related to Syria, Yemen, and other regional conflicts. 

 Conflicting Alliances: Member states may have alliances with different global 

powers, which may not align with the collective interests of the OIC. For example, 

Turkey has a strategic partnership with NATO, while Iran has had tensions with 

Western countries, particularly the United States. These differences can create 

diplomatic challenges within the OIC, especially when discussing issues with global 

implications. 

 

5.5.2 Divergent Economic Interests 

The OIC’s membership includes both wealthy, resource-rich states (such as Saudi Arabia, 

UAE, and Qatar) and developing countries with less stable economies (such as Somalia, 

Yemen, and Afghanistan). This economic disparity often leads to divergent priorities when 

it comes to development, trade, and economic cooperation. Wealthier countries may push for 

policies that align with their own interests, while poorer nations may seek more aid or 

preferential treatment. 

 Resource Allocation: Wealthier countries may prioritize initiatives that benefit their 

own economic interests, such as oil exports or infrastructure projects in specific 

regions, while poorer countries may prioritize development aid or initiatives focused 

on poverty reduction. This can lead to friction over how resources are distributed. 

 Economic Integration: Some member states may be more open to regional economic 

integration and trade agreements, while others may prioritize national sovereignty 



and resist greater economic cooperation. These differing views can hinder efforts to 

create a cohesive economic strategy for the entire OIC. 

 

5.5.3 Differences in Political Systems and Governance Models 

The political systems of OIC member states vary widely, ranging from absolute monarchies 

and authoritarian regimes to democratic republics and hybrid political systems. These 

differences in governance models can lead to conflicting approaches to issues such as human 

rights, freedom of expression, and democratic reforms. 

 Authoritarian vs. Democratic Ideals: Countries like Saudi Arabia, United Arab 

Emirates, and Egypt often face criticism for their lack of political freedoms and 

repressive measures against opposition. In contrast, countries like Indonesia and 

Turkey may emphasize the importance of democratic principles and civil liberties 

within the OIC framework. These ideological differences can lead to tensions when 

addressing global human rights issues or advocating for democratic reforms in 

member states. 

 Disagreement on Governance: The OIC has struggled to reconcile its role in 

advocating for democracy and good governance while respecting the sovereignty 

and political systems of its member states. This tension becomes particularly evident 

in OIC responses to political crises or uprisings in member states, such as the Arab 

Spring or the conflict in Syria. 

 

5.5.4 Conflicting Approaches to Religious Unity 

The OIC is fundamentally built on the idea of Islamic solidarity, but its members practice 

Islam in diverse ways. This religious diversity, particularly between Sunni and Shia 

traditions, can lead to sectarian tensions within the organization. These conflicts can make it 

difficult for the OIC to speak with one voice on issues related to religion and Islamic unity. 

 Sunni vs. Shia Divides: The OIC has often struggled to maintain internal harmony 

due to the tensions between Sunni-majority countries (such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 

and Turkey) and Shia-majority countries (such as Iran, Iraq, and Bahrain). This 

divide often affects the OIC's stance on issues like the Palestinian conflict, Syrian 

civil war, and Yemeni conflict. 

 Interpretation of Islamic Law: Different interpretations of Islamic law and traditions 

within member states can lead to competing agendas on religious issues, such as 

family law, education, and social policy. These differences can result in a lack of 

consensus when the OIC seeks to present unified positions on religious or social 

issues. 

 

5.5.5 Regional Conflicts and Instability 



OIC member states are often affected by regional conflicts and civil wars that have a direct 

impact on the organization’s diplomatic efforts. The ongoing conflicts in countries like Syria, 

Libya, Yemen, and Somalia often prevent the OIC from focusing on more strategic issues 

and hinder its capacity to present a unified front on the global stage. 

 Lack of Unified Position on Conflicts: Member states are often divided in their 

support for rival factions in regional conflicts, making it difficult for the OIC to take a 

strong, collective stance. For example, some countries may support the Syrian 

government, while others back opposition groups, creating internal divisions within 

the organization. 

 Protracted Conflicts: Prolonged conflicts, such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 

also create deep divisions within the OIC, with member states holding divergent 

views on the best approach to resolution. This prolonged division can undermine the 

OIC’s diplomatic efforts and its image as a cohesive, unified entity. 

 

5.5.6 Influence of External Actors 

The influence of external actors, such as the United States, Russia, China, and the 

European Union, can exacerbate internal conflicts within the OIC. Some member states 

have close ties with these global powers, which may not always align with the interests of 

other OIC members. This external interference can further complicate the OIC's internal 

dynamics and make it harder for the organization to pursue its own independent diplomatic 

and economic agenda. 

 Aligning with Global Powers: Countries that align themselves with global powers 

like the United States (e.g., Saudi Arabia and Jordan) may push the OIC to adopt 

policies that reflect the interests of these powers, while others may resist such 

alignment, seeking closer ties with countries like China or Russia. This external 

influence can deepen internal divisions within the organization. 

 Strategic Divisions: These external alliances can also lead to strategic divisions 

within the OIC, as countries that rely heavily on foreign aid or political support from 

outside powers may be more inclined to follow the diplomatic and strategic interests 

of their benefactors rather than acting in accordance with the OIC’s collective 

interests. 

 

Conclusion 

Internal conflicts and competing agendas are an inherent challenge for the OIC, which must 

balance the diverse interests, political systems, and strategic priorities of its member states. 

The ongoing geopolitical rivalries, economic disparities, and sectarian divides create a 

fragmented approach to key issues, reducing the OIC’s ability to present a unified voice and 

act cohesively on the global stage. In order to enhance its effectiveness, the OIC must focus 

on strengthening internal cooperation, fostering dialogue between member states, and 

building consensus through diplomatic engagement to overcome these internal divisions. 

  



5.6 Lack of Public Awareness and Engagement 

One of the major weaknesses of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the 

insufficient public awareness of its role, objectives, and activities. This lack of visibility can 

undermine the effectiveness of its initiatives, hinder its ability to garner support for important 

causes, and diminish its overall impact on global affairs. In an age where global 

communication is crucial for advocacy, the OIC faces several challenges in engaging with 

both the Muslim and non-Muslim world effectively. 

 

5.6.1 Limited Media Presence and Coverage 

While the OIC conducts various programs and initiatives aimed at improving the welfare of 

its member states and the Muslim community globally, its presence in mainstream media is 

often limited. The lack of media attention results in the general public, both within member 

states and beyond, being largely unaware of the organization’s efforts and achievements. 

 Global Media Focus: The media landscape is dominated by other international 

organizations and global powers, and the OIC does not have the same level of media 

coverage or global influence. This limits the organization’s ability to shape public 

opinion and raise awareness of its goals and achievements. 

 Poor Representation in International Media: In addition to limited media coverage, 

the OIC's initiatives often fail to gain traction in international news cycles, with key 

actions and interventions not receiving the attention they deserve. As a result, public 

awareness of its programs is minimal, leading to a lack of support and 

misunderstanding of its objectives. 

 

5.6.2 Lack of Engagement with Youth and Civil Society 

The OIC has struggled to establish strong relationships with youth organizations and civil 

society groups within its member states. These groups are essential in shaping public 

opinion, fostering social change, and building a sense of community and solidarity. Without 

active engagement from youth and civil society, the OIC’s initiatives risk being seen as top-

down rather than as movements driven by the needs and aspirations of the people it seeks to 

represent. 

 Limited Youth Involvement: The younger generations across OIC member countries 

are often disconnected from the OIC’s activities, which limits their role in advocating 

for the organization’s goals and mobilizing support for its causes. This gap can also 

prevent the OIC from aligning its initiatives with the priorities and concerns of 

younger Muslims, particularly in areas like education, employment, and innovation. 

 Civil Society Disconnect: Many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil 

society groups working within the OIC member states operate independently from the 

organization itself. The lack of coordination between these groups and the OIC 

reduces the potential for collaborative action in areas such as human rights, 

economic development, and social justice. 



 

5.6.3 Insufficient Digital Presence and Modern Communication Tools 

The OIC’s digital engagement, especially through social media and online platforms, is 

underdeveloped compared to other global organizations. In an era where the internet and 

social media play a central role in communication and advocacy, the OIC’s limited online 

presence restricts its ability to reach a global audience, particularly younger and tech-savvy 

individuals. 

 Underutilization of Social Media: While the OIC has a presence on platforms like 

Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube, its digital strategy is not as impactful or well-

coordinated as that of other international organizations. The lack of consistent 

messaging, interactive engagement, and content creation that resonates with both 

Muslim and global audiences undermines the organization’s ability to inform and 

mobilize public opinion. 

 Limited Online Resources: The OIC’s website and digital resources are often 

perceived as outdated, and the content is not always user-friendly or easily 

accessible. The absence of interactive tools, multimedia content, and multilingual 

support further restricts engagement with diverse audiences and diminishes its 

outreach potential. 

 

5.6.4 Lack of Public-Private Partnerships 

Public engagement for the OIC is also limited by its lack of strategic partnerships with 

private sector organizations, media outlets, and global influencers. These partnerships can 

amplify the impact of the organization’s efforts by extending its reach to broader networks 

and fostering greater public support for its initiatives. 

 Private Sector Collaboration: The OIC has not effectively harnessed the resources 

and influence of private-sector entities, which could help in raising awareness and 

funding initiatives. Strategic collaborations with companies, particularly those in 

technology, media, and philanthropy, could help bolster the OIC’s engagement with 

the wider world. 

 Media Partnerships: Building partnerships with global media outlets and 

journalists who can cover the OIC’s activities in an accurate and engaging way is 

also an area of potential growth. Working with media partners could help amplify the 

OIC’s voice in a competitive information ecosystem. 

 

5.6.5 Negative Stereotypes and Misconceptions 

Another challenge for the OIC is the negative stereotypes and misconceptions that exist 

about its role and objectives, particularly in the non-Muslim world. Media portrayals, often 

driven by sensational headlines and political biases, can create a skewed perception of the 

OIC as a polarizing or anti-Western organization. These perceptions hinder public support 

and undermine the OIC’s diplomatic efforts on the global stage. 



 Islamophobia: In many parts of the world, the rise of Islamophobia contributes to 

misconceptions about the OIC’s goals and actions. The organization is sometimes 

painted as intolerant or exclusionary, which detracts from its core message of unity, 

solidarity, and mutual respect among Muslim nations. 

 Western Misunderstandings: The OIC’s advocacy on issues like Palestine, Islamic 

law, and religious freedoms can be misunderstood in the West, where political 

narratives often shape the discussion of the organization. This misrepresentation 

further weakens the OIC’s ability to engage with global communities and explain its 

true mission. 

 

5.6.6 Slow Response to Changing Global Communication Trends 

The OIC has been relatively slow in adapting to the rapid changes in global communication 

trends, including the rise of social media, online activism, and digital storytelling. This 

delay has resulted in missed opportunities to connect with younger audiences and create 

meaningful discourse around the organization’s initiatives. 

 Adapting to New Platforms: The OIC has not fully capitalized on the power of 

platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and podcasting, which are particularly influential 

among younger generations. A greater presence on these platforms could help the 

OIC raise awareness among a broader, more diverse audience. 

 Engaging Digital Content: The OIC’s content has generally been traditional and 

text-heavy, focusing on reports and official statements. To engage younger 

generations, the organization could benefit from using more visual media, 

interactive platforms, and digital campaigns that resonate with today’s social media 

culture. 

 

Conclusion 

The lack of public awareness and engagement is a critical weakness for the OIC, as it 

limits the organization's ability to garner support for its initiatives, advocate for its member 

states, and build solidarity among Muslim communities worldwide. To overcome this 

challenge, the OIC must enhance its digital presence, engage with youth and civil society, 

and partner with the private sector and media outlets to amplify its voice. A stronger 

emphasis on communication and outreach will be key to improving the OIC's visibility, 

impact, and ability to serve its member states and the broader Muslim world. 

  



Chapter 6: Weaknesses – Political Inconsistencies 

and Ineffectiveness 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), despite its broad membership and 

diplomatic efforts, faces significant challenges when it comes to political consistency and 

the effectiveness of its actions. These issues often arise from internal contradictions among 

member states, differing national interests, and the inability to take decisive action in critical 

global political matters. Political inconsistencies and inefficiencies hinder the OIC’s ability to 

act as a unified force on the world stage and undermine its credibility. 

 

6.1 Divergent Political Agendas Among Member States 

One of the most significant weaknesses of the OIC is the wide range of political ideologies 

and national interests among its 57 member states. These differences often result in 

conflicting priorities that hinder the organization’s ability to adopt cohesive strategies and 

take unified action. 

 Different Governance Systems: Member states of the OIC come from diverse 

political systems, including monarchies, republics, militaristic regimes, and 

democracies. These political systems shape the way member states perceive global 

issues and their approach to cooperation within the OIC framework. The lack of a 

unified political stance often prevents the OIC from presenting a consistent position 

on key issues like global security, human rights, and regional conflicts. 

 Conflicting National Interests: Each member state has its own set of national 

priorities, and these often clash within the OIC. For example, some states may 

prioritize economic development, while others may focus on religious or geopolitical 

issues. These divergent national agendas limit the organization’s ability to speak 

with one voice on the global stage, which undermines its credibility and diplomatic 

influence. 

 

6.2 Failure to Address Key Global Issues Effectively 

The OIC has often been criticized for its inability to effectively address key global and 

regional issues, despite its large membership and resources. The organization’s failure to 

respond decisively to crises such as the Syrian conflict, the Rohingya crisis, and the war in 

Yemen illustrates the political paralysis that can result from internal disagreements and lack 

of consensus. 

 Limited Impact in Regional Conflicts: The OIC has struggled to mediate and 

resolve conflicts in its member states, particularly in the Middle East and North 

Africa. Despite the organization’s mission to promote peace and security, it has been 

unable to broker significant peace agreements or interventions in conflicts where 

member states are directly involved. 

 Inability to Influence Global Institutions: The OIC has also faced challenges in 

influencing global institutions like the United Nations and the World Trade 



Organization. While the OIC seeks to represent the collective interests of Muslim-

majority countries, it has often struggled to exert meaningful influence in global 

decision-making bodies due to the fragmented political positions within its 

membership. 

 

6.3 Lack of Consensus on Key Issues 

The OIC’s lack of consensus on key issues such as economic cooperation, democracy 

promotion, and human rights often prevents it from taking unified action. For example, 

differing views on the role of democracy in governance within OIC member states can 

hinder the organization’s ability to issue joint statements or develop cohesive policies on 

matters like governance reforms or freedom of expression. 

 Polarization on Religious and Political Issues: The sectarian divides within the 

Muslim world, particularly between Sunni and Shia states, further complicate the 

OIC’s ability to reach a consensus on religious and political issues. Disagreements 

over issues such as the status of Al-Quds (Jerusalem), the Iran-Saudi rivalry, and 

political support for various factions in Syria and Yemen have often stymied efforts 

for collective action. 

 Disunity in Policy Formulation: When the OIC does manage to formulate policies, 

they are often vague or non-binding, lacking the force of commitment required to 

make a real impact. The lack of a clear, cohesive policy on economic and political 

cooperation further weakens the OIC’s ability to influence change within the Muslim 

world. 

 

6.4 Ineffectiveness in Managing Internal Conflicts 

Another major weakness of the OIC is its failure to manage and resolve internal conflicts 

between its member states. These tensions can range from territorial disputes to ideological 

and religious differences. The OIC's ability to mediate such conflicts has been limited, as the 

organization lacks the tools and authority to enforce resolutions. 

 Failed Mediations in Conflicts: The OIC has often been unable to mediate 

effectively in bilateral disputes between member states, such as those between Saudi 

Arabia and Iran, Turkey and Syria, and Pakistan and India (over Kashmir). These 

unresolved conflicts often contribute to a lack of stability within the region and 

undermine the OIC’s role as a peace-promoting organization. 

 Lack of Effective Conflict Resolution Mechanisms: The OIC lacks a well-defined 

and robust mechanism for resolving conflicts within its membership. While it does 

have a mechanism for peaceful resolution through diplomatic channels, the political 

will to resolve conflicts is often absent, especially when key powers within the 

organization have competing interests. 

 

6.5 Weak Influence in Global Politics 



Despite representing a significant portion of the world’s population and controlling a 

substantial amount of the world’s resources, the OIC has struggled to translate its numerical 

and economic strength into political influence. Its inability to coordinate and present a 

unified front has hindered its effectiveness in global diplomacy. 

 Inability to Forge Strong Global Alliances: The OIC has been unsuccessful in 

forming lasting, strategic alliances with other global powers or regional 

organizations. While the OIC has pursued partnerships with countries like Turkey, 

Indonesia, and Pakistan, these relationships have not been strong enough to shift the 

global power dynamics in favor of Muslim-majority countries. 

 Limited Global Impact: The OIC’s limited ability to exert influence in international 

political and economic forums has left many member states facing challenges alone, 

rather than benefitting from collective support. Whether it’s the Palestinian cause or 

economic development, the OIC has found it difficult to make a lasting impact on the 

global stage. 

 

6.6 Tendency Toward Symbolic Gestures Instead of Action 

The OIC has often been accused of making symbolic gestures or issuing empty resolutions 

that lack any real power or impact. This tendency to adopt rhetoric over action is 

particularly evident when the organization addresses major issues such as human rights 

violations, conflict resolution, and economic cooperation. 

 Resolutions Without Enforcement: The OIC frequently passes resolutions 

condemning actions taken by non-member states or member states themselves, but 

these resolutions rarely result in concrete actions. The lack of binding agreements or 

enforcement mechanisms means that even though these resolutions may be well-

intentioned, they often fail to lead to any tangible change. 

 Failure to Execute Programs: The OIC has launched numerous initiatives and 

programs aimed at addressing issues such as education, healthcare, and economic 

development within member states. However, many of these programs suffer from 

poor execution due to a lack of coordination, insufficient funding, or political 

hurdles. This undermines the OIC’s credibility and its ability to achieve its goals. 

 

Conclusion 

The political inconsistencies and ineffectiveness within the OIC significantly undermine its 

role as a unified, powerful organization. The divergence of political ideologies among 

member states, the failure to address global issues decisively, and the lack of consensus on 

critical matters all hinder the organization’s capacity to take meaningful action. These 

weaknesses contribute to the perception that the OIC is often more of a diplomatic forum 

than an effective policy-making body. For the OIC to become a more effective force in 

global politics, it must work towards overcoming these internal divisions and enhancing its 

capacity to act decisively and cohesively on matters of importance to the Muslim world. 



6.1 Inconsistent Responses to Muslim Crises 

One of the most significant challenges the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

faces is its inconsistent response to crises affecting Muslim populations. Despite its mandate 

to protect the interests of Muslims worldwide, the organization’s reactions to critical 

situations are often perceived as inadequate, fragmented, or delayed. This inconsistency in 

addressing crises reflects the internal divisions and lack of unified action among OIC member 

states. 

 

Divergence in National Priorities and Interests 

The OIC’s failure to respond consistently to crises can be attributed, in part, to the diverse 

priorities and interests of its member states. Each nation has its own approach to 

international politics, often driven by national interests, which can clash with the broader 

objectives of the OIC. 

 Selective Intervention: The OIC’s interventions often appear to be selective, with 

certain crises receiving strong support and others being largely ignored. For example, 

the OIC has been highly vocal and active in addressing the Palestinian issue, which 

is a unifying cause for most of its members. However, the organization has faced 

criticism for its lack of meaningful action in other areas, such as the Rohingya crisis 

in Myanmar, the Yemen war, or the Uighur Muslims' plight in China. The 

organization's response to these issues has often been seen as weak, and in some 

cases, non-existent. 

 Geopolitical Rivalries: Regional rivalries between member states also play a major 

role in the inconsistency of OIC responses. For instance, countries like Saudi Arabia 

and Iran, who have opposing interests in the Middle East, often impede the 

organization’s ability to respond cohesively to crises. These sectarian divides and 

political differences between member states reduce the OIC’s effectiveness in 

making decisions or taking action in crisis situations, particularly those that are 

politically sensitive, like the Syrian conflict or the Saudi-Iran tensions. 

 

Delays in Humanitarian Responses 

Another major issue with the OIC’s response to crises is the frequent delays in delivering 

humanitarian assistance. The OIC, which has established the Islamic Solidarity Fund and 

other initiatives to assist affected communities, has faced significant challenges in ensuring 

that aid reaches those who need it in a timely manner. 

 Logistical and Coordination Issues: Humanitarian aid often suffers from poor 

coordination and bureaucratic inefficiency within the OIC. For instance, when 

conflicts erupt in member states or in neighboring regions, such as in Syria or Libya, 

the OIC has struggled to effectively coordinate relief efforts. This is due, in part, to 

the lack of a unified strategy for handling emergencies and the absence of a central 

body capable of quickly mobilizing resources and personnel. 



 Lack of Effective Communication: In many instances, the OIC's communication 

channels are not sufficiently developed to facilitate rapid responses to emerging 

crises. Member states may not be able to communicate or share intelligence 

effectively, which hinders the OIC's capacity to coordinate timely interventions. This 

delay can exacerbate the suffering of affected populations, especially in emergency 

situations like natural disasters or armed conflicts. 

 

Internal Disputes Over Intervention 

The OIC has often been paralyzed by internal disputes over whether the organization should 

intervene in a specific crisis, especially when member states are involved in the conflict. This 

hesitation to take action is rooted in concerns over sovereignty, political alliances, and the 

complexity of conflicts. 

 Sovereignty vs. Intervention: Some member states are hesitant to allow the OIC to 

intervene in conflicts, fearing that it could infringe upon their sovereignty. For 

example, countries like Egypt or Turkey may be reluctant to have the OIC intervene 

in their domestic affairs or in their bilateral disputes with neighboring states. This 

reluctance has contributed to a lack of decisive intervention in situations that could 

benefit from OIC involvement. 

 Political Tensions Between Member States: Another challenge in addressing crises 

effectively is the political tension between member states. For instance, the Saudi-

Iran rivalry often complicates the OIC's response to conflicts in the region. This 

tension can lead to inconsistent support for certain governments or factions, making 

it difficult for the OIC to mediate conflicts or deliver aid in a manner that is impartial 

and effective. 

 

Ineffectiveness in Human Rights Advocacy 

The OIC has also been criticized for its inconsistent advocacy on human rights issues, 

especially when it comes to defending Muslim populations in non-member countries or 

within conflict zones. While the OIC claims to be the defender of Muslim rights worldwide, 

its advocacy efforts have often been weak and sporadic. 

 Failure to Hold Member States Accountable: The OIC has been reluctant to hold 

member states accountable for human rights violations within their own borders. For 

instance, the ongoing human rights abuses in countries like China, where Uighur 

Muslims are persecuted, have not been addressed with the urgency expected from an 

organization claiming to represent Muslims globally. Similarly, the OIC’s reaction to 

internal repression in places like Egypt or Saudi Arabia has been criticized for 

lacking strong condemnation or action. 

 Selective Human Rights Advocacy: The OIC has also been accused of selectively 

raising human rights concerns, focusing more on issues that align with the political 

agendas of key member states, while neglecting other serious violations. For instance, 

while the OIC has been vocal on the rights of Palestinians, it has not demonstrated 

the same level of commitment to the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar or Kashmiri 



Muslims in India. This selective approach damages the credibility of the OIC as a 

genuine advocate for the rights of all Muslims. 

 

Fragmented Response to Humanitarian Crises 

While the OIC does have mechanisms for providing humanitarian assistance, its response to 

crises has often been fragmented, with member states acting independently rather than as part 

of a coordinated effort. This fragmentation weakens the OIC’s ability to have a meaningful 

impact on global humanitarian issues. 

 Unilateral Approaches: In many cases, member states have acted unilaterally to 

provide aid, rather than working through the OIC’s established channels. For 

example, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates have all provided 

significant humanitarian aid in conflict zones like Syria and Yemen but have often 

bypassed the OIC in favor of their own bilateral efforts. This undermines the OIC’s 

ability to act as a unified humanitarian force and creates inefficiencies in aid 

distribution. 

 Lack of Joint Strategic Planning: The OIC has yet to develop a comprehensive, 

long-term strategy for addressing the root causes of crises in member states, such as 

poverty, political instability, or religious persecution. The absence of such a 

strategy leads to a reactive approach, where the OIC only steps in after a crisis has 

escalated, rather than proactively preventing or mitigating such events. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s inconsistent responses to crises are a major weakness that hampers its credibility 

and effectiveness as an international organization. Diverging national interests, internal 

disputes, and the lack of unified action have resulted in missed opportunities to address 

urgent humanitarian issues, such as genocides, refugee crises, and armed conflicts. To 

improve its impact and solidarity, the OIC must work towards greater coordination, clearer 

policy frameworks, and a more unified approach to global crises, ensuring that it acts 

decisively and swiftly in defense of Muslim populations around the world. 

  



6.2 Weak Position on Human Rights Violations 

One of the critical challenges the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) faces in its 

pursuit of being a global advocate for Muslim nations is its weak stance on human rights 

violations. While the OIC champions the protection and promotion of Islamic values and the 

interests of Muslims globally, its responses to human rights abuses, particularly within its 

own member states or in Muslim-majority regions, have often been criticized for being 

inconsistent, tepid, or outright absent. 

 

Lack of Action on Human Rights Abuses Within Member States 

The OIC has long struggled with the dilemma of maintaining solidarity among its member 

states, some of which are plagued by significant human rights abuses. The political and 

economic power of certain member states often prevents the OIC from taking strong actions 

against violations occurring within these countries. 

 Sovereignty vs. Human Rights: Many member states prioritize sovereignty over 

human rights concerns, leading to reluctance in addressing abuses within their own 

borders. In countries where governments are accused of oppressing political 

dissidents, restricting freedoms, or engaging in ethnic or religious persecution, the 

OIC has been criticized for remaining silent or offering only mild condemnations. 

For example, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Iran have faced international scrutiny over 

their human rights records, but the OIC’s responses have been largely muted, due to 

political alliances and economic interests. 

 Selective Interventions: The OIC's position on human rights violations has often 

been selective, intervening in crises based on political or strategic considerations 

rather than consistent principles. For instance, while the OIC has strongly condemned 

human rights abuses against Muslims in Myanmar (such as the Rohingya crisis), it 

has been notably less vocal about the persecution of Uighur Muslims in China, or 

Shia Muslims in certain Gulf states. This selectivity has undermined the OIC's 

credibility as a global human rights defender, as its actions often appear to be 

politically motivated, rather than based on a consistent commitment to the welfare of 

all Muslims. 

 

Political Divisions and Geopolitical Interests 

The OIC’s reluctance to take a firm stance on human rights violations can largely be 

attributed to the geopolitical divisions and internal rivalries among its member states. Some 

countries within the OIC maintain close diplomatic or economic ties with nations that are 

accused of severe human rights violations, and these relationships often take precedence over 

any concern for human rights. 

 Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States: Countries such as Saudi Arabia, which play a 

dominant role within the OIC, have been at the center of several human rights 

controversies, including the execution of dissidents, the restriction of women's 

rights, and the detention of political opponents. However, the OIC has largely 



avoided strong condemnation of these actions, likely due to Saudi Arabia’s 

leadership role within the organization and its influence over other member states. 

 Political Tensions Between Member States: The OIC's internal divisions also hinder 

its ability to take a unified stand on human rights issues. Rivalries, particularly in the 

Middle East between Saudi Arabia and Iran, have led to contrasting approaches on 

human rights concerns. For example, Saudi Arabia’s military intervention in Yemen 

has resulted in widespread civilian casualties, but the OIC has failed to hold the Saudi 

government accountable, due to political and military alliances. Similarly, the Syrian 

civil war, in which Bashar al-Assad's regime is accused of committing numerous 

human rights violations, has caused divisions within the OIC, with some countries 

backing the Assad regime and others condemning it. 

 

Inability to Enforce Human Rights Standards 

Another significant issue is the OIC’s lack of effective enforcement mechanisms to ensure 

that member states uphold basic human rights standards. The OIC’s charter and 

foundational documents do not provide strong mechanisms to hold governments 

accountable for human rights violations, making it difficult for the organization to take 

meaningful action against abusive regimes. 

 Weak Legal Framework: While the OIC has passed numerous resolutions and 

declarations aimed at promoting human rights, there is no binding legal framework 

within the organization to compel member states to abide by these commitments. 

Without a system of enforcement, the OIC’s resolutions are often seen as symbolic 

rather than actionable. This has led to widespread frustration among human rights 

advocates and civil society organizations, who view the OIC’s responses as 

insufficient and lacking in accountability. 

 Failure to Protect Minorities and Refugees: In addition to political repression, the 

OIC has been ineffective in addressing the plight of Muslim minorities in non-

member countries. The Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, for example, have faced 

systemic ethnic cleansing and forced displacement, but the OIC’s response has been 

limited to condemnatory statements rather than tangible action. Similarly, the OIC 

has been slow to address the massive refugee crisis created by the war in Syria, with 

many refugees still facing discrimination and subpar living conditions in 

neighboring countries. 

 

Failure to Tackle Systemic Discrimination Against Muslim Communities 

The OIC has also struggled to address systemic discrimination against Muslim 

communities, both within member states and globally. In countries with significant Muslim 

minorities, such as India, China, and Myanmar, Muslims continue to face discrimination, 

violence, and persecution. The OIC's responses to these issues have often been slow, 

reactionary, and limited in scope. 

 Global Discrimination: The OIC has been particularly vocal about Islamophobia in 

the West, but its advocacy efforts often fall short when it comes to addressing state-



sponsored discrimination in non-Western countries. For example, while the OIC has 

condemned the treatment of Muslims in China’s Xinjiang region, it has failed to take 

meaningful action due to economic and political ties with China. Similarly, the anti-

Muslim policies in India have not been met with a strong, unified response from the 

OIC, despite widespread reports of hate crimes and discrimination against Muslim 

communities. 

 Lack of Pressure on Non-Member States: The OIC’s focus has largely been on 

member states, and it has been less effective in advocating for the rights of Muslims 

in non-member states. While Palestine has been a consistent priority, other Muslims 

facing oppression in countries like India, China, or Israel have not received the 

same level of attention or support from the OIC. This discrepancy in advocacy raises 

questions about the organization’s commitment to human rights for all Muslims, 

regardless of their geographic location or political affiliation. 

 

Human Rights and the OIC’s Image 

The OIC’s weak stance on human rights violations has significant consequences for its image 

and reputation. As an organization purporting to represent the interests of Muslims 

worldwide, its failure to take strong, decisive action against human rights violations 

undermines its credibility on the global stage. 

 International Criticism: The OIC’s lack of consistent action on human rights issues 

has led to criticism from human rights organizations and the international 

community. The OIC is often viewed as more of a political body rather than a 

genuine advocate for human rights. This perception harms its ability to gain support 

from global civil society and non-governmental organizations working on issues of 

human rights and social justice. 

 Internal Disillusionment: The weak position on human rights also fosters 

disillusionment among people within OIC member states, especially those facing 

persecution or oppression. Citizens who expect the OIC to act as a defender of their 

rights may lose faith in the organization, leading to a decline in support for the 

OIC’s initiatives and overall effectiveness. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s weak stance on human rights violations is a fundamental flaw that hampers its 

ability to fulfill its mission as the global protector of Muslim interests. While it has made 

significant strides in areas like trade and political cooperation, its inconsistent and 

selective approach to human rights undermines its credibility and effectiveness. If the OIC is 

to become a truly unifying force for the global Muslim community, it must take stronger 

action to address human rights abuses, hold member states accountable, and advocate for 

the rights of all Muslims, regardless of political or geographical considerations. 

  



6.3 Failure to Resolve Inter-Member Disputes 

One of the significant weaknesses of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is its 

inability to resolve inter-member disputes, which has consistently undermined its 

effectiveness as a unified political and diplomatic force. Given the diversity within the OIC, 

comprising 57 member states with differing political systems, economic priorities, and 

cultural contexts, internal conflicts and rivalries among its members have often resulted in 

inaction, fragmentation, and ineffective decision-making. 

 

Political Rivalries and Ideological Differences 

The OIC has long struggled with internal political rivalries among its member states, which 

often prevent it from taking decisive action on key issues. These disputes are often rooted in 

ideological, sectarian, and geopolitical tensions, making it difficult for the organization to 

act as a cohesive and unified entity. 

 Sunni vs. Shia Tensions: One of the most prominent and persistent sources of 

internal discord within the OIC is the Sunni-Shia divide, particularly between Saudi 

Arabia (a key Sunni power) and Iran (a key Shia power). The rivalry between these 

two states has been exacerbated by their involvement in proxy wars in countries like 

Yemen, Syria, and Iraq, and their respective influences on other OIC members. This 

sectarian divide has created significant challenges for the OIC, as it struggles to 

maintain a neutral position on conflicts involving Sunni and Shia factions. 

 Geopolitical Competition: In addition to the sectarian divide, there are also 

significant geopolitical rivalries among OIC member states, particularly between 

countries such as Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iran. These countries have conflicting 

interests in regions like Syria, Iraq, and the Horn of Africa, leading to tensions that 

spill over into the OIC’s efforts to find common ground. For example, while Turkey 

has sought to position itself as a leader in the Muslim world, especially in its support 

for the Palestinian cause, Saudi Arabia, with its financial influence and religious 

significance, often takes a more conservative stance, creating divisions within the 

organization. 

 Regional Conflicts: Many OIC members have conflicting interests in regional 

conflicts, and these differences often impede the OIC’s ability to find common 

solutions to shared problems. For instance, the Qatar-Saudi Arabia rift, which 

escalated into a diplomatic and economic blockade by Saudi Arabia, the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, and Egypt in 2017, is an example of how a dispute 

between member states undermines the OIC’s ability to present a unified front. 

Despite efforts to mediate the crisis, the OIC’s lack of effective diplomatic tools and 

neutrality in such matters has resulted in failure to resolve disputes. 

 

OIC’s Inability to Mediate Major Disputes 

The OIC’s failure to resolve inter-member disputes is further evidenced by its limited 

capacity to mediate major conflicts between its member states. The organization lacks an 

effective mechanism for conflict resolution and peace-building within the context of its 



member states. While the OIC has undertaken some diplomatic efforts to address disputes, 

these initiatives have often been undermined by political interference, lack of commitment, 

or inconsistency in approach. 

 The Case of the Qatar-Saudi Arabia Rift: One of the most prominent failures of the 

OIC in resolving inter-member disputes was its inability to effectively mediate the 

Qatar-Saudi Arabia conflict. Despite the fact that Qatar is a member of the OIC, the 

organization failed to intervene in a meaningful way during the 2017 blockade and 

diplomatic crisis between Qatar and its Gulf neighbors. While some OIC members, 

including Kuwait and Oman, took a more neutral stance, the organization as a whole 

lacked the institutional will or means to facilitate a resolution. This crisis exposed the 

OIC’s weakness in addressing disputes between wealthy and powerful member 

states, particularly when they have strong geopolitical interests. 

 The Syrian Civil War: The OIC’s handling of the Syrian civil war also reflects its 

inability to resolve internal conflicts. The war has polarized member states, with 

some, like Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia, supporting opposition groups, while 

others, like Iran and Iraq, backing the Syrian government. The OIC has failed to 

formulate a collective position on the war, and as a result, its influence has been 

negligible in resolving the crisis. The OIC’s inability to address internal 

disagreements over Syria has led to inaction and a lack of coordination among its 

members. 

 

Influence of Wealthy Member States 

The OIC’s dependence on wealthy member states, particularly those from the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) such as Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar, has played a role in 

the organization’s inability to address disputes effectively. These countries wield significant 

economic and political influence within the OIC, which often results in them pursuing their 

own interests at the expense of collective unity. 

 Political Leverage: The political influence of wealthier member states has, at times, 

overshadowed the voices of smaller or less powerful countries within the 

organization. For example, Saudi Arabia’s leadership within the OIC has at times 

resulted in policies that prioritize its interests, such as in Yemen and Bahrain, while 

overlooking the concerns of other members. This imbalance of power can alienate 

smaller states and further fuel internal tensions. 

 Economic Interests vs. Collective Action: The wealthy OIC states often prioritize 

economic relationships with major powers like the United States or China, and as a 

result, they may avoid taking positions that could jeopardize these relationships, even 

if these positions would promote collective solidarity within the organization. This 

dynamic has made it difficult for the OIC to resolve conflicts of interest between 

member states or adopt a strong stance on major geopolitical issues. 

 

Lack of Mediation Tools and Institutional Support 



The OIC’s institutional framework lacks the tools and structures necessary to effectively 

mediate and resolve conflicts between member states. The organization’s secretariat has 

limited capacity and resources to engage in peacebuilding or conflict resolution efforts, and 

there are no specific regional conflict resolution mechanisms that would enable the OIC to 

play a leading role in solving internal disputes. 

 Absence of Binding Legal Instruments: The absence of binding legal frameworks or 

enforcement mechanisms within the OIC severely limits its ability to impose solutions 

or sanctions on member states involved in disputes. While the OIC has occasionally 

issued statements or called for dialogue, it lacks the institutional infrastructure to 

take stronger actions, such as imposing sanctions or creating peacekeeping 

missions. 

 Limited Diplomatic Resources: The OIC does not have a dedicated peacekeeping 

force or an independent conflict mediation body, and this limits its effectiveness as 

a diplomatic actor. Unlike organizations like the European Union or United 

Nations, the OIC has little infrastructure to address crises between member states. 

This lack of resources has hindered the organization’s ability to resolve conflicts 

effectively. 

 

Impact on OIC’s Credibility and Effectiveness 

The OIC’s failure to resolve inter-member disputes has significantly undermined its 

credibility and effectiveness as an organization that claims to represent the interests of all 

Muslim-majority nations. The inability to foster internal cooperation and unity weakens the 

OIC’s ability to project a coherent and unified voice on global issues. 

 Inconsistent Policy Implementation: Disputes between member states often lead to 

inconsistent or contradictory policies within the OIC. The fragmentation of the 

organization means that its actions on critical issues such as Palestine, Syria, or 

Yemen are often undermined by internal disagreements. The lack of unity within the 

OIC sends a message that the organization is incapable of addressing key challenges 

facing the Muslim world. 

 Erosion of Public Trust: When the OIC fails to resolve inter-member disputes or 

take a strong stance on issues affecting its members, it risks losing the trust of both 

member states and Muslim communities worldwide. This erosion of trust 

diminishes the organization’s reputation as a credible, effective body for advancing 

the collective interests of Muslims. 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s failure to resolve inter-member disputes is a significant challenge that hinders its 

potential to act as a cohesive and effective force in global diplomacy. The political rivalries, 

geopolitical interests, and institutional weaknesses within the organization have made it 

difficult for the OIC to mediate conflicts and provide solutions to internal disputes. For the 

OIC to regain its credibility and strengthen its position on the global stage, it must develop 

more robust mechanisms for conflict resolution and diplomatic cooperation, ensuring that 

internal divisions do not impede its collective goals. 



6.4 Rhetoric Without Action in Global Diplomacy 

One of the critical weaknesses of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is its 

tendency to engage in rhetoric without action when it comes to global diplomacy. Despite 

being a powerful coalition of 57 member states representing over 1.8 billion Muslims 

worldwide, the OIC has often been criticized for failing to translate its statements and 

declarations into meaningful actions or policies that make an impact on the global stage. 

This lack of decisive action has severely hindered the OIC’s effectiveness in addressing 

critical issues facing the Muslim world. 

 

Overpromising, Underdelivering 

The OIC is often seen as making grandiose promises and issuing strong statements on a 

wide range of issues, including human rights, Palestinian rights, Islamophobia, regional 

conflicts, and economic cooperation. However, in many instances, these declarations do not 

result in concrete action or tangible outcomes. 

 Palestine Issue: The OIC has repeatedly condemned Israel’s occupation of Palestine 

and the treatment of Palestinians, but its ability to force change or influence policy on 

the ground has been minimal. Despite being a vocal advocate for Palestinian rights, 

the OIC has not been able to take significant steps to resolve the issue, and its 

influence in international forums like the United Nations has been limited. The 

failure to bring about a meaningful end to the occupation or a viable two-state 

solution has led to the perception that the OIC is more focused on symbolic gestures 

than on producing real change. 

 Islamophobia: The OIC has consistently denounced Islamophobia and the rise of 

anti-Muslim rhetoric in Western societies. However, while the OIC has called for 

greater protections for Muslims and has organized global summits and campaigns, it 

has struggled to implement measurable actions to address these issues. There is a 

disconnect between the OIC’s rhetorical commitment to combating Islamophobia 

and the lack of concrete measures to combat it at the global level, particularly in 

non-OIC member countries where Islamophobia is most prevalent. 

 

Inability to Enforce Collective Action 

Another significant limitation of the OIC is its lack of enforcement mechanisms to ensure 

that member states adhere to its decisions and initiatives. Unlike regional organizations such 

as the European Union (EU), which has legal frameworks to enforce decisions, or the 

United Nations (UN), which can deploy peacekeeping forces, the OIC lacks the institutional 

tools to take meaningful action in response to its resolutions. 

 Resolutions with No Impact: Many of the OIC’s resolutions, especially on critical 

issues such as the Syrian conflict, Yemen, and human rights violations in 

Myanmar or China, remain non-binding and are often ignored by member states, as 

well as external actors. This lack of enforcement power undermines the OIC’s 

diplomatic credibility and calls into question the effectiveness of its platform. 



 Ineffectiveness in Conflict Resolution: The OIC has made repeated calls for peace 

and cooperation in regions like Syria and Yemen, but its influence has been 

insufficient to halt violence or broker peace. For instance, the Syrian Civil War has 

deeply divided OIC members, with Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar supporting 

different opposition factions, while Iran supports the Syrian government. The OIC’s 

inability to resolve this proxy conflict and offer effective mediation further 

underscores the organization’s limitations in implementing its diplomatic rhetoric. 

 

Weak Coordination Among Member States 

The OIC’s lack of coordination among its member states often results in the disconnect 

between rhetoric and action. While the organization may issue a joint statement 

condemning a global issue, such as terrorism or human rights abuses, individual member 

states may have divergent national interests that prevent them from aligning their foreign 

policies with OIC positions. This divergence creates significant challenges in achieving 

consensus and prevents the OIC from acting as a cohesive unit. 

 Divergent National Interests: Member states of the OIC often prioritize their own 

national interests over collective action, making it difficult to implement unified 

policies. For example, while some OIC members may prioritize economic ties with 

Western countries or other global powers, others may focus on regional security 

concerns or support for ideological allies in the Middle East. These competing 

priorities complicate the organization’s ability to take decisive action on critical 

issues. 

 Failure in Joint Actions: In instances where the OIC has agreed on joint action, the 

organization has often failed to follow through. The OIC’s role in addressing the 

Yemen conflict, for instance, has been largely ineffective, despite public statements 

and press releases calling for peace. Member states have been unable to coordinate 

military or humanitarian support effectively, and the conflict has persisted without 

a resolution. 

 

Lack of Diplomatic Influence on Major Global Powers 

Despite its large membership and representation of the global Muslim population, the OIC 

has often struggled to influence the policies of major global powers, particularly the United 

States, China, and Russia. This lack of influence severely limits the organization’s ability to 

act as a powerful voice in global diplomacy. 

 Limited Leverage on the West: The OIC’s attempts to influence Western countries 

on issues like Palestinian rights, Islamophobia, and military interventions in the 

Muslim world have largely been unsuccessful. The United States, a major power, 

continues to support Israel’s policies in Palestine, despite the OIC’s strong 

condemnation. Similarly, the OIC’s efforts to influence European foreign policies on 

issues like refugees or Islamophobia have had limited success, as these nations are 

not bound by OIC resolutions or pressure. 



 China’s Growing Influence: The OIC has also struggled to address issues affecting 

Muslims in China, such as the treatment of Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang. While the 

OIC has issued statements condemning China’s actions, it has been reluctant to take 

any significant actions that might jeopardize its members' economic ties with China. 

This weakness in confronting powerful states further erodes the OIC’s credibility. 

 

Impact on OIC’s Reputation and Global Standing 

The OIC’s tendency to engage in rhetoric without action not only diminishes its 

effectiveness but also negatively impacts its global reputation. The organization is often 

perceived as being more concerned with symbolic gestures than with real-world impact, 

which weakens its standing as a key player in international diplomacy. 

 Loss of Credibility: Repeated instances of inability to act on pressing issues have 

led to diminished trust in the OIC’s capacity to deliver on its promises. Global 

observers, including both member states and external actors, have become 

increasingly skeptical of the OIC’s ability to produce meaningful results. 

 Doubt in Leadership: The OIC’s inability to follow through on key diplomatic issues 

has also undermined confidence in its leadership. The lack of decisive action on 

conflicts such as Palestine and Syria has raised doubts about the OIC’s ability to act 

as a credible voice for Muslim-majority countries in the international arena. 

 

Conclusion 

The rhetoric without action phenomenon in global diplomacy remains one of the OIC’s 

most prominent weaknesses. Despite its ability to issue strong statements on critical issues, 

the lack of effective follow-up actions, enforcement mechanisms, and coordinated policies 

has significantly limited the organization’s impact on global affairs. To improve its standing 

and influence, the OIC must focus on translating its rhetoric into meaningful action, 

building stronger diplomatic ties, and fostering internal cohesion among its members to 

ensure that it can effectively address the challenges facing the Muslim world. 

  



6.5 Sectarianism and Division Among Members 

A major weakness that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) faces is the 

persistent sectarianism and division among its member states, particularly along Sunni-

Shia lines. This sectarian divide has been a significant obstacle in achieving unity and 

coherence in the organization’s policies, weakening its ability to act effectively as a unified 

voice on global issues affecting the Muslim world. 

 

Sectarian Tensions Within the OIC 

The OIC, despite being a collective organization representing 57 member states, is deeply 

affected by sectarian tensions between Sunni-majority and Shia-majority countries. These 

divisions often manifest in political alliances, regional conflicts, and diplomatic stances 

that undermine the organization’s efforts to address common challenges and achieve mutual 

cooperation. 

 Sunni-Shia Divide: The divide between Sunni and Shia Muslims is one of the oldest 

and most enduring divisions in Islam, and it remains a major source of tension within 

the OIC. For example, countries such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Turkey—all 

Sunni-majority nations—often find themselves at odds with Shia-majority Iran, 

particularly on issues related to regional influence, security concerns, and political 

alliances. These differences have been especially prominent in conflicts such as the 

Syrian Civil War, where Saudi Arabia and Turkey support different opposition 

groups, while Iran supports the regime of Bashar al-Assad. The sectarian 

polarization within the OIC prevents effective collective action and often undermines 

efforts to resolve conflicts. 

 Proxy Conflicts: The sectarian divide has also contributed to proxy conflicts in the 

region. For instance, in countries like Yemen, Iraq, and Syria, Sunni and Shia 

factions have backed opposing sides, often with support from regional powers like 

Saudi Arabia and Iran. This sectarian warfare has escalated regional instability, 

making it difficult for the OIC to mediate peace and promote reconciliation. The 

inability to overcome these internal divisions limits the OIC’s capacity to act as a 

cohesive and influential organization on the global stage. 

 

Impact on OIC’s Diplomatic Cohesion 

The presence of sectarian divisions within the OIC undermines its diplomatic unity and 

collective action. Member states often prioritize their sectarian interests over the 

organization’s broader goals, which weakens the OIC’s ability to take a unified stand on 

critical international issues. 

 Diplomatic Paralysis: The sectarian divide has led to diplomatic paralysis within the 

OIC on several occasions, particularly when it comes to resolving regional conflicts 

or crafting common policies. For example, the conflict in Syria remains unresolved 

due to the deep divisions between Sunni-majority countries and Shia-majority Iran. 

The OIC’s failure to take decisive action or broker peace has resulted in the 



organization’s inability to effectively address one of the most devastating conflicts in 

the Arab world. 

 Lack of Consensus on Key Issues: The sectarian divide also hampers the OIC’s 

ability to reach consensus on critical issues like Palestinian rights, 

counterterrorism, and Islamophobia. Some OIC members are more focused on their 

regional rivalries than on pursuing common objectives. This lack of agreement on 

key issues makes it difficult for the OIC to project a strong, unified stance in 

international diplomacy, limiting its global influence. 

 

Undermining OIC’s Credibility and Reputation 

The sectarian divisions within the OIC also impact its credibility and reputation on the 

world stage. The organization is often criticized for being unable to bridge the divide 

between its member states and for not taking sufficient action to prevent the escalation of 

sectarian violence in the Muslim world. This undermines the OIC’s claim to represent the 

collective interests of the Muslim ummah (community). 

 Perception of Incoherence: From the outside, the OIC often appears incoherent and 

divided, unable to represent a unified voice on critical global issues. For instance, the 

OIC’s stance on the Syrian crisis has been perceived as fragmented, with different 

member states supporting different factions and finding it difficult to agree on a 

diplomatic solution. This lack of coherence has led to the perception that the OIC is 

more focused on managing its internal divisions than on advancing the interests of 

the global Muslim community. 

 Diminished Diplomatic Influence: Sectarianism within the OIC diminishes the 

organization’s diplomatic leverage in international affairs. The OIC’s ability to 

effectively engage with global powers—such as the United States, Russia, or 

China—is compromised by the sectarian rifts that persist within the organization. 

Global leaders may be hesitant to take the OIC seriously or to engage with the 

organization as a whole, viewing it as fragmented and unable to present a unified 

position on key global challenges. 

 

Challenges in Promoting Regional Peace and Stability 

The OIC’s goal of promoting regional peace and stability is also hindered by sectarianism. 

As the organization struggles to overcome internal rivalries, it becomes more difficult to 

play an effective role in stabilizing conflict zones, particularly in the Middle East. 

 Iraq and Yemen Conflicts: The OIC has struggled to mediate peace in Iraq and 

Yemen, where sectarian tensions have led to prolonged conflicts. In both countries, 

Sunni and Shia factions, backed by external powers, have engaged in fierce fighting, 

exacerbating regional instability. The OIC’s internal divisions have prevented it from 

serving as an effective mediator in these conflicts. Efforts to bring about a ceasefire or 

a political solution have been thwarted by competing interests and priorities among 

member states. 



 Syria Crisis: The OIC’s inability to broker peace in Syria is a direct result of the 

Sunni-Shia divide. While Saudi Arabia and Turkey have backed Sunni opposition 

groups, Iran has supported the Assad regime, a Shia-dominated government. The 

OIC’s failure to present a unified front or a cohesive approach to the Syrian crisis has 

severely diminished its ability to influence the outcome of the war. The ongoing 

humanitarian disaster in Syria continues to highlight the OIC’s limitations in 

addressing sectarian conflicts within the Muslim world. 

 

Potential Solutions and Recommendations 

Addressing the issue of sectarianism and division within the OIC requires a concerted effort 

to promote unity and reconciliation among its members. The following strategies could help 

mitigate the impact of sectarian divisions and strengthen the OIC’s role in global diplomacy: 

 Promote Dialogue and Interfaith Cooperation: The OIC should prioritize dialogue 

and cooperation among its member states to foster mutual understanding and respect 

between Sunni and Shia communities. Initiatives to promote interfaith dialogue, 

conflict resolution, and peacebuilding could help bridge the divide and reduce 

sectarian tensions. 

 Focus on Common Interests: The OIC must focus on the shared interests and 

values that unite its members, such as the promotion of Islamic solidarity, economic 

cooperation, and human rights. By emphasizing common goals, the OIC can 

minimize the impact of sectarian differences and work towards greater unity. 

 Strengthen Conflict Mediation Mechanisms: The OIC should enhance its ability to 

mediate conflicts by creating a more effective conflict resolution framework that is 

neutral and capable of overcoming sectarian divides. This may involve external 

mediation or collaboration with international organizations, such as the United 

Nations, to help broker peace in sectarian conflicts. 

 Build Regional Alliances: The OIC can seek to form regional alliances that 

transcend sectarian lines and foster cooperation on issues like security, economic 

development, and humanitarian assistance. By focusing on regional stability, the 

OIC can reduce the negative impact of sectarian tensions and build stronger 

partnerships among its member states. 

 

Conclusion 

Sectarianism and division among OIC members remains one of the most significant 

challenges facing the organization. These internal conflicts undermine the OIC’s ability to 

act as a cohesive force in global diplomacy, limit its effectiveness in addressing conflicts, and 

weaken its reputation as the voice of the Muslim world. Overcoming sectarian divisions 

requires a commitment to dialogue, peacebuilding, and regional cooperation, and will be 

essential if the OIC is to fulfill its potential as a powerful, united organization representing 

the diverse interests of its member states. 

  



6.6 Low Impact on Global Policymaking 

Despite being a significant organization representing 57 member states, the Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has faced challenges in translating its collective influence into 

substantial impact on global policymaking. The OIC, as a representative body of the 

Muslim-majority countries, has often struggled to assert itself in international forums and 

influence key global issues. This limitation in its ability to shape global policies stems from 

various factors, including structural weaknesses, political fragmentation, and a lack of 

unified objectives among its members. 

 

Limited Global Political Influence 

While the OIC has the potential to be a powerful bloc in international diplomacy, it has often 

failed to capitalize on its diplomatic leverage to influence global political decisions. Several 

factors contribute to the OIC’s low impact on global policymaking: 

 Fragmented Foreign Policy: The OIC’s member states have diverse foreign policy 

interests, driven by regional, economic, and political considerations. As a result, the 

organization struggles to present a unified stance on key global issues, such as 

climate change, international trade, human rights, and peacekeeping operations. 

Member states prioritize their national interests over collective OIC goals, which 

hampers the organization’s ability to influence international negotiations and 

policymaking. 

 Regional Rivalries: Internal rivalries between member states, such as the 

competition between Saudi Arabia and Iran, have weakened the OIC’s capacity to 

project a unified voice in global diplomacy. These rivalries often result in 

contradictory policies and inconsistent actions, making it difficult for the OIC to 

form strong alliances with other global powers or to influence multilateral discussions 

in forums like the United Nations or the World Trade Organization. 

 Lack of Political Cohesion: The OIC’s inability to overcome political divisions 

between member states limits its impact on global policymaking. For example, 

differing political systems and ideologies, from democratic to authoritarian 

regimes, create significant challenges in reaching consensus on pressing global issues. 

Without a cohesive political strategy, the OIC struggles to engage effectively with 

global powers or regional organizations, thus weakening its political influence on the 

world stage. 

 

Challenges in Promoting Economic Policies 

While the OIC has been successful in fostering economic cooperation within its member 

states, its influence on global economic policymaking has been limited. There are several 

reasons for this: 

 Economic Disparities Among Members: The OIC includes a wide range of 

countries with varying levels of economic development. While some member states, 

such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, are wealthy and resource-rich, 



many others are economically disadvantaged. These disparities often make it difficult 

to align the OIC’s policies on global economic issues. This lack of economic 

cohesion within the organization prevents it from playing a decisive role in global 

economic governance or in shaping international trade policies. 

 Weak Integration with Global Economic Systems: The OIC, as a regional 

organization, has limited engagement with global economic institutions like the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. Although the OIC has 

established its own financial institutions, such as the Islamic Development Bank, it 

has not yet managed to integrate itself fully into the global financial system. This 

limits the organization’s ability to push for reforms in international financial policies 

or to influence economic crises on a global scale. 

 Dependence on Oil and Natural Resources: Many OIC members are heavily 

dependent on the export of oil and natural gas. While these resources provide 

significant revenues, they also create vulnerabilities to global commodity price 

fluctuations and geopolitical instability. The OIC has struggled to transition from 

being resource-dependent to fostering diverse economies among its members, 

which limits its ability to influence global economic policies that affect sustainable 

development and economic diversification. 

 

Inability to Address Global Security and Humanitarian Crises 

The OIC’s lack of global influence extends to its inability to shape international security 

and humanitarian policies. While the organization has made efforts to address conflicts and 

crises affecting Muslim-majority countries, it has faced several challenges in effectively 

engaging with the broader international community on security and humanitarian issues: 

 Weak Conflict Mediation: The OIC has attempted to mediate conflicts in countries 

like Syria, Yemen, and Palestine, but its efforts have often been ineffective due to 

internal political divisions, sectarian rivalries, and external interference by global 

powers. The organization’s inability to play a leading role in resolving conflicts or 

preventing humanitarian crises has diminished its influence on global peace and 

security discussions. 

 Limited Humanitarian Aid: Although the OIC has created initiatives like the 

Islamic Solidarity Fund to provide humanitarian assistance to countries in need, it 

has struggled to mobilize sufficient resources to make a meaningful impact on global 

humanitarian efforts. The OIC’s inability to coordinate and scale up humanitarian 

aid has led to inefficiencies and has restricted its capacity to influence global 

discussions on human rights and humanitarian law. 

 Lack of Military Capacity: The OIC’s lack of a cohesive military alliance or 

defense framework severely limits its ability to intervene in global security issues or 

to exert influence in regions affected by conflict. Without a unified defense strategy, 

the OIC remains largely powerless to address security concerns that go beyond the 

immediate interests of its member states. 

 

Limited Role in Global Environmental and Climate Policy 



The OIC’s influence on global environmental policies and climate change initiatives has 

also been minimal. While many of its member states are vulnerable to the effects of climate 

change—such as rising sea levels, desertification, and water scarcity—the OIC has not 

been able to contribute significantly to global environmental policymaking or promote 

sustainable development across its membership. Some contributing factors include: 

 Lack of Consensus on Environmental Policies: The OIC has not developed a 

comprehensive, coherent policy on global environmental issues, as member states 

have conflicting interests. Some are oil-dependent and focused on the economic 

benefits of fossil fuel extraction, while others face the direct impacts of 

environmental degradation. As a result, the OIC has struggled to present a united 

front in international climate negotiations, limiting its ability to contribute to global 

discussions on environmental sustainability. 

 Underdeveloped Green Technology Initiatives: The OIC has made limited progress 

in promoting green technologies or renewable energy solutions among its member 

states. While there have been some efforts to diversify energy sources, the lack of 

coordinated action and resources has hindered the OIC’s ability to push for global 

climate action or influence the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC). 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s low impact on global policymaking is a significant challenge that stems from its 

political fragmentation, economic disparities, and internal divisions among member 

states. These weaknesses hinder the organization’s ability to engage effectively in global 

diplomacy, economic governance, security issues, and environmental policymaking. To 

increase its influence, the OIC must strengthen internal cohesion, develop unified 

positions on key global issues, and foster greater collaboration with other international 

organizations. Without these reforms, the OIC will continue to struggle in translating its 

collective power into meaningful influence on the world stage. 

  



Chapter 7: Opportunities – Rising Global Muslim 

Influence 

The global influence of Muslims and the Muslim-majority countries is on the rise due to 

various socio-political, economic, and technological shifts. The Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC), as the collective voice of 57 member states, stands at a unique juncture 

to leverage this growing influence. The changing dynamics in global power structures, 

demographic trends, and increasing importance of Islamic markets create numerous 

opportunities for the OIC to expand its role on the world stage. 

 

7.1 Growing Economic and Political Clout of Muslim-majority Countries 

In recent years, several Muslim-majority countries have experienced rapid economic 

growth, with nations like Turkey, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) emerging as influential global players. As these countries continue to grow 

economically and politically, the OIC’s collective power increases, positioning the 

organization to take advantage of its members' rising influence. 

 Economic Growth in Key Markets: Countries such as Indonesia and Turkey are 

driving regional economic growth, which gives the OIC a larger voice in shaping 

international trade and investment flows. With over 1.8 billion Muslims globally, 

there is an increasing demand for Islamic finance and halal goods. The OIC can 

capitalize on these markets to strengthen its economic influence and promote its 

member states as key partners in global trade. 

 Political Leadership: The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, such as 

Saudi Arabia, continue to exert considerable influence in global diplomacy, 

particularly in the Middle East and Africa. The OIC can build upon this influence to 

advocate for its members’ interests in international political forums such as the 

United Nations and World Trade Organization. 

 New Alliances with Emerging Powers: As the global political landscape shifts, the 

OIC can explore strategic partnerships with emerging powers such as China and 

India, while also strengthening ties with Africa, Latin America, and other regions. 

These alliances open up avenues for cooperation on global challenges, such as 

trade, security, and climate change. 

 

7.2 The Rise of Islamic Finance and Investment Opportunities 

The global Islamic finance industry is growing rapidly and offers significant opportunities 

for the OIC to enhance its influence and economic integration. With an increasing demand 

for Sharia-compliant banking products, investment vehicles, and financial services, the 

OIC has the potential to solidify its role in global financial markets. 

 Expanding Islamic Finance: Countries in the OIC, particularly those in the Gulf 

region, have developed robust Islamic banking systems, and global players are 

beginning to take note. As the world increasingly turns to ethical investments, the 



OIC can promote Islamic finance as a mainstream alternative to conventional 

financial systems, offering Sharia-compliant products in the growing global 

markets. 

 Cross-border Investments: With the rise of global Islamic financial institutions, 

the OIC can facilitate cross-border investments within its member states, creating a 

unified financial system to boost trade, infrastructure development, and job 

creation. This can lead to sustainable growth and economic prosperity across the 

OIC member states. 

 Islamic Social Finance: The rise of Islamic social finance tools, including zakat 

(charity), waqf (endowment), and sadaqah (voluntary charity), presents an 

opportunity for the OIC to support poverty alleviation and sustainable development 

goals. By creating platforms for the effective distribution of these funds, the OIC can 

address social welfare issues and contribute to poverty reduction within its member 

states. 

 

7.3 The Power of the Youth and Digital Transformation 

With a young and tech-savvy population, Muslim-majority countries represent a vast 

demographic with untapped potential. This presents a tremendous opportunity for the OIC 

to harness the youth demographic and technological innovation as driving forces for 

economic and social change. 

 Youth as Catalysts for Change: The median age in many OIC countries is below 30, 

making the youth the largest demographic within these societies. By empowering 

young people with education, skills, and entrepreneurship opportunities, the OIC can 

position itself as a leader in youth development. This demographic has the potential 

to drive economic growth, technological innovation, and cultural exchange among 

member states. 

 Digital Innovation and Transformation: Many OIC countries are embracing digital 

transformation, investing heavily in information technology, and establishing 

startups in areas such as e-commerce, fintech, and artificial intelligence (AI). The 

OIC can foster collaboration in these sectors, creating a digital economy that 

connects member states and promotes economic integration across the Muslim 

world. 

 Tech Hubs and Innovation Centers: With the youth-driven tech movement taking 

root, OIC countries have the chance to become global tech hubs, similar to Silicon 

Valley in the United States. By creating innovation centers and tech incubators, the 

OIC can facilitate entrepreneurship and job creation, while positioning member 

states as leaders in the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

 

7.4 Potential for Humanitarian and Global Peacebuilding Leadership 

The OIC is in a unique position to contribute significantly to global peacebuilding efforts, 

especially in regions affected by conflict, displacement, and human rights violations. The 

organization’s shared values and Islamic principles can be leveraged to promote peace, 

stability, and human rights worldwide. 



 Advocacy for Peace: With ongoing conflicts in countries like Syria, Yemen, and 

Palestine, the OIC can utilize its platform to advocate for peaceful resolutions, 

conflict mediation, and humanitarian assistance. The organization’s support for 

dialogue and diplomatic negotiations can help resolve long-standing conflicts and 

mitigate violence in the Muslim world and beyond. 

 Leadership in Refugee and Migrant Crisis: As the refugee crisis continues to 

affect many OIC member states, the organization has the potential to become a 

leading force in displacement issues. The OIC can coordinate efforts to support 

refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), facilitating resettlement 

programs, and advocating for global action to address the root causes of migration 

and displacement. 

 Promoting Human Rights and Social Justice: The OIC can use its platform to 

advocate for human rights, particularly in Muslim-majority countries and other 

regions where Muslims face discrimination or marginalization. By strengthening its 

human rights framework, the OIC can promote global social justice and equality. 

 

7.5 Strengthening Global Environmental Action 

With climate change emerging as a pressing global issue, the OIC has a vital opportunity to 

position itself as a leading advocate for environmental sustainability and green 

technologies in Muslim-majority countries. 

 Leveraging Renewable Energy: Many OIC countries are rich in solar energy 

potential, particularly in Middle Eastern and North African regions. The OIC can 

spearhead initiatives to promote the use of renewable energy and energy-efficient 

technologies, reducing reliance on fossil fuels and contributing to the global fight 

against climate change. 

 Joint Efforts on Water Scarcity: Several OIC member states face water scarcity, 

which poses significant challenges to agriculture, livelihoods, and public health. By 

fostering regional cooperation on water conservation and sustainable water 

management, the OIC can help member states combat droughts, desertification, 

and water crises while improving resilience to climate change. 

 Support for Green Infrastructure Projects: The OIC can promote green 

infrastructure projects across its member states, focusing on sustainable urban 

development, eco-friendly transportation, and climate-resilient agricultural 

practices. These initiatives will contribute to the global sustainability agenda and 

help position the OIC as a leading proponent of environmental responsibility. 

 

7.6 Building Stronger Inter-Regional Relationships 

By establishing stronger relationships with countries and organizations outside of its 

immediate region, the OIC can expand its influence on global issues and increase its ability 

to influence international affairs. 

 Strategic Partnerships: The OIC can pursue strategic partnerships with global 

organizations such as the European Union (EU), African Union (AU), and ASEAN, 



to increase its influence and address challenges that affect both Muslim-majority and 

non-Muslim-majority countries. 

 Enhancing Trade and Cultural Exchange: The OIC can leverage its shared Islamic 

heritage and common values to build stronger cultural ties and foster trade 

agreements with countries around the world. Through mutual understanding and 

cooperation, the OIC can build bridges between the Muslim world and other global 

regions. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC stands at a pivotal moment in history where it can capitalize on the rising global 

Muslim influence to enhance its role in economic development, global diplomacy, and 

peacebuilding. By seizing opportunities related to Islamic finance, youth empowerment, 

global security, and environmental sustainability, the OIC can assert itself as a key player 

in shaping global affairs. However, realizing these opportunities will require unity, strong 

leadership, and a coordinated effort across its member states. 

  



7.1 Expanding Muslim Demographics Worldwide 

The global Muslim population is one of the fastest-growing demographics, with significant 

implications for the OIC and its future influence. According to estimates, there are 

approximately 1.8 billion Muslims worldwide, accounting for nearly 24% of the global 

population. The growth of this demographic is driven by both higher birth rates in Muslim-

majority countries and the increasing number of Muslims in traditionally non-Muslim regions 

due to migration and conversion. 

This demographic shift presents a wealth of opportunities for the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) to expand its influence, both economically and politically, across the 

globe. The OIC’s collective efforts can harness the growing Muslim population to create a 

unified voice on global issues, while also addressing the challenges and opportunities posed 

by this demographic expansion. 

 

Demographic Trends and Growth 

 Youthful Population: A significant proportion of the Muslim population is young, 

with the median age in many Muslim-majority countries being much lower than the 

global average. For example, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Egypt have large youth 

populations that are expected to drive economic growth, innovation, and cultural 

shifts in the coming decades. This youthful energy presents an opportunity for the 

OIC to tap into the potential of young people as leaders, entrepreneurs, and 

advocates for change. 

 Population Growth in Non-Muslim Countries: Islam is growing not only in 

Muslim-majority countries but also in non-Muslim regions, particularly sub-

Saharan Africa, Europe, and North America. The global Muslim population is 

projected to grow at a rate that will outpace the global population overall. This rise 

offers the OIC a chance to strengthen its outreach and relationships in these emerging 

areas where Muslims are becoming an increasingly influential minority. 

 Islamic Migration Patterns: Global migration, whether due to conflict, economic 

opportunities, or educational pursuits, is reshaping the Muslim demographic 

landscape. This migration creates networks of Muslim communities in regions where 

Muslims were previously a minority, such as in parts of Europe, North America, and 

East Asia. The OIC can support these communities through advocacy, cultural 

exchange, and cohesive strategies to maintain a strong collective Muslim identity. 

 

Economic and Political Implications 

The expansion of the Muslim demographic brings both opportunities and challenges. With 

this growth, the OIC can play a vital role in shaping global markets, diplomatic relations, and 

geopolitical dynamics. 

 Market Expansion: As the Muslim population grows, so does the demand for 

Islamic products and services, such as Islamic finance, halal goods, and travel 



services for Hajj and Umrah. The OIC can help develop a more integrated global 

halal economy, where Muslim-majority countries can collaborate on trade, 

investment, and research and development to meet these growing demands. 

 Economic Growth Potential: The youthful Muslim population is expected to be a 

driving force in the global economy, especially if adequately educated and 

empowered. By investing in education and entrepreneurship programs for young 

Muslims, the OIC can contribute to human capital development, which will 

translate into more competitive, productive economies. Countries with large youth 

populations, like Indonesia, Pakistan, and Egypt, will be at the forefront of this 

transformation. 

 Political Influence: As the global Muslim population expands, the political voice of 

Muslims becomes more significant. The OIC can strategically engage with 

multilateral organizations, such as the United Nations or the World Trade 

Organization, to advocate for the rights and interests of the global Muslim 

community. With increased political representation across a growing number of 

countries, the OIC can assert its influence in shaping global policies, particularly in 

areas such as human rights, climate change, and peacebuilding. 

 

Social and Cultural Opportunities 

 Cultural Diplomacy: The growing Muslim demographic offers unique opportunities 

for cultural diplomacy. As Muslims become a larger part of the global cultural 

fabric, the OIC can help foster mutual understanding and promote Islamic culture, 

including art, literature, music, and film. This can serve to break down stereotypes 

and foster stronger relationships between Muslim-majority and non-Muslim countries. 

 Support for Islamic Education: The OIC can focus on expanding access to Islamic 

education globally, providing support to Muslim minorities and refugees in non-

Muslim countries. As education is a critical tool for upward social mobility, the OIC’s 

efforts to improve educational systems within its member states, especially for the 

youth, can have long-term benefits for economic development and social 

integration. 

 Promotion of Interfaith Dialogue: With the expansion of the Muslim population 

worldwide, especially in regions where Muslims are a minority, the OIC has an 

opportunity to promote interfaith dialogue. By fostering cooperation with non-

Muslim communities, the OIC can help reduce religious intolerance and promote 

social harmony across various countries and regions. 

 

Strategic Implications for the OIC 

 Global Leadership in Key Issues: With the rise of the Muslim population globally, 

the OIC has the potential to assume a leadership role on key global issues, such as 

climate change, global peace, and economic inequality. The OIC can use its 

collective voice to advocate for human rights, environmental protection, and social 

justice in a way that resonates with the global Muslim community and the wider 

international audience. 



 Enhanced Collaboration Among Member States: As the Muslim population grows, 

there is an increasing need for collaboration among OIC member states to address 

common challenges such as poverty, education, and healthcare. The OIC can 

facilitate this collaboration through initiatives that promote inter-member 

cooperation on a range of socio-economic and geopolitical issues. 

 Developing New Policies for Diaspora Communities: As Muslims continue to 

migrate to new regions, the OIC must develop policies that address the specific needs 

of Muslim diaspora communities. This could include advocating for equal rights, 

anti-discrimination laws, and promoting integration into their host societies while 

maintaining their cultural identity. 

 

Conclusion 

The expanding global Muslim demographic presents significant opportunities for the OIC to 

strengthen its global role. By focusing on economic growth, cultural exchange, political 

influence, and youth empowerment, the OIC can tap into this rapidly growing demographic 

to enhance its international standing. Through strategic initiatives that promote unity and 

cooperation, the OIC can position itself as a leading force in addressing global challenges 

and contributing to the advancement of the Muslim world on the global stage. 

  



7.2 Potential for Intra-OIC Trade and Innovation 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) represents a collective of 57 member 

states, many of which are rich in natural resources, strategic locations, and cultural diversity. 

This offers immense potential for fostering intra-OIC trade and innovation, two critical 

drivers for economic growth and regional development. By enhancing cooperation among its 

members, the OIC can significantly strengthen its economic position on the global stage. 

 

Promoting Intra-OIC Trade 

One of the most significant opportunities for the OIC lies in the expansion of trade among 

its members. Although the OIC represents a large and growing market, intra-OIC trade 

remains relatively low, making up only about 20% of the total trade of OIC member states, 

according to the latest statistics. This underutilization of the internal market presents a 

significant area for improvement and growth. 

 Reducing Trade Barriers: Many OIC members have yet to implement trade policies 

that facilitate easier cross-border commerce. The OIC can work towards reducing 

tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and other restrictions that impede trade between member 

states. By creating more streamlined and harmonized regulations across the OIC, 

trade can become faster, cheaper, and more efficient. 

 Customs Cooperation and Infrastructure Development: The OIC can support 

member states in modernizing customs procedures and improving transportation 

infrastructure (e.g., roads, ports, and airports). This would reduce logistical costs 

and delays, thereby making intra-OIC trade more attractive and competitive. 

Investment in regional infrastructure projects like highways and rail networks can 

open new trade routes within the member states. 

 Free Trade Agreements (FTAs): Establishing regional trade agreements or a 

comprehensive free trade area would be an important step in stimulating intra-OIC 

trade. By eliminating or reducing trade barriers, these agreements would encourage 

businesses across OIC countries to engage more deeply in trade, creating a more 

integrated and efficient market. The OIC Trade Agreement (OIC-TAD), which is a 

step in this direction, should be expanded and enforced more rigorously. 

 Diversification of Exports: OIC member countries, many of which rely on a limited 

number of commodities (like oil and gas), can take advantage of the regional market 

to diversify exports. Encouraging countries to trade products beyond their core 

exports will enhance the overall economic resilience of OIC countries. For example, 

food products, textiles, technology, and manufactured goods are potential areas for 

intra-OIC trade expansion. 

 

Innovation as a Driver for Economic Growth 

The OIC has a unique opportunity to harness the innovative potential within its member 

states. Many OIC countries, especially those rich in natural resources and capital, are 



increasingly focusing on innovation to diversify their economies and improve their global 

competitiveness. 

 Technology and Knowledge Sharing: Collaboration in science and technology can 

be a powerful driver of growth. The OIC can create platforms for knowledge-sharing 

in fields such as information technology, renewable energy, and biotechnology. 

Countries with developed technology sectors, such as Turkey, Malaysia, and Saudi 

Arabia, can mentor or collaborate with countries that are still in the early stages of 

technological development. Joint ventures in tech-focused industries can drive 

innovation ecosystems across the member states. 

 R&D and Innovation Hubs: Establishing research and development (R&D) 

centers and innovation hubs within the OIC region can encourage collaboration 

between universities, research institutions, and the private sector. Countries such as 

United Arab Emirates and Qatar have already made significant strides in becoming 

innovation-driven economies, and their success can serve as a model for other OIC 

countries to follow. Collaborative efforts to share expertise, knowledge, and resources 

could lead to significant advancements in key industries like renewable energy, 

artificial intelligence, and digital finance. 

 Innovation Financing and Startups: Encouraging investment in startups and 

entrepreneurial ventures can foster a culture of innovation within the OIC. The 

OIC could work with financial institutions to establish venture capital funds, angel 

investors, and innovation grants aimed at nurturing tech startups and social 

enterprises. This would help boost economic diversification and provide OIC 

countries with innovative solutions to their development challenges. 

 Educational Collaborations: OIC member states can encourage educational 

institutions to collaborate on programs that foster innovation. STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) education could be promoted across 

the region, creating a pipeline of skilled workers and entrepreneurs. Educational 

exchanges and joint degrees in areas like cybersecurity, data analytics, and 

engineering can also help build the region's human capital base and position OIC 

countries as leaders in global innovation. 

 

Boosting Investment and Technological Integration 

Another key element for promoting trade and innovation is increasing foreign and domestic 

investment in the region, particularly in sectors related to technology, manufacturing, and 

infrastructure. The OIC can support member states in creating favorable investment climates 

by reducing bureaucratic obstacles, offering incentives, and promoting a business-friendly 

environment. 

 Investment Promotion Initiatives: The OIC could facilitate investment roadshows, 

conferences, and partnerships to attract investors from both within and outside the 

region. By pooling resources, member states could also create a collective fund to 

support key infrastructural projects or innovation-driven ventures. 

 Digital Transformation: Technology and digital integration are rapidly changing the 

way businesses and governments operate worldwide. The OIC has the opportunity to 

develop regional digital trade platforms and encourage member states to create 

seamless e-commerce environments. Promoting the digital economy and creating a 



regional digital market can enable OIC countries to integrate with the global 

economy more effectively and create new avenues for intra-OIC trade. 

 Promoting Sustainability: The green economy and renewable energy sectors also 

offer potential for intra-OIC trade and innovation. Many OIC member states possess 

abundant natural resources like solar energy and wind power. Developing regional 

partnerships for sustainable energy, along with climate change innovation, can 

benefit both the environment and the economies of OIC member states. 

 

Challenges and Obstacles 

While the potential for intra-OIC trade and innovation is vast, several challenges exist that 

must be overcome to fully capitalize on this opportunity: 

 Political Instability: Some OIC member states face political instability or security 

concerns that hinder economic cooperation. Building political stability and conflict 

resolution mechanisms within the OIC is essential for fostering an environment 

conducive to trade and innovation. 

 Economic Disparities: OIC member states have varying levels of economic 

development, which may create disparities in their ability to contribute to or benefit 

from intra-OIC initiatives. Addressing these inequalities through targeted support and 

investment will be necessary for equitable growth across the region. 

 Cultural and Social Differences: While shared religious and cultural ties bind OIC 

members, differences in local customs, languages, and policies may create barriers to 

seamless collaboration. Promoting mutual understanding and flexibility will be key to 

overcoming these obstacles. 

 

Conclusion 

The potential for intra-OIC trade and innovation is significant, and unlocking this potential 

will require concerted efforts in terms of policy reforms, infrastructural investments, and 

institutional cooperation. By focusing on reducing trade barriers, fostering technological 

collaboration, and promoting innovation, the OIC can create a more integrated and dynamic 

economic bloc. In doing so, it can increase its global economic influence, foster sustainable 

growth, and create a prosperous future for its member states. 

  



7.3 Youth, Education, and Technological Advancement 

The OIC has a unique opportunity to leverage its youth population and the growing demand 

for education and technological advancement to drive sustainable development across its 

member states. With a significant portion of its population under the age of 30, the OIC is 

positioned to tap into a dynamic workforce that, if equipped with the right skills and 

resources, can help shape the region’s future and its role in the global economy. 

 

Harnessing the Youth Demographic 

 Demographic Advantage: Many OIC member states have a young and growing 

population. According to the United Nations, the median age in many OIC countries 

is significantly lower than the global average, providing the region with an abundant 

labor force. In fact, OIC member states are home to more than one billion young 

people, which accounts for a substantial portion of the world’s youth demographic. 

This youth bulge offers enormous potential for social and economic transformation. 

 Empowerment through Employment: With such a large and young demographic, 

job creation and entrepreneurship are crucial to tapping into the potential of OIC's 

youth. The OIC can play a central role in creating platforms for skills development, 

training, and job matching programs to ensure that the young population is equipped 

with the right skills for the job market. This also involves promoting entrepreneurial 

mindsets and providing financial and technical support for young entrepreneurs to 

launch businesses within the OIC region. 

 Youth Engagement in Politics and Decision-Making: OIC governments could 

create mechanisms for youth participation in political decision-making and 

leadership positions. Encouraging youth representation within the organization and 

member states would enable them to have a more active role in shaping policies that 

directly affect them. Additionally, youth advisory councils within the OIC could be 

established to foster leadership development, civic engagement, and youth-driven 

policy initiatives. 

 

Strengthening Education Systems Across the OIC 

 Improvement in Educational Quality: Despite significant progress in improving 

access to education, many OIC countries still face challenges in terms of quality and 

relevance of education. Many young people do not have the necessary skills to meet 

the demands of modern economies, especially in fields like technology, engineering, 

and business. The OIC can focus on enhancing the quality of education by 

promoting curriculum reforms that integrate 21st-century skills, including critical 

thinking, problem-solving, and digital literacy. 

 Regional Educational Cooperation: One of the OIC’s most valuable assets is the 

opportunity to foster regional collaboration in education. Member states can 

establish common academic standards, share best practices, and work together to 

create inter-university partnerships, offering student exchange programs and joint 

degree programs. For example, creating an OIC University Network would allow 



students to access a wider variety of learning resources and increase opportunities for 

cross-border academic collaboration. This would not only elevate the standard of 

education but also promote cultural exchange and mutual understanding among 

member states. 

 Vocational Training and Skill Development: With youth unemployment being a 

significant issue in many OIC countries, focusing on vocational education and 

technical training is crucial for preparing young people for the workforce. 

Vocational training programs that align with industry needs in sectors like 

construction, manufacturing, and information technology would give young 

people practical skills that are immediately transferable to the job market. 

Furthermore, providing specialized training in areas like green technologies, 

renewable energy, and digital skills would align OIC nations with global trends in 

sustainability and technology. 

 

Technological Advancements and Innovation 

 Bridging the Technology Gap: Technology is advancing at an unprecedented pace, 

and the OIC must invest in digital infrastructure to ensure that its member states can 

compete in a rapidly evolving global economy. Internet access, digital literacy, and 

e-government services are areas where OIC member states need significant 

improvement. Ensuring that all countries have access to high-speed internet and 

modern technological infrastructure would lay the groundwork for broader economic 

development, especially in rural and underserved areas. 

 Adoption of Emerging Technologies: The OIC has the opportunity to play a leading 

role in promoting the adoption of emerging technologies, such as artificial 

intelligence (AI), blockchain, and big data, across its member states. Countries like 

Turkey, Malaysia, and UAE have already made significant strides in this area. By 

fostering regional technological innovation hubs, the OIC could become a center for 

the development and commercialization of these technologies. Collaborations with 

global tech firms and local startups could further drive technological advancements 

across the region. 

 Supporting Tech Startups: The OIC can encourage the creation of startup 

ecosystems by providing financial and technical support to young innovators and 

entrepreneurs. Technology incubators, accelerators, and venture capital funding 

could be provided to promote the growth of tech startups within the region. By 

establishing innovation funds, the OIC can assist in the scaling of home-grown 

technology solutions that address regional challenges such as energy efficiency, 

agriculture, healthcare, and education. 

 

Collaboration with Global Tech Ecosystems 

 Partnerships with Global Tech Leaders: In addition to fostering internal 

innovation, the OIC has the opportunity to build strategic partnerships with global 

technology giants. Collaborations with companies like Google, Microsoft, and IBM, 

as well as international universities, can help boost technological research, training, 

and investment across the OIC region. These partnerships could also enable OIC 



member states to implement cutting-edge technologies and integrate them into 

national development strategies. 

 Technology and Innovation Expos: Hosting events such as tech expos and 

innovation summits can showcase the region’s technological progress and attract 

international investment. These events can bring together industry leaders, 

entrepreneurs, and researchers from around the world, creating an environment that 

fosters networking, collaborative innovation, and knowledge exchange. 

 

Conclusion 

Leveraging the youth demographic, education systems, and technological advancements 

offers the OIC a golden opportunity to accelerate its socio-economic development and 

position itself as a leader in the global economy. By investing in education, skills 

development, and technology, the OIC can harness the potential of its youth population, 

overcome socio-economic challenges, and transform its member states into a more 

competitive and technologically advanced region. 

To achieve this, the OIC must focus on regional collaboration in education, promote 

entrepreneurial innovation, and invest in digital and technological infrastructure to 

create a sustainable future for its youth. In doing so, the OIC can fulfill its vision of becoming 

a unified and prosperous region in a rapidly changing world. 

  



7.4 Collaboration with Other Global Institutions 

Collaboration with other global institutions presents a significant opportunity for the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to enhance its influence, effectiveness, and 

global reach. By forming strategic partnerships with key international organizations, the OIC 

can amplify its voice on issues ranging from economic development and human rights to 

climate change and global security. These collaborations also offer the OIC member states 

access to essential resources, knowledge, and platforms to address both regional and global 

challenges. 

 

Building Partnerships with the United Nations (UN) 

 Leveraging UN Membership: Many OIC member states are also members of the 

United Nations (UN), which provides a natural platform for collaboration on global 

issues. The OIC can work with various UN bodies, such as the UN Development 

Programme (UNDP), UNICEF, and UNHCR, to tackle issues like poverty, refugee 

crises, and sustainable development. Strengthening ties with the UN would also 

allow the OIC to advocate for more favorable policies related to Muslim-majority 

countries and marginalized communities. 

 Collaborating on Peace and Security: Through the UN Security Council, the OIC 

can engage with international peacekeeping initiatives, peace negotiations, and post-

conflict recovery processes. The OIC’s strong diplomatic network can be used to 

support UN-led peace efforts, particularly in conflict zones where Muslim populations 

are affected, such as in Syria, Palestine, and Yemen. By aligning itself with UN 

missions and resolutions, the OIC can help ensure a unified stance on issues that 

directly impact its member states. 

 Joint Advocacy for Human Rights: The OIC can collaborate with the UN’s Human 

Rights Council to strengthen efforts aimed at combating discrimination, 

Islamophobia, and racial injustice worldwide. By working together, the OIC and 

UN can develop and implement policies that promote the protection of human rights 

and justice in both OIC member states and across the globe. 

 

Strategic Partnerships with the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

 Financing Development Projects: The World Bank and the IMF are critical actors 

in financing large-scale development projects and addressing financial crises. By 

collaborating with these institutions, the OIC can gain access to crucial financial 

resources for infrastructure development, poverty alleviation, and economic 

reform programs in member states. Joint projects could focus on sectors like energy, 

education, and healthcare, promoting economic stability and sustainable growth 

across the OIC region. 

 Promoting Financial Inclusion: One of the main goals of the OIC is to improve 

financial inclusion across its member states. Collaboration with the World Bank and 

IMF can help design policies that encourage microfinance, Islamic banking, and 

inclusive financial services to improve the livelihoods of the poor and underbanked 



populations in OIC countries. Additionally, the OIC can work with these institutions 

to create debt relief programs for the most economically vulnerable nations within 

the organization. 

 Joint Initiatives on Climate Finance: The OIC can partner with the World Bank 

and IMF to implement climate change adaptation and mitigation projects, particularly 

in countries vulnerable to the effects of climate change. By working together, they can 

access climate financing options to support the transition to renewable energy and 

disaster resilience in member states. 

 

Collaborations with the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

 Enhancing Trade and Economic Integration: The World Trade Organization 

(WTO) is a central player in shaping global trade policies. By collaborating with the 

WTO, the OIC can advocate for trade policies that benefit member states, enhance 

intra-OIC trade, and create a more level playing field for developing nations. The 

OIC can also work with the WTO to reduce trade barriers and promote regional 

economic integration to boost economic development and facilitate the flow of 

goods and services across OIC countries. 

 Support for Trade and Investment Agreements: The OIC can strengthen its 

partnerships with the WTO to develop trade and investment agreements that align 

with the interests of its member states. This could include negotiating preferential 

trade arrangements, free trade agreements, and investment treaties that 

encourage business growth and industrial cooperation within the OIC region. 

 Addressing Global Trade Inequities: The OIC has a significant opportunity to 

partner with the WTO in advocating for fairer global trade practices. Many OIC 

countries face challenges in gaining access to global markets due to trade 

protectionism and unfair trade practices. By collaborating with the WTO, the OIC 

can advocate for more equitable trade rules and market access for its member 

states, particularly in industries such as agriculture, manufacturing, and energy. 

 

Engagement with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

 Strengthening Humanitarian Relief Efforts: The OIC can enhance its impact by 

collaborating with NGOs that are active in humanitarian aid, disaster relief, and 

refugee support. Working together, they can amplify their efforts in regions affected 

by conflict and natural disasters. Islamic NGOs and international organizations like 

the Red Cross and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) can play a crucial role in 

providing medical aid, food assistance, and psychosocial support to vulnerable 

populations in OIC member states. 

 Human Rights Advocacy: NGOs, including those focused on gender equality, 

freedom of expression, and minority rights, can work with the OIC to develop 

advocacy programs that raise awareness about human rights abuses in member 

states. Joint campaigns can address key issues like child labor, forced migration, 

and discrimination, aligning with OIC goals of promoting justice and equity. 

 Promoting Social Development: NGOs focusing on education, health, 

environmental sustainability, and poverty reduction can partner with the OIC to 



improve the quality of life across member states. Collaborations with organizations 

like Oxfam, Save the Children, and CARE International can help the OIC achieve 

its development goals by ensuring that social services are delivered efficiently to 

communities in need. 

 

Building Collaborative Relationships with Regional Organizations 

 African Union (AU) and Arab League: The OIC has the opportunity to strengthen 

ties with the African Union (AU) and the Arab League, both of which share many 

member states with the OIC. These relationships can help address common issues 

such as regional security, migration, economic development, and 

intergovernmental cooperation. By working with the AU and Arab League, the OIC 

can promote collective action on issues that affect the wider Muslim world and its 

neighbors. 

 ASEAN and Other Regional Bodies: The OIC can expand its outreach to 

organizations like the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 

encourage greater economic and cultural ties between Southeast Asia and OIC 

member states. This partnership could include trade agreements, cultural exchange 

programs, and scientific cooperation, further strengthening the OIC’s global 

influence. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC’s ability to collaborate with global institutions and regional organizations is a 

critical opportunity for enhancing its role on the global stage. By building strategic 

partnerships with the UN, World Bank, IMF, WTO, NGOs, and other regional bodies, 

the OIC can leverage global resources, expertise, and platforms to advance the interests of its 

member states. 

These collaborations will not only address the economic, social, and political challenges 

faced by OIC countries but also elevate the organization’s ability to act as a unified voice for 

the global Muslim community. As the OIC strengthens these partnerships, it will increase its 

influence in shaping the global agenda and contribute to a more just, inclusive, and 

sustainable world. 

  



7.5 Leading Role in Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by all United Nations member states 

in 2015, provide a blueprint for peace, prosperity, and sustainability for people and the planet 

by 2030. With its broad membership spanning 57 Muslim-majority countries, the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is in a prime position to play a leading role in 

advancing the SDGs. Many OIC member states face common challenges related to poverty, 

inequality, education, and climate change, making the pursuit of the SDGs not only an 

opportunity but also an imperative for the OIC. 

By aligning its programs and initiatives with the SDGs, the OIC can contribute to the global 

agenda for development while addressing the specific needs of its members. 

 

Alignment with SDG 1: No Poverty 

 Poverty Reduction Programs: A significant proportion of OIC member states are 

home to some of the world's poorest populations. Through initiatives such as the 

Islamic Solidarity Fund and the OIC Development Fund, the OIC can focus on 

poverty alleviation programs by targeting education, healthcare, and economic 

development. These funds can support infrastructure projects, healthcare systems, 

and community-based efforts to reduce poverty and promote inclusive growth, 

helping to lift millions out of poverty. 

 Empowering Marginalized Groups: Many OIC countries face high levels of youth 

unemployment, gender inequality, and economic disenfranchisement. By focusing 

on SDG 1, the OIC can work to create economic opportunities for marginalized 

groups, including women, youth, and rural communities. This could involve skill 

development programs, microfinance initiatives, and support for small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) to stimulate inclusive and equitable economic growth. 

 

Alignment with SDG 2: Zero Hunger 

 Food Security Initiatives: Several OIC countries, particularly in Sub-Saharan 

Africa and parts of South Asia, face challenges related to food security. The OIC 

can play a key role in promoting regional cooperation in agricultural development, 

food trade, and sustainable agriculture practices. By facilitating food security 

partnerships among member states, the OIC can address issues such as malnutrition, 

chronic hunger, and food access. 

 Disaster Relief and Humanitarian Aid: The OIC’s existing partnerships with 

humanitarian agencies and NGOs could be leveraged to enhance efforts in food aid 

and emergency relief. Through coordinated action, the OIC can contribute 

significantly to disaster recovery efforts, ensuring that food and essential resources 

reach the most vulnerable populations in the wake of natural disasters and conflicts. 

 



Alignment with SDG 3: Good Health and Well-Being 

 Strengthening Health Systems: Many OIC member states face challenges in 

providing quality healthcare to their populations. The OIC can promote healthcare 

access by supporting national health systems, particularly in low-income countries. 

By fostering cooperation on healthcare infrastructure, disease prevention, and 

universal healthcare coverage, the OIC can help reduce health disparities across 

member states. 

 Health Initiatives and Pandemic Response: The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted 

the need for global health collaboration. The OIC has an opportunity to play a 

pivotal role in advancing public health responses by facilitating access to vaccines, 

medical supplies, and technical assistance among its member states. In addition, the 

OIC could establish a Muslim Health Initiative to respond to future health crises and 

ensure long-term public health improvement. 

 

Alignment with SDG 4: Quality Education 

 Improving Access to Education: Education remains one of the most powerful tools 

to address poverty and inequality. The OIC can prioritize education reform and 

access to quality education for all children, particularly in remote areas and refugee 

camps. By collaborating with international education organizations and expanding the 

OIC Educational Exchange Program, the OIC can provide more educational 

opportunities, particularly for girls and minority groups. 

 Promoting Technical and Vocational Education: The OIC can also focus on skills 

development and vocational training, which are essential for youth employment 

and economic growth. By building partnerships with educational institutions and the 

private sector, the OIC can enhance technical and vocational education and training 

(TVET) systems to meet the demands of the labor market in the 21st century. 

 

Alignment with SDG 5: Gender Equality 

 Empowering Women and Girls: Gender equality is a core value of the OIC, and the 

organization can lead efforts to empower women in political, social, and economic 

spheres. Initiatives such as the OIC Women’s Development Fund and Islamic 

Women’s Empowerment Programs can help improve gender parity, focusing on 

education, health, and economic opportunities for women and girls across member 

states. 

 Combating Gender-Based Violence: The OIC can take a strong stand on addressing 

gender-based violence by supporting laws, initiatives, and awareness programs 

aimed at protecting women from violence and exploitation. The OIC can also work 

to improve women’s representation in leadership roles within governments and 

institutions, promoting gender equality at all levels of society. 

 

Alignment with SDG 13: Climate Action 



 Combatting Climate Change: Climate change disproportionately affects developing 

countries, including many OIC member states. The OIC can take a leadership role in 

promoting climate resilience and sustainable environmental practices among its 

members. By fostering collaboration on renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, 

and climate adaptation projects, the OIC can help member states transition to a 

greener economy. 

 Regional Cooperation on Environmental Protection: The OIC can serve as a forum 

for member states to share best practices in environmental protection and climate 

action. This can include joint initiatives on water conservation, afforestation, and 

carbon emissions reduction. By supporting green technology and sustainable 

infrastructure, the OIC can ensure a more environmentally conscious future for the 

Muslim world. 

 

Alignment with SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions 

 Promoting Regional Stability: Many OIC member states are affected by conflict, 

violence, and political instability. The OIC can play an instrumental role in 

promoting regional peace by facilitating conflict resolution, dialogue, and 

reconciliation efforts. This can include providing mediation and peacekeeping 

services in crisis areas, particularly in the Middle East, North Africa, and parts of 

Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Strengthening Institutions and Governance: The OIC can help its member states 

strengthen democratic governance, rule of law, and institutions by supporting good 

governance initiatives and anti-corruption measures. By promoting transparent 

and inclusive decision-making processes, the OIC can contribute to building 

stronger political institutions that foster peace and justice. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC's leadership in advancing the SDGs can serve as a catalyst for the sustainable 

development of the Muslim-majority world. By aligning its policies and programs with the 

global development agenda, the OIC can address the most pressing challenges facing its 

member states and contribute to achieving a more just, equitable, and sustainable world by 

2030. With political will, financial investment, and regional cooperation, the OIC can help 

bring about transformative change for its people and future generations. 

  



7.6 Positioning as a Voice for the Global South 

The Global South, a term often used to describe developing countries in Africa, Latin 

America, Asia, and parts of Eastern Europe, represents the majority of the world’s 

population but historically has had limited influence in global decision-making. For many of 

these nations, particularly those in the OIC, there is a shared history of colonialism, 

underdevelopment, and economic disparity, which continues to affect their position on the 

world stage. The OIC has a unique opportunity to position itself as a prominent voice for 

the Global South, advocating for equitable development, justice, and global reforms that 

better reflect the needs and aspirations of these nations. 

 

Raising Awareness on Global Inequities 

One of the most critical roles the OIC can play is raising awareness about the inequalities 

that persist between the Global North (wealthier, industrialized nations) and the Global 

South (developing nations). This includes advocating for: 

 Fair Trade: Ensuring that trade agreements are more equitable and benefit 

developing countries, providing them with fair access to global markets. 

 Debt Relief: Many countries in the Global South are burdened by heavy national 

debt, and the OIC can advocate for international initiatives to relieve or restructure 

this debt, allowing for investments in infrastructure, education, and healthcare. 

 International Aid: The OIC can push for increased financial assistance to Global 

South countries to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), ensuring that 

aid is used effectively and reaches the most vulnerable populations. 

 

Advocating for Global Governance Reforms 

The OIC can use its diplomatic weight to push for reforms in global governance structures, 

such as the United Nations, World Trade Organization (WTO), and International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). These institutions often reflect the interests of the Global North, 

and the OIC has the potential to: 

 Demand Greater Representation: Advocate for increased representation of 

developing nations in key global institutions, ensuring that decisions made by 

organizations like the UN Security Council are more inclusive and reflect the 

concerns of the Global South. 

 Push for Economic Reforms: Advocate for reform of the global financial system, 

ensuring that developing countries are not disproportionately affected by global 

financial crises or the economic policies of wealthier nations. 

 Reforming Global Trade: Advocate for global trade rules that offer more favorable 

terms to developing nations, ensuring fair access to markets and equitable trade 

practices. 

 



Promoting South-South Cooperation 

The OIC can foster South-South cooperation—collaboration among developing countries—

by creating more opportunities for economic, political, and social engagement among 

member states and other nations of the Global South. This includes: 

 Economic Partnerships: Promoting mutual trade, investment, and infrastructure 

development projects between OIC countries and other developing nations, reducing 

dependency on developed countries. 

 Knowledge Sharing and Technology Transfer: Facilitating technology transfer 

and knowledge exchange in areas such as agriculture, education, renewable 

energy, and healthcare to enhance development outcomes across the Global South. 

 Cultural and Educational Cooperation: Encouraging collaboration in education 

and cultural exchange to build mutual understanding and solidarity among 

developing countries. 

 

Strengthening the Political Influence of the Global South 

The OIC can actively work to strengthen the political voice of the Global South in various 

international forums. This includes: 

 Unified Stance on Global Issues: By speaking with one voice, the OIC can ensure 

that the concerns and aspirations of developing nations are heard in global discussions 

about issues such as climate change, conflict resolution, and human rights. 

 Diplomatic Engagement: The OIC can facilitate diplomatic alliances and 

partnerships with other regional organizations representing the Global South, such as 

the African Union (AU) and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), to create a 

broader coalition that advocates for the interests of the Global South. 

 Influence in Global Negotiations: By participating actively in global negotiations on 

issues like trade, peace and security, and climate change, the OIC can help ensure 

that the interests of the Global South are considered and protected. 

 

Addressing Global Challenges with a Southern Perspective 

The OIC can also advocate for solutions to global challenges from a Global South 

perspective, ensuring that issues affecting developing countries are prioritized in 

international debates. Some key areas of focus include: 

 Climate Change and Environmental Justice: Many countries in the Global South 

are on the frontlines of climate change, facing devastating impacts such as rising sea 

levels, desertification, and extreme weather events. The OIC can advocate for climate 

justice, ensuring that developed countries take responsibility for their historical 

contribution to global warming and provide adequate resources to help the Global 

South adapt to climate change. 

 Access to Healthcare and Education: As highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

developing countries are often left behind in terms of access to vaccines, medical 



supplies, and educational resources. The OIC can help advocate for global 

initiatives to ensure equitable access to essential resources for healthcare and 

education in developing countries. 

 

Strengthening Solidarity with Non-OIC Countries in the Global South 

The OIC's role as the voice of the Global South goes beyond its member states. It can reach 

out to non-OIC countries in the Global South, creating an inclusive approach to global 

challenges. Some ways the OIC can work with non-member states include: 

 Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief: By coordinating efforts with non-OIC 

nations, the OIC can provide humanitarian assistance to communities in the Global 

South affected by natural disasters, conflict, and poverty. 

 Global Development Initiatives: The OIC can collaborate with other international 

organizations and nations from the Global South to create and fund global 

development initiatives, focusing on areas like poverty reduction, healthcare, and 

education. 

 

Conclusion 

As a coalition representing 57 Muslim-majority countries, the OIC has a unique 

opportunity to position itself as a strong and unified voice for the Global South. By 

advocating for equitable global governance, economic justice, and sustainable 

development, the OIC can empower the countries of the Global South to take their rightful 

place in the global community. Through active diplomacy, collaboration, and strategic 

partnerships, the OIC can help ensure that the interests of developing nations are considered 

in global decision-making, driving positive change for the Global South. 

  



Chapter 8: Opportunities – Digital, Strategic, and 

Humanitarian Roles 

In an increasingly interconnected world, the OIC has the opportunity to play a leading role in 

addressing digital transformation, strategic alignment, and humanitarian challenges. 

This chapter will explore how the OIC can leverage these opportunities to benefit its member 

states, enhance its global influence, and drive sustainable development in the Global South. 

 

8.1 Digital Transformation and Technological Advancements 

The digital age presents a significant opportunity for the OIC to harness technology and 

innovation to address some of the most pressing challenges faced by its member states. 

Digital transformation is not just a tool for economic growth but also a means of enhancing 

education, healthcare, governance, and trade. 

 E-Government Initiatives: The OIC can help member states develop digital 

governance frameworks to improve efficiency, transparency, and accountability 

in the public sector. By adopting e-government systems, OIC countries can 

streamline administrative processes and reduce corruption. 

 Digital Infrastructure and Connectivity: Many OIC countries face challenges in 

terms of internet access and technological infrastructure. The OIC has the potential 

to promote regional cooperation for the development of digital infrastructure, 

including broadband internet and telecommunications networks, to bridge the 

digital divide between developed and developing nations. 

 Digital Literacy and Innovation: Promoting digital literacy and fostering a culture 

of innovation within OIC countries can lead to new industries, job creation, and 

greater economic resilience. OIC member states can benefit from digital education 

programs and initiatives to equip their populations with the skills needed for a digital 

economy. 

 Cybersecurity Cooperation: As digital reliance grows, so does the threat of 

cyberattacks and cybercrime. The OIC can facilitate the development of regional 

cybersecurity frameworks, promote cybersecurity awareness, and encourage 

collaboration between member states to protect critical national infrastructure from 

cyber threats. 

 

8.2 Strategic Alignment in Global Politics 

In the evolving global landscape, strategic positioning is essential for the OIC to exert greater 

influence and secure the collective interests of its member states. The OIC can adopt a more 

proactive and cohesive approach to international diplomacy and security by focusing on the 

following strategic priorities: 

 Geopolitical Coordination: The OIC can strengthen coordination between its 

member states on key geopolitical issues, such as regional conflicts, trade policies, 



and international diplomacy. A unified OIC stance on issues like Palestine, Syria, 

and Yemen can enhance its diplomatic leverage on the global stage. 

 Strategic Partnerships with Emerging Powers: The OIC can engage with emerging 

global powers, such as China, India, and Brazil, to build strategic alliances that 

promote the interests of the Global South. By aligning with these countries on trade, 

security, and climate change, the OIC can increase its relevance in shaping global 

policies. 

 Peacebuilding and Conflict Mediation: The OIC can play a greater role in 

peacebuilding and conflict resolution, especially in the Middle East, North Africa, 

and Central Asia, by offering diplomatic mediation and promoting dialogue 

between conflicting parties. Its unique position as a representative of Muslim-majority 

nations gives it leverage in addressing regional and global conflicts. 

 Shaping Global Governance Reform: The OIC can continue to advocate for reform 

of international institutions such as the United Nations, World Trade 

Organization (WTO), and International Monetary Fund (IMF), to ensure that the 

voices of developing countries, particularly those in the Global South, are more 

adequately represented in global governance. 

 Regional Security Initiatives: Given the strategic location of many OIC member 

states, the organization has the opportunity to play a more central role in regional 

security. By facilitating regional security pacts, addressing terrorism, extremism, 

and nuclear proliferation, the OIC can help stabilize volatile regions and reduce 

security threats across its member states. 

 

8.3 Humanitarian Initiatives and Crisis Management 

Humanitarian issues remain at the forefront of global challenges, especially in many OIC 

member states that face conflict, natural disasters, poverty, and human rights violations. 

The OIC has the potential to be a leading force in addressing these issues, both within the 

Muslim world and globally. 

 Emergency Relief and Humanitarian Assistance: The OIC can enhance its 

humanitarian capacity by improving the coordination of emergency relief efforts. 

Its established institutions, such as the Islamic Relief Fund and the OIC 

Humanitarian Affairs Department, can be further strengthened to respond swiftly 

to crises such as natural disasters, pandemics, and refugee crises. 

 Refugee Protection and Migration: Many OIC countries, particularly in Syria, 

Afghanistan, and Rohingya, are facing refugee crises. The OIC can advocate for 

better treatment, protection, and integration of refugees and migrants while 

coordinating with other international organizations to ensure humane solutions to the 

global refugee crisis. 

 Global Health Cooperation: The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the need for 

global cooperation in healthcare. The OIC can spearhead initiatives to improve 

public health systems across its member states, promote universal health coverage, 

and ensure that resources like vaccines, medications, and medical supplies are 

equitably distributed. 

 Human Rights Advocacy: The OIC can play an essential role in advocating for the 

protection of human rights within its member states and globally. The organization 

can address human rights abuses committed against minorities, women, and 



children and work to promote democracy and governance reforms that protect 

fundamental rights and freedoms. 

 Long-Term Development Goals: Humanitarian work must also be complemented by 

a focus on sustainable development. The OIC can advocate for long-term 

development policies that focus on poverty reduction, access to clean water, 

education, healthcare, and employment for the populations most in need, ensuring 

that countries emerging from crisis are not left behind. 

 Post-Conflict Reconstruction: OIC countries, particularly those affected by conflict, 

such as Iraq, Afghanistan, and Yemen, require support for post-conflict 

reconstruction. The OIC can provide financial aid, technical expertise, and 

peacekeeping support to rebuild infrastructure, restore essential services, and 

promote reconciliation among communities. 

 

8.4 Collaboration with International and Regional Organizations 

The OIC can enhance its influence and impact by collaborating with various international 

and regional organizations that focus on peace, security, trade, and development. Building 

strong partnerships can amplify the collective voices of OIC member states and ensure 

greater global impact. 

 Partnerships with the United Nations (UN): The OIC can work more closely with 

UN agencies to address global challenges such as human rights, climate change, 

and sustainable development. The OIC’s active participation in UN committees and 

peacekeeping missions can elevate its role in international diplomacy. 

 Collaboration with the African Union (AU): Many OIC countries are also members 

of the African Union. The OIC can further strengthen its cooperation with the AU to 

address issues such as poverty, conflict, healthcare, and trade within the African 

continent. 

 Strategic Relations with the European Union (EU): Establishing stronger ties with 

the EU can open doors for trade agreements, security cooperation, and 

development initiatives, benefiting both OIC and EU member states. 

 Engagement with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): Collaborating with 

NGOs focused on humanitarian aid, education, and development can help the OIC 

leverage expertise, funding, and resources to address complex global challenges 

effectively. 

 

Conclusion 

The digital transformation, strategic alignment, and humanitarian leadership 

opportunities present a promising future for the OIC in playing a pivotal role in addressing 

global challenges. By adopting a more proactive approach in these areas, the OIC can 

transform its collective potential into tangible actions, driving positive change and 

empowering its member states on the world stage. The OIC has the chance to reshape 

global dialogues and play a significant role in the future of global governance, ensuring that 

the interests and needs of its member states are prioritized in an increasingly complex world. 



8.1 Developing Digital Infrastructure and FinTech 

The development of digital infrastructure and the growth of FinTech (financial technology) 

represent significant opportunities for the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to 

drive economic transformation and improve the livelihoods of its member states. The rise of 

digital economies worldwide presents the OIC with the chance to accelerate the 

modernization of its economies, improve financial inclusivity, and better integrate member 

states into the global digital economy. 

 

8.1.1 Expansion of Digital Infrastructure Across OIC Member States 

A robust digital infrastructure is foundational for any country aiming to compete in the 

modern global economy. Many OIC member states face challenges in terms of internet 

connectivity, telecommunication infrastructure, and data storage capabilities. However, 

there is significant potential for the OIC to spearhead regional efforts aimed at developing 

world-class digital infrastructure. 

 Improving Internet Access and Connectivity: Access to high-speed internet is a 

basic requirement for participating in the digital economy. The OIC can facilitate 

joint projects between member states to improve internet infrastructure, focusing 

on rural areas and underserved populations. These efforts could involve investment in 

fiber-optic networks, satellite technologies, and 5G networks, making internet 

access more reliable and affordable for all citizens. 

 Building Data Centers and Cloud Infrastructure: The OIC can help member states 

develop data centers and cloud infrastructure, enabling businesses and 

governments to manage data more effectively. These initiatives would improve the 

digital economy by enabling secure storage, processing, and sharing of big data, and 

facilitate services like cloud computing, e-commerce, and digital governance. 

 Regional Broadband Initiatives: The OIC can promote regional cooperation for the 

rollout of affordable broadband networks that serve both urban and rural areas. This 

initiative would reduce digital inequalities within member states and support 

economic integration across the Muslim world. 

 

8.1.2 Enabling Financial Inclusion through FinTech 

One of the most exciting areas of opportunity within the digital infrastructure space is the rise 

of FinTech. Many OIC member states have large unbanked populations due to limited 

access to traditional financial services. The OIC can play a crucial role in fostering financial 

inclusion through the development of FinTech solutions that provide affordable and 

accessible financial services to underserved populations. 

 Mobile Banking and Digital Wallets: Mobile banking is already playing a pivotal 

role in many parts of the Muslim world, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa and 

Southeast Asia. The OIC can promote initiatives to expand mobile money 

platforms, which allow individuals to conduct financial transactions through 

smartphones. By promoting partnerships with telecommunications companies, the 



OIC can help expand mobile banking across its member states, particularly in 

regions with low bank penetration. 

 Islamic FinTech Solutions: Islamic banking principles, such as Shariah-

compliant finance, are deeply rooted in many OIC member states. The OIC has the 

opportunity to promote the development of Islamic FinTech platforms that offer 

digital solutions aligned with Islamic finance principles, such as interest-free 

lending, profit-sharing models, and ethical investing. This would provide a 

financial ecosystem that meets the needs of both traditional banking customers and 

those who prefer Islamic finance. 

 Blockchain and Cryptocurrency Adoption: Blockchain technology can bring 

transparency, security, and efficiency to financial systems. The OIC can explore the 

role of blockchain in creating secure digital payment systems and cross-border 

remittances, particularly in countries with large diasporas. Additionally, 

cryptocurrency can be explored as a potential means for remittances, foreign 

exchange, and investment opportunities, offering low-cost and secure alternatives 

for international financial transactions. 

 Regulatory Frameworks for FinTech: To facilitate the development of FinTech, it 

is essential for OIC member states to have a clear regulatory framework. The OIC 

can help member states develop common regulatory standards for FinTech 

innovation, addressing issues such as data privacy, cybersecurity, and financial 

fraud prevention. By adopting harmonized regulations, the OIC can create a more 

attractive environment for cross-border FinTech collaboration and investment. 

 Digital Payments and Cross-Border Remittances: A significant opportunity for the 

OIC lies in improving digital payment systems and cross-border remittances. The 

OIC can facilitate the creation of cross-border payment networks that enable cheap, 

secure, and real-time money transfers between member states, enhancing the flow 

of remittances for migrant workers and facilitating trade and investment. 

 

8.1.3 Building Capacity for Digital Innovation 

The OIC can foster digital innovation by investing in the capacity-building of both 

individuals and institutions. This will create a thriving digital economy within member states 

that can compete in the global marketplace. 

 Digital Education and Workforce Development: Many OIC member states face 

skill gaps in digital literacy and technology-related fields. The OIC can help member 

countries develop digital literacy programs at all levels of education, from primary 

schools to universities, focusing on computer programming, data science, 

artificial intelligence (AI), and digital entrepreneurship. By investing in human 

capital, the OIC can prepare the next generation of innovators, digital entrepreneurs, 

and technology leaders. 

 Start-up Ecosystems and Innovation Hubs: Promoting start-ups and innovation 

hubs across OIC member states will support local tech entrepreneurs in developing 

FinTech solutions, e-commerce platforms, blockchain innovations, and more. The 

OIC can support the creation of incubators, accelerators, and venture capital 

networks to provide financing, mentorship, and business development services to tech 

start-ups. 



 Cross-Border Collaboration for Research and Development (R&D): The OIC can 

facilitate cross-border R&D partnerships between universities, research 

institutions, and the private sector to promote innovation in areas such as FinTech, 

artificial intelligence, blockchain, and digital health. These collaborations will help 

member states stay at the forefront of technological advancements while also driving 

economic growth through knowledge exchange. 

 

8.1.4 Strengthening Public-Private Partnerships for FinTech and Infrastructure Development 

Public-private partnerships (PPP) are essential for successfully developing digital 

infrastructure and promoting FinTech innovations across the OIC region. Governments 

can work together with the private sector, particularly tech companies and financial 

institutions, to create enabling environments for digital and financial technologies. 

 PPP Models for Infrastructure Development: Governments within the OIC can 

partner with the private sector to finance and implement large-scale infrastructure 

projects such as 5G networks, data centers, and digital payment systems. These 

collaborations can ensure that infrastructure projects are implemented efficiently 

while addressing funding constraints that many member states face. 

 FinTech Innovation Partnerships: The OIC can promote partnerships between 

FinTech start-ups, traditional banks, and telecom companies to build integrated 

financial ecosystems that serve both digital-savvy populations and underserved 

communities. By leveraging the expertise and capital of private-sector players, OIC 

member states can unlock innovation while maintaining regulatory oversight to ensure 

Shariah compliance. 

 

Conclusion 

The development of digital infrastructure and FinTech solutions represents a 

transformative opportunity for the OIC to improve economic growth, financial inclusion, 

and regional cooperation among its member states. By building the necessary 

infrastructure, promoting innovation, and developing regulatory frameworks, the OIC 

can play a crucial role in shaping the future of the digital economy within the Muslim world. 

These efforts will not only strengthen the global competitiveness of OIC nations but also 

enhance financial stability, economic resilience, and human development across the 

region. 

  



8.2 Strategic Use of Natural Resources 

The strategic use of natural resources is a pivotal opportunity for the Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to leverage the abundant resources available across its 

member states. With many OIC countries rich in oil, gas, minerals, water, and agriculture, 

the organization has the potential to harness these resources to drive economic development, 

sustainability, and geopolitical influence. A strategic approach to managing and utilizing 

these resources can foster greater regional cooperation, economic resilience, and 

sustainable growth within the Muslim world. 

 

8.2.1 Optimizing Oil and Gas Reserves for Economic Growth 

Many OIC member states are major oil and gas producers, with countries like Saudi Arabia, 

Iran, Iraq, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and Qatar holding some of the world’s largest 

reserves. These resources can be used strategically to not only support the economies of 

member states but also enhance their influence in global energy markets. 

 Diversification and Value-Added Industries: Rather than solely exporting crude oil, 

OIC nations can focus on developing refining capacity and petrochemical 

industries to add value to their natural resources. This strategy would create jobs, 

enhance technological innovation, and reduce dependency on raw material exports. 

For instance, refining oil into petroleum products, such as plastics and fertilizers, 

can yield higher profits and contribute to industrialization in member countries. 

 Energy Security and Cooperation: The OIC can work towards creating an energy 

security framework that promotes energy independence and mutual cooperation 

among its members. By investing in joint infrastructure projects like pipelines, 

power grids, and energy storage facilities, member states can create a regional 

energy market that reduces dependence on non-member countries and stabilizes 

prices for consumers. 

 Clean Energy Transition: As global demand for clean energy increases, OIC 

nations with oil and gas reserves can also invest in renewable energy solutions. By 

utilizing their vast solar and wind energy potential, especially in countries like Saudi 

Arabia and Egypt, OIC states can transition to cleaner sources of energy, ensuring 

sustainability while maintaining their positions as key players in global energy 

markets. 

 

8.2.2 Leveraging Water Resources for Agricultural and Economic Development 

Water scarcity is a growing concern in many OIC member states, particularly in the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA) region. However, water can also be a strategic resource if 

managed wisely. Many member states have access to significant freshwater resources, such 

as rivers, lakes, and groundwater reserves, but their management has often been inefficient 

or fragmented. 

 Transboundary Water Cooperation: OIC member states sharing rivers and lakes, 

like the Nile, Indus, and Tigris-Euphrates, can collaborate more effectively to 



ensure the equitable and sustainable use of these critical water resources. By 

strengthening water-sharing agreements and coordinating cross-border water 

management projects, the OIC can prevent conflicts and ensure long-term access to 

freshwater. 

 Water Conservation and Technology: The OIC can invest in water conservation 

technologies such as drip irrigation, water recycling, and desalination. Countries 

like Saudi Arabia have already developed cutting-edge desalination technologies, 

and these innovations can be shared across the region to address water shortages, 

boost agricultural productivity, and ensure reliable water supplies for growing 

populations. 

 Sustainable Agriculture: The OIC can use its water resources to promote 

sustainable agricultural practices in member countries, particularly in food-

insecure regions. By implementing water-efficient agricultural techniques, 

developing drought-resistant crops, and investing in irrigation systems, the OIC 

can increase food security and reduce dependence on food imports, fostering 

economic self-sufficiency. 

 

8.2.3 Exploiting Mineral Resources for Industrialization 

Many OIC member states are rich in valuable mineral resources such as gold, copper, iron 

ore, phosphates, rare earth metals, and lithium. These minerals can serve as a critical 

foundation for industrial development, creating employment, enhancing infrastructure, 

and attracting foreign investment. 

 Value-Added Mining Industries: Rather than focusing solely on the extraction and 

export of raw minerals, the OIC can encourage the development of value-added 

industries related to mining, such as refining, metal fabrication, and 

manufacturing. This would enable member countries to capture a greater portion of 

the economic value generated from their natural resources, boosting industrial 

capacity and creating more local jobs. 

 Investment in Mining Technology: OIC countries with mineral wealth can focus on 

developing and applying advanced mining technologies to improve efficiency, 

reduce environmental impacts, and increase the profitability of mineral extraction. 

This will make the mining sector more sustainable and globally competitive. 

 Regional Collaboration for Resource Development: The OIC can also foster 

regional collaboration in the mining sector by creating joint ventures between 

member states for resource extraction and infrastructure development. This could 

include the creation of shared mineral processing facilities and transportation 

networks to facilitate the movement of raw materials and finished products across 

borders. 

 

8.2.4 Enhancing Forestry and Agriculture for Economic Growth 

In addition to energy and water resources, many OIC member states have access to vast 

forests and agricultural land. These resources present numerous opportunities for 



sustainable economic growth, as agriculture remains a major contributor to GDP in many 

member nations. 

 Sustainable Forestry Management: The OIC can develop sustainable forestry 

programs that focus on reforestation, conservation, and sustainable timber 

harvesting. By reducing deforestation and promoting the long-term health of 

forests, the OIC can create green jobs, promote biodiversity, and contribute to climate 

change mitigation efforts. 

 Agro-Industrial Value Chains: Many OIC member states have an opportunity to 

expand their agricultural sectors by investing in agro-processing industries that add 

value to primary products. For example, countries like Indonesia and Turkey could 

focus on the production of processed foods, beverages, and textiles, ensuring that 

agricultural growth supports the broader industrialization of the economy. 

 Agri-Tech and Innovation: The OIC can support agri-tech innovations, such as 

precision farming, biotechnology, and smart irrigation systems, to help member 

states increase agricultural yields and reduce resource consumption. By providing 

technical expertise and financing for agri-tech start-ups, the OIC can foster greater 

agricultural innovation and self-sufficiency in member countries. 

 

8.2.5 Promoting Sustainable Resource Use through Regional Agreements 

The strategic use of natural resources should be accompanied by efforts to ensure 

sustainability and environmental protection. The OIC can establish regional agreements 

and frameworks for the sustainable management of natural resources across its member 

states. 

 Regional Environmental Cooperation: The OIC can facilitate environmental 

treaties and collaborative initiatives aimed at addressing transboundary 

environmental challenges such as desertification, water pollution, and climate 

change. By aligning policies for sustainable resource management, member states can 

collectively tackle these global challenges while ensuring the long-term viability of 

their natural resources. 

 Resource Efficiency and Circular Economy: The OIC can promote the concept of 

the circular economy among its members, encouraging the reduction of waste and 

the recycling of natural resources. By focusing on resource efficiency, member states 

can optimize their use of raw materials, reduce environmental degradation, and 

improve economic sustainability. 

Conclusion 

The strategic use of natural resources presents the OIC with a wide range of opportunities 

to enhance economic development, sustainability, and regional cooperation. By 

optimizing the use of oil, gas, minerals, water, and agriculture, the OIC can not only 

improve the livelihoods of its people but also position its member states as leaders in the 

global economy. Collaborative efforts, technological advancements, and sustainable 

management practices will ensure that natural resources are used effectively and responsibly, 

creating a strong foundation for future growth. 



8.3 Enhanced Disaster and Health Response Mechanisms 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has the potential to play a transformative 

role in enhancing disaster response and healthcare systems across its member states. With 

many OIC nations facing recurring challenges such as natural disasters, conflict-related 

emergencies, epidemics, and weak health infrastructure, there is a pressing need to 

establish robust, coordinated, and rapid-response mechanisms. Strengthening these 

systems can not only save lives but also elevate the OIC’s global standing as a responsible 

and humanitarian-oriented body. 

 

8.3.1 Building a Centralized OIC Emergency Response Unit 

One of the most impactful strategies would be the establishment of a Centralized 

Emergency Response and Health Task Force under the OIC umbrella. This unit could be 

responsible for: 

 Coordinating disaster preparedness and response across all member states. 

 Deploying emergency medical teams, search and rescue personnel, and logistical 

support during crises. 

 Creating a stockpile of essential emergency supplies, such as food, tents, medical 

kits, and mobile hospitals. 

This unit would be modeled after successful international efforts such as the United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) and the World Health 

Organization’s Emergency Medical Teams initiative, tailored to the specific needs and 

realities of OIC countries. 

 

8.3.2 Strengthening Healthcare Infrastructure and Accessibility 

Many OIC member countries, particularly in Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East, 

continue to face underdeveloped healthcare systems, inadequate funding, and limited 

access to essential services. The OIC can take a lead in: 

 Facilitating inter-country collaboration to build hospitals, medical schools, and rural 

health clinics. 

 Mobilizing funds to support universal health coverage, focusing on maternal health, 

vaccination, and disease prevention. 

 Developing mobile health units and telemedicine services for remote and 

underserved populations. 

Such initiatives would not only improve public health outcomes but also contribute to long-

term socio-economic stability. 

 



8.3.3 Establishing a Rapid Response Fund for Emergencies 

To respond quickly to humanitarian crises, the OIC should establish a Rapid Response 

Fund. This fund would provide immediate financial assistance for: 

 Natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, droughts, and wildfires. 

 Man-made emergencies, including armed conflicts and mass displacement. 

 Health crises, including pandemics, epidemics, and food insecurity. 

Member states, as well as private sector partners and philanthropists, could contribute to this 

fund. Transparent governance and accountability mechanisms must be in place to ensure its 

effective utilization. 

 

8.3.4 Coordinated Response to Health Emergencies and Pandemics 

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the global need for resilient health systems and 

regional cooperation. The OIC can build on these lessons by: 

 Creating a central health intelligence platform to monitor, report, and coordinate 

responses to disease outbreaks. 

 Supporting joint procurement and distribution of vaccines, medications, and 

medical equipment. 

 Encouraging local production of generic drugs, PPE, and diagnostic tools to reduce 

dependence on imports. 

An OIC Health Emergency Preparedness Network, with regional hubs, could ensure real-

time response and resource-sharing during future health crises. 

 

8.3.5 Enhancing Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Resilience 

Given the increasing frequency of climate-induced disasters such as droughts, cyclones, and 

rising sea levels, the OIC must take a proactive approach to disaster risk reduction. This 

includes: 

 Integrating climate risk assessments and resilience planning into national 

development strategies. 

 Promoting early warning systems, community-based preparedness, and public 

education campaigns. 

 Encouraging knowledge exchange and capacity-building among member states with 

strong disaster management frameworks. 

Investing in climate adaptation and resilient infrastructure will reduce vulnerability and 

enhance long-term sustainability. 

 



8.3.6 Collaboration with International and Humanitarian Agencies 

The OIC should form strategic partnerships with global institutions such as: 

 World Health Organization (WHO) 

 UNICEF 

 International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 

 Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) 

These partnerships can provide technical expertise, training, and logistical support. Joint 

operations will ensure that OIC-led responses are globally coordinated, scientifically 

informed, and compliant with international humanitarian norms. 

 

8.3.7 Empowering Women and Local Communities in Crisis Response 

Women often bear the brunt of disasters and health emergencies, yet they remain 

underrepresented in planning and response activities. The OIC can champion inclusive 

approaches by: 

 Supporting women-led health and emergency response teams. 

 Facilitating community-based healthcare programs, especially in rural and 

marginalized areas. 

 Promoting mental health and psychosocial support services, particularly for 

victims of conflict, trauma, and displacement. 

Empowering communities to participate actively in disaster preparedness will lead to more 

resilient societies. 

 

Conclusion 

By developing enhanced disaster and health response mechanisms, the OIC can 

significantly improve the well-being of its populations and establish itself as a leader in 

humanitarian governance. Investing in health systems, emergency preparedness, and 

coordinated crisis response is not just a moral imperative—it is essential for the stability, 

security, and socioeconomic progress of the Muslim world. A united and prepared OIC can 

turn vulnerability into strength and become a beacon of hope and resilience for its people. 

  



8.4 Advancing Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has a profound opportunity to position itself 

as a global leader in peacebuilding and conflict resolution, particularly within its own 

member states and the broader Muslim world. Many of the OIC’s 57 member nations are 

affected by internal unrest, cross-border tensions, sectarian conflicts, and ideological divides. 

In this context, the OIC can play a transformative role by establishing robust mechanisms to 

promote peace, dialogue, and reconciliation. 

 

8.4.1 Establishing an OIC Center for Peace and Mediation 

To formalize and professionalize its peace efforts, the OIC could establish a dedicated 

Center for Peace and Mediation, with objectives such as: 

 Offering neutral platforms for dialogue among conflicting parties. 

 Training OIC diplomats in mediation, negotiation, and conflict resolution 

techniques. 

 Conducting research and analysis on conflict dynamics in the Islamic world. 

The Center could partner with institutions like the United Nations Department of Political 

and Peacebuilding Affairs, African Union Peace and Security Council, and European 

Institute of Peace, while emphasizing Islamic principles of justice, compassion, and peaceful 

coexistence. 

 

8.4.2 Addressing Sectarian and Ethnic Divisions 

Sectarianism—particularly Sunni-Shia tensions—and ethnic divisions are often major causes 

of instability in several OIC member states. The OIC must: 

 Actively promote intra-faith dialogue among different Islamic sects. 

 Launch unity initiatives involving scholars, civil society, and religious leaders. 

 Discourage sectarian rhetoric and support inclusive governance models. 

A dedicated inter-sectarian forum could serve as a peace-building instrument, reinforcing the 

message that diversity within Islam is a strength, not a source of division. 

 

8.4.3 Supporting Transitional Justice and Post-Conflict Recovery 

In nations emerging from war or political turmoil—such as Syria, Yemen, Libya, and 

Afghanistan—the OIC can assist in post-conflict reconstruction and reconciliation. This 

includes: 

 Supporting the establishment of truth and reconciliation commissions. 



 Promoting restorative justice grounded in Islamic legal and ethical traditions. 

 Aiding in institution-building, especially in the judiciary and civil service sectors. 

By contributing to transitional justice, the OIC helps build sustainable peace based on truth, 

healing, and inclusive governance. 

 

8.4.4 Youth Engagement in Peace Processes 

Youth are often both victims and participants in conflict. Harnessing their potential for peace 

is essential. The OIC can: 

 Create youth peace ambassador programs across member states. 

 Provide education and training in conflict prevention and peacebuilding. 

 Encourage youth-led dialogues that foster tolerance, unity, and reconciliation. 

Young people must be seen not as problems to be solved, but as partners for peace and 

agents of transformation in their communities. 

 

8.4.5 Women as Peacebuilders 

Women in many OIC countries play vital, though often unrecognized, roles in mediating 

disputes and maintaining social cohesion. The OIC should: 

 Implement the Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda within its framework. 

 Establish networks of female peacebuilders and mediators across regions. 

 Advocate for greater inclusion of women in formal peace processes and political 

transitions. 

Empowering women in peace efforts leads to more durable and inclusive solutions. 

 

8.4.6 Leveraging Religious and Cultural Tools for Peace 

Islamic teachings offer profound guidance on peace, forgiveness, and social justice. The OIC 

can utilize these teachings to: 

 Develop faith-based peace education programs in schools and communities. 

 Engage religious leaders to promote nonviolence, coexistence, and reconciliation. 

 Launch public awareness campaigns using media, art, and storytelling to counter 

extremism and foster unity. 

This spiritual and cultural dimension gives OIC peacebuilding a unique legitimacy and moral 

authority. 

 



8.4.7 Partnerships and Global Diplomacy for Peace 

To expand its peacebuilding influence, the OIC must deepen collaboration with: 

 United Nations Peacekeeping Operations 
 International NGOs specializing in conflict resolution 

 Regional blocs like ASEAN, African Union, and the Arab League 

These partnerships enhance the OIC’s multilateral engagement, help coordinate peace 

interventions, and amplify its diplomatic voice on global platforms. 

 

Conclusion 

Advancing peacebuilding and conflict resolution is not just a strategic opportunity for the 

OIC—it is a moral responsibility rooted in its foundational principles. By institutionalizing 

peace efforts, embracing diversity, empowering marginalized groups, and promoting Islamic 

values of justice and compassion, the OIC can emerge as a credible peacemaker in a world 

in desperate need of reconciliation. In doing so, it will fulfill its mission to be the unifying 

and healing force for the Muslim Ummah and humanity at large. 

  



8.5 Building a Knowledge-Based Islamic Economy 

In the 21st century, knowledge-based economies have emerged as engines of sustainable 

growth, innovation, and resilience. For the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 

transitioning towards a knowledge-based Islamic economy is not merely an economic 

imperative—it is a strategic opportunity to empower its member states, reduce poverty, and 

compete effectively in the global arena. This shift aligns with the principles of Islamic 

economics, which emphasize equity, ethics, productivity, and social justice. 

 

8.5.1 Defining a Knowledge-Based Islamic Economy 

A knowledge-based economy (KBE) is one in which the generation, dissemination, and 

use of knowledge become the primary driver of productivity, economic growth, and 

development. When grounded in Islamic values, it involves: 

 Ethical finance and investment (e.g., Shariah-compliant ventures) 

 Innovation and research that align with the public good 

 Education, skills, and human capital development 
 Technology-driven entrepreneurship with inclusive economic benefits 

Such a model encourages halal industries, tech innovation, and value creation rooted in 

ethical practices and spiritual responsibility. 

 

8.5.2 Investing in Human Capital and STEM Education 

At the core of any knowledge-based economy lies a robust investment in education and 

skills development. The OIC must prioritize: 

 Access to quality education, especially in science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM) 

 Promotion of Islamic research institutions and think tanks 

 Support for educational reforms that combine Islamic values with modern curricula 

 Increased female participation in science and technology 

Member countries like Malaysia, Turkey, and the UAE have already shown how strong 

educational systems can drive innovation and competitiveness. 

 

8.5.3 Strengthening Research, Innovation, and Technology 

The OIC can catalyze innovation by building a collaborative scientific ecosystem among its 

member states. This requires: 

 Establishing OIC-wide research funds and innovation grants 



 Creating innovation hubs, science parks, and incubators in member countries 

 Promoting cross-border research collaborations in health, agriculture, climate, and 

space 

 Supporting intellectual property laws and frameworks for commercialization 

By leveraging its demographic potential—particularly a large youth population—the OIC can 

emerge as a global center for ethical, high-impact innovation. 

 

8.5.4 Fostering Halal Industries and Islamic Fintech 

The global halal economy—comprising food, fashion, tourism, pharmaceuticals, and 

finance—is a multi-trillion-dollar industry. OIC members can harness this sector through: 

 Investment in halal certification standards and regulatory frameworks 

 Development of Islamic fintech platforms for inclusive digital finance 

 Enhancing cross-border halal trade within the OIC region 

 Promoting research and branding around halal lifestyle and consumption 

By integrating halal industries with knowledge-driven production, the OIC can claim a larger 

share of the global value chain. 

 

8.5.5 Digital Transformation and Smart Infrastructure 

Digital transformation is central to building a knowledge economy. The OIC should 

champion: 

 National strategies for digital literacy and inclusion 

 Public-private partnerships to expand broadband access and digital infrastructure 

 Development of AI, big data, and blockchain applications in governance, education, 

and health 

 Regional integration of smart cities and e-governance systems 

With strategic investments in digital innovation, OIC nations can modernize their economies 

and bridge the development gap with the industrialized world. 

 

8.5.6 Knowledge Sharing and Policy Integration Among Member States 

To ensure collective progress, the OIC should facilitate mechanisms for policy coordination 

and best practice sharing, including: 

 An OIC Knowledge Economy Observatory to monitor progress 

 Annual knowledge forums to promote collaboration between policymakers, 

academics, and industry 

 Joint education programs and scholarships across member states 



 Harmonization of intellectual property and innovation policies 

This would foster a shared innovation culture and ensure that no member state is left 

behind in the knowledge transition. 

 

Conclusion 

Building a knowledge-based Islamic economy is one of the most transformative opportunities 

facing the OIC. It aligns perfectly with Islamic teachings on learning, innovation, and social 

welfare. By investing in people, technology, halal industries, and ethical entrepreneurship, the 

OIC can shift from being a consumer of global innovation to a producer of knowledge and 

solutions. This paradigm shift will empower Muslim nations to not only achieve sustainable 

development but also shape the future of the global economy on moral, spiritual, and 

intellectual foundations. 

  



8.6 Leveraging Cultural Diplomacy and Media 

In an increasingly interconnected world, soft power—the ability to influence others through 

culture, values, and media—has become a critical tool in international relations. For the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), cultural diplomacy and media represent 

underutilized yet powerful avenues to foster mutual understanding, counter negative 

stereotypes, and promote a unified Islamic identity. By leveraging its rich and diverse 

cultural heritage, the OIC can enhance its global image and increase its influence on 

international platforms. 

 

8.6.1 Understanding Cultural Diplomacy in the OIC Context 

Cultural diplomacy is the use of cultural exchanges, arts, heritage, and values as a means of 

promoting mutual respect and international cooperation. In the OIC context, it can involve: 

 Promoting Islamic arts, literature, music, and traditions 

 Organizing interfaith dialogues and cultural exhibitions 

 Fostering people-to-people connections through education, tourism, and events 

 Strengthening cultural ties among member states and with non-member countries 

Cultural diplomacy allows the OIC to project a positive image of Islam, grounded in peace, 

diversity, and shared humanity. 

 

8.6.2 Combatting Islamophobia Through Media Representation 

One of the biggest challenges facing the Muslim world is the misrepresentation of Islam 

and Muslims in global media. The OIC can play a leading role by: 

 Creating and supporting international media outlets that reflect Islamic values 

 Investing in public diplomacy campaigns that challenge stereotypes 

 Engaging with Western media and academic institutions to promote balanced 

narratives 

 Encouraging Muslim media professionals and storytellers to tell their own stories 

By shaping the narrative, the OIC can reduce hostility, build bridges, and promote mutual 

respect between civilizations. 

 

8.6.3 Promoting Intercultural Exchange and Islamic Tourism 

The OIC has a unique opportunity to promote intercultural dialogue and tourism rooted in 

Islamic history and values. Key strategies include: 

 Launching Islamic heritage trails across member states 



 Supporting OIC cultural festivals, music tours, and book fairs 

 Encouraging student exchanges, academic partnerships, and language programs 

 Boosting halal tourism infrastructure and services 

These efforts will strengthen cultural appreciation while stimulating economic benefits 

through tourism and creative industries. 

 

8.6.4 Establishing Global Media Networks and Platforms 

To amplify its voice, the OIC needs robust and unified media platforms. This includes: 

 Building an OIC Media Alliance connecting broadcasters, journalists, and 

influencers 

 Establishing OIC news agencies and content platforms in multiple languages 

 Training Muslim journalists to adhere to international standards while representing 

Islamic perspectives 

 Supporting documentaries, films, and digital media that highlight Muslim 

contributions to global civilization 

These platforms would serve as vehicles for promoting truthful, ethical, and inclusive 

media narratives. 

 

8.6.5 Celebrating Islamic Contributions to Global Civilization 

The OIC can reshape global perceptions by highlighting the intellectual, scientific, and 

artistic legacy of Islamic civilization. Initiatives might include: 

 Creating educational campaigns about historic Muslim scholars, scientists, and 

innovators 

 Collaborating with museums and universities to showcase Islamic achievements 

 Publishing multilingual digital content on the golden age of Islam 

 Honoring contemporary Muslim figures contributing to science, peace, arts, and 

humanitarianism 

This reasserts the Islamic world’s historical and ongoing role in shaping global progress and 

knowledge. 

 

8.6.6 Enhancing Cultural Unity Among Member States 

Despite their diversity, OIC member states share core values, traditions, and religious 

foundations. Strengthening this unity is essential for identity-building and political cohesion. 

Actions may include: 

 Organizing annual OIC cultural summits 



 Establishing cultural councils and youth forums 

 Promoting Arabic, Turkish, Urdu, Malay, and other Islamic languages 

 Creating OIC-wide educational curricula to reflect shared heritage and values 

Such efforts can enhance intercultural respect, solidarity, and mutual pride, fostering a 

collective Muslim identity. 

 

Conclusion 

Cultural diplomacy and media are essential pillars of the OIC’s global strategy in the 21st 

century. By projecting a unified and positive image of the Muslim world, promoting mutual 

understanding, and fostering creativity, the OIC can elevate its influence far beyond 

conventional political tools. Through thoughtful investment in culture, communication, and 

collaboration, the OIC can serve as a bridge-builder among civilizations and a beacon of 

ethical engagement and global harmony. 

  



Chapter 9: Threats – Internal and External 

Challenges 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), as a collective of 57 Muslim-majority 

nations, faces numerous threats that challenge its cohesion, relevance, and operational 

success. These threats arise both from internal fragmentation and external geopolitical, 

economic, and ideological forces. Understanding and addressing these threats is essential to 

strengthening the OIC’s role as a unifying platform for the Muslim world. 

 

9.1 Internal Fragmentation and Political Disunity 

One of the most critical internal threats to the OIC is the lack of political unity among its 

member states. Despite shared religious identity, member countries often have: 

 Diverging political ideologies (monarchies, republics, theocracies) 

 Conflicting foreign policy priorities (e.g., alliances with rival global powers) 

 Ongoing bilateral disputes and proxy conflicts (e.g., Gulf tensions, border disputes) 

These differences undermine collective decision-making and lead to weak enforcement of 

resolutions, ultimately reducing the OIC’s influence on global affairs. 

 

9.2 Rise of Sectarianism and Extremism 

Sectarian divides, particularly between Sunni and Shia communities, have severely hindered 

OIC’s unity and effectiveness. The politicization of sectarian identity has led to: 

 Proxy wars and regional conflicts (e.g., Syria, Yemen) 

 Alienation of minority sects or non-mainstream groups 

 Reluctance to address intra-Muslim persecution 

Additionally, the global rise of violent extremism in the name of Islam has negatively 

impacted the OIC’s image and created internal security dilemmas that demand united, 

strategic responses. 

 

9.3 Global Geopolitical Pressures and Rivalries 

The OIC operates within a complex global geopolitical framework that often limits its 

autonomy and maneuverability. Major threats include: 

 Pressure from global superpowers with competing agendas in the Muslim world 

 Military interventions and occupations in OIC member countries 

 Marginalization in global decision-making bodies like the UN Security Council 



 Foreign policy interference in internal affairs of weaker member states 

These external forces often exploit internal divisions, reducing the OIC’s leverage in global 

diplomacy. 

 

9.4 Economic Disparities Among Member States 

Despite immense natural and financial resources, OIC countries exhibit stark economic 

inequalities, ranging from wealthy oil-rich Gulf nations to underdeveloped and debt-ridden 

countries in Africa and Asia. These disparities result in: 

 Unequal influence in OIC decision-making 

 Dependence on donor nations within the bloc 

 Inadequate resource allocation for common projects 

 Tensions in trade agreements and aid distribution 

Without equitable economic strategies, the unity and inclusiveness of the OIC remain under 

constant strain. 

 

9.5 Perception of Ineffectiveness and Irrelevance 

The OIC’s inability to act decisively on major Muslim crises—such as the Rohingya, 

Kashmir, Palestine, or Uighur issues—has led to: 

 Erosion of public trust among Muslims worldwide 

 Criticism from civil society and scholars 
 Diminished credibility on international platforms 

 Low youth engagement and intellectual disconnect 

A perceived gap between rhetoric and reality threatens to relegate the OIC to a symbolic 

rather than impactful role. 

 

9.6 Islamophobia and Negative Stereotyping 

The global rise of Islamophobia, anti-Muslim policies, and discriminatory rhetoric in media 

and politics poses a severe external threat. Impacts include: 

 Alienation and marginalization of Muslim communities 

 Increased hate crimes and policy bias 
 Negative international portrayal of Islamic values and institutions 

 Challenges to religious freedoms and identity 



The OIC must work proactively to counter misperceptions and advocate for global 

tolerance and understanding. 

 

Conclusion 

The OIC stands at a critical juncture, threatened by both internal discord and external 

opposition. Its success in navigating these challenges will depend on its ability to promote 

unity, reform institutional practices, leverage its resources strategically, and engage 

meaningfully with the global community. Addressing these threats is not only essential for 

the OIC’s survival but also for the future solidarity and prosperity of the Muslim world. 

 

  



9.1 Geopolitical Conflicts Between Member States 

One of the most pressing internal threats to the cohesion and effectiveness of the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the ongoing geopolitical conflicts between its 

own member states. While the OIC was established to promote solidarity and collaboration 

among Muslim nations, deep-rooted rivalries, territorial disputes, and competing 

political ambitions have significantly impeded its objectives. 

 

1. Bilateral Disputes and Regional Tensions 

Numerous member states are embroiled in territorial and political disputes, such as: 

 Iran vs. Saudi Arabia: A longstanding rivalry based on sectarian, geopolitical, and 

ideological differences that influences proxy conflicts across the Middle East (e.g., 

Yemen, Syria, Lebanon). 

 Pakistan vs. Bangladesh (historically): While relations have improved, the legacy of 

the 1971 war and differing political alignments remain points of sensitivity. 

 Azerbaijan vs. Armenia: Though Armenia is not an OIC member, OIC member 

Azerbaijan’s conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh has impacted regional unity and 

required collective positions. 

 Qatar diplomatic crisis (2017-2021): The blockade imposed by several OIC 

members (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Egypt) against Qatar showcased internal 

fragmentation and weakened collaborative trust. 

These disputes reduce trust among member states, making it difficult to adopt joint stances 

or implement unified policies. 

 

2. Proxy Wars and Military Interventions 

Several OIC nations are involved in proxy wars or support opposing sides in regional 

conflicts, further deepening divisions. Examples include: 

 Syria conflict: OIC members support opposing factions, exacerbating the conflict 

rather than mediating peace. 

 Libya civil war: Competing interests from OIC countries back rival governments and 

militias. 

 Yemen crisis: Seen as a proxy battleground between Sunni and Shia blocs within the 

OIC. 

Instead of acting as mediators, OIC members are often direct or indirect parties to conflicts, 

reducing the organization’s neutrality and effectiveness in conflict resolution. 

 

3. Divergent Foreign Alliances and Policies 



Many OIC members align with different global powers—such as the U.S., Russia, China, or 

the European Union—leading to conflicting foreign policy interests within the organization. 

For instance: 

 Some members have strong military ties with NATO, while others are aligned with 

Russia or China, creating geopolitical rifts. 

 Disparate stances on Israel or relations with Western powers often result in 

inconsistent voting and policy decisions in international forums. 

These foreign alignments undermine unity and weaken the OIC’s ability to speak with one 

collective voice on international issues. 

 

4. Impacts on Decision-Making and Unity 

Geopolitical conflicts contribute to: 

 Paralysis in decision-making: Important resolutions are often delayed, diluted, or 

avoided to prevent offending certain states. 

 Inconsistent enforcement: The lack of enforcement mechanisms is exacerbated by 

internal divisions, reducing the authority of OIC resolutions. 

 Erosion of public confidence: Muslims around the world increasingly view the OIC 

as ineffective in defending their interests due to its internal dysfunction. 

 

5. Missed Opportunities for Mediation and Solidarity 

Internal conflicts also mean missed opportunities to mediate, resolve disputes, and 

showcase Islamic solidarity. When member states choose confrontation over collaboration, 

the OIC loses its moral authority and diplomatic relevance. 

Instead of fulfilling its charter’s call for unity and mutual respect, the organization is often 

perceived as a platform for rhetoric rather than action. 

 

Conclusion 

The existence of geopolitical conflicts among OIC members is a foundational challenge 

that hampers its effectiveness as a unified Islamic bloc. Without a serious commitment to 

conflict resolution, dialogue, and reconciliation, the OIC risks further decline in credibility 

and cohesion. Addressing these internal tensions must become a strategic priority for any 

meaningful progress in its global mission. 

 

  



9.2 Rise of Extremism and Misrepresentation of Islam 

One of the most critical threats facing the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the 

rise of extremism and the global misrepresentation of Islam. These challenges not only 

endanger peace and stability within OIC member states but also distort the true image of 

Islam, creating significant hurdles for diplomatic, cultural, and interfaith engagement. 

 

1. Emergence of Extremist Ideologies 

In recent decades, various extremist groups have emerged across parts of the Muslim world, 

claiming to represent Islamic principles while engaging in violence, terrorism, and 

intolerance. These groups include: 

 Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and their affiliates. 

 Boko Haram in Nigeria. 

 Al-Shabaab in Somalia. 

 Taliban (especially during its earlier rule). 

Such organizations exploit political instability, poverty, and grievances to recruit 

followers, using religious rhetoric to justify their actions. This has led to widespread 

suffering, displacement, and destruction, particularly in regions like Syria, Iraq, 

Afghanistan, Yemen, and parts of Africa. 

 

2. Distortion of Islamic Teachings 

Extremist groups manipulate Quranic texts and Hadiths to serve their radical agendas, 

contradicting the core Islamic values of compassion, justice, peace, and tolerance. The 

global media often amplifies these distorted narratives, resulting in: 

 Islam being equated with terrorism in the public eye. 

 Misunderstanding and fear among non-Muslim societies. 

 Internal confusion and frustration among Muslim youth. 

This misrepresentation fuels Islamophobia, damages interfaith relations, and isolates Muslim 

communities globally. 

 

3. Weak Response Mechanisms within the OIC 

Despite the scale of the problem, the OIC has been slow and inconsistent in responding to 

extremism: 

 Condemnations are often issued, but lack of follow-up actions makes them 

ineffective. 



 There is no unified, strategic framework among member states to counter 

radicalization, particularly in online spaces. 

 Efforts in religious education reform and community engagement remain 

fragmented. 

This undermines the OIC’s credibility and limits its capacity to protect Islam’s image 

internationally. 

 

4. Impact on Global Muslim Communities 

The rise of extremism has had a profound impact on Muslim minorities and diaspora 

populations: 

 Increased surveillance and discrimination in Western countries. 

 Travel restrictions and visa bans targeting Muslim-majority countries. 

 Attacks on mosques, Islamic centers, and individuals—fueled by fear and 

misinformation. 

The OIC has a responsibility to advocate for the rights of Muslims, but its perceived 

inaction contributes to the erosion of trust among the global Muslim population. 

 

5. Media Warfare and Narrative Control 

In the digital age, media platforms and social networks have become major battlegrounds 

where extremist voices often gain disproportionate attention. Meanwhile, moderate Muslim 

voices and scholars lack the visibility and coordinated support to: 

 Spread authentic Islamic teachings. 

 Promote interfaith harmony and peacebuilding. 

 Challenge hate speech and radical propaganda effectively. 

The OIC has yet to harness the full potential of modern media to correct misconceptions and 

champion Islamic values worldwide. 

 

6. Need for Strategic Counter-Extremism Programs 

To address these challenges, the OIC and its member states must: 

 Establish and support counter-extremism centers, such as the Sawab Center or 

Hedayah. 

 Promote moderate scholars and preachers through online platforms. 

 Invest in educational reform that emphasizes critical thinking, diversity, and peace. 

 Collaborate with international partners to monitor and counter radical content online. 



 Encourage youth engagement, employment, and entrepreneurship to reduce 

susceptibility to extremist recruitment. 

 

Conclusion 

The rise of extremism and the misrepresentation of Islam represent a dual internal and 

external threat to the mission and reputation of the OIC. Only through proactive 

engagement, unified condemnation, and robust educational and media strategies can the 

OIC reclaim its role as the defender of Islamic values and the voice of peace and justice in the 

modern world. 

 
  



9.3 Economic Disparities and Underdevelopment 

A major structural threat to the effectiveness and unity of the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) is the persistent economic disparity and underdevelopment among its 

member states. While some OIC countries are economically powerful and resource-rich, 

many others suffer from chronic poverty, weak infrastructure, and socio-economic instability. 

 

1. Wide Economic Gaps Among Member States 

The OIC includes countries with vast wealth and development like Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 

and the UAE, alongside nations facing severe economic hardships such as Somalia, Chad, 

Sudan, Yemen, and Afghanistan. This economic imbalance is evident in: 

 GDP per capita differentials that range from over $70,000 in some Gulf nations to 

less than $1,000 in the poorest OIC members. 

 Unequal access to education, healthcare, and technology, affecting long-term 

development. 

 Differences in industrialization levels, ranging from advanced financial hubs to 

primarily agrarian economies. 

These disparities hinder the formation of coherent economic policies and result in unequal 

influence within the OIC framework. 

 

2. High Dependency on External Economies 

Many OIC member states rely heavily on: 

 Oil and gas exports (which are vulnerable to global price fluctuations). 

 Foreign aid and loans, primarily from non-OIC countries or international financial 

institutions like the IMF and World Bank. 

 Import of manufactured goods, rather than developing local industries. 

This economic dependency reduces sovereignty and bargaining power, leaving some 

members vulnerable to political pressure and conditional aid that may contradict OIC 

principles. 

 

3. Poor Intra-OIC Economic Integration 

Despite sharing religious, cultural, and historical ties, intra-OIC trade remains 

disappointingly low. Challenges include: 

 Lack of a common market or customs union. 

 Tariff and non-tariff trade barriers. 



 Weak infrastructure connecting member states. 

 Limited awareness of trade opportunities within the OIC. 

This failure to foster economic cooperation and regional integration has slowed down 

collective growth and undermined economic solidarity. 

 

4. Youth Unemployment and Brain Drain 

Many OIC countries suffer from high youth unemployment rates, which lead to: 

 Economic frustration and political unrest. 

 A rise in illegal migration and human trafficking. 

 A significant brain drain, as educated individuals seek better opportunities abroad. 

This not only weakens the domestic workforce but also wastes human capital that could 

contribute to Islamic economic development and innovation. 

 

5. Infrastructure and Institutional Weaknesses 

Underdeveloped OIC member states often face: 

 Poor transportation and energy infrastructure. 

 Weak governance and corruption. 

 Limited access to capital and modern financial services. 

 Low investment in education and technology. 

These structural issues perpetuate cycles of poverty and make sustainable development 

difficult to achieve without coordinated intervention. 

 

6. Limited Strategic Use of Collective Wealth 

Despite vast resources in oil, minerals, and sovereign wealth funds among richer members, 

there is a lack of strategic financial mechanisms within the OIC to: 

 Support development projects in poorer member states. 

 Build Islamic financial institutions for shared growth. 

 Promote equitable investment flows across regions. 

A coordinated economic vision could help elevate the collective status of Muslim nations 

globally, but the absence of unified planning and implementation remains a challenge. 

 

Conclusion 



Economic disparity and underdevelopment threaten the cohesion, stability, and credibility 

of the OIC. Bridging these gaps through regional cooperation, knowledge-sharing, Islamic 

finance, and targeted development programs is essential to achieving the organization's 

goals of unity and prosperity. Without addressing these fundamental economic issues, the 

OIC risks becoming a divided body with limited global influence. 

 
  



9.4 External Pressures from Global Superpowers 

One of the most persistent threats facing the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the 

external pressure exerted by global superpowers. These pressures often influence the 

OIC’s decision-making, limit its autonomy, and undermine its unity. The member states, due 

to their geopolitical significance, economic dependencies, and internal divisions, often 

become vulnerable to foreign interference and manipulation. 

 

1. Strategic Interests of Global Superpowers in the Muslim World 

The geopolitical positioning and resource wealth of many OIC countries attract the strategic 

attention of superpowers such as the United States, China, Russia, and the European 

Union. These interests include: 

 Access to oil and natural gas reserves in the Middle East and Central Asia. 

 Strategic military positioning in key regions (e.g., U.S. bases in the Gulf, Russia’s 

presence in Syria). 

 Control over trade routes and maritime corridors, such as the Strait of Hormuz and 

the Suez Canal. 

 Counterterrorism efforts that often become pretexts for prolonged military or 

intelligence operations. 

These geopolitical objectives often translate into diplomatic, economic, or military 

interventions that complicate the OIC’s internal cohesion. 

 

2. Diplomatic Influence and Political Alignments 

Global powers exert pressure through: 

 Bilateral alliances with influential OIC member states. 

 Diplomatic lobbying to shape OIC statements and resolutions. 

 Support for or opposition to leadership regimes, depending on alignment with 

Western or Eastern interests. 

This often results in political polarization within the OIC, with members aligning 

themselves according to superpower affiliations, thereby weakening collective consensus and 

action. 

 

3. Use of Sanctions and Economic Leverage 

Several OIC countries have experienced sanctions, economic embargoes, or conditional 

financial aid, including: 



 Iran, facing decades of U.S. sanctions. 

 Sudan and Syria, subjected to Western restrictions. 

 Turkey and Pakistan, navigating conditional ties with NATO and IMF. 

These external economic pressures force countries to make national decisions over 

collective Islamic interests, creating discord within the OIC. 

 

4. Influence on Conflict and Instability 

Many conflicts within the Muslim world — such as in Palestine, Syria, Yemen, Libya, and 

Afghanistan — have seen direct or indirect involvement from global powers. Their strategic 

goals often clash with regional peace efforts: 

 Proxy wars and arms support escalate regional instability. 

 Foreign interventions undermine national sovereignty. 

 Peace processes are sometimes designed without OIC representation, limiting its 

global relevance. 

These dynamics reduce the OIC’s credibility as a peace-building entity and leave it reactive 

rather than proactive in major crises. 

 

5. Manipulation of Media and Public Perception 

Global media, often dominated by Western outlets, significantly shapes international 

narratives. This affects the OIC in various ways: 

 Underreporting of Muslim causes and humanitarian crises. 

 Promotion of Islamophobic narratives, influencing global opinion. 

 Discrediting of OIC statements through selective framing or omission. 

As a result, the OIC struggles to assert its perspective in global discourse, further 

exacerbated by its own limited media infrastructure. 

 

6. Divide-and-Rule Tactics and Sectarian Exploitation 

Superpowers have historically exploited sectarian, ethnic, and ideological differences 

within the Muslim world to: 

 Weaken unity among OIC states (e.g., Sunni-Shia divisions). 

 Encourage rival blocs and regional alliances (e.g., Gulf Cooperation Council vs. 

Iran-backed groups). 

 Promote interference in domestic politics under the guise of democracy or security. 



Such tactics hinder cooperation and erode the collective political will necessary for 

meaningful reform or unified positions within the OIC. 

 

Conclusion 

External pressures from global superpowers pose a serious threat to the autonomy, 

credibility, and unity of the OIC. While individual member states navigate their own 

national interests, the OIC must find a way to balance diplomacy with independence, 

reduce economic dependency, and strengthen internal mechanisms for collective decision-

making. Only through a unified front can the organization withstand foreign interference and 

assert its rightful role on the global stage. 

  



9.5 Global Islamophobia and Anti-Muslim Policies 

Islamophobia and anti-Muslim sentiment have been rising globally in recent years, posing a 

significant challenge to the OIC’s mission to protect and promote the rights of Muslims 

worldwide. This threat is not only a social or cultural issue but also has profound diplomatic, 

economic, and security implications for the OIC and its member states. 

 

1. Growing Anti-Muslim Sentiment in Western Societies 

Islamophobia has become increasingly visible in Western media, political rhetoric, and 

public discourse, with Muslims often depicted as a threat to national security or societal 

values. This narrative has been exacerbated by: 

 Terrorism-related fears: The global fight against terrorism has often been framed in 

a way that associates Islam with extremism, leading to a widespread generalization of 

Muslims. 

 Stereotyping and prejudice: Muslims are frequently portrayed as outsiders or 

enemies within, leading to discrimination in employment, education, and social 

interactions. 

 Hate crimes: Many OIC members’ nationals, particularly those living in the West, 

face rising attacks on mosques, Islamic centers, and Muslim communities. 

This pervasive Islamophobia contributes to a toxic environment where the OIC’s efforts to 

represent Muslim interests in global forums are increasingly undermined. 

 

2. Government Policies Targeting Muslims 

Governments, particularly in Europe and North America, have implemented policies that 

disproportionately affect Muslim communities. These include: 

 Surveillance and Profiling: Muslim-majority communities are increasingly targeted 

by counterterrorism surveillance programs, often without evidence or cause. 

 Bans on Islamic Symbols: Countries like France have passed laws banning 

headscarves, niqabs, and other religious symbols in public spaces, undermining the 

rights of Muslim women to express their faith. 

 Immigration Restrictions: Several Western nations have adopted policies that limit 

or outright ban Muslim immigrants under the guise of national security concerns. 

This includes the U.S. "Muslim ban" and European migration restrictions that 

disproportionately affect Muslim-majority countries. 

Such policies harm the integrity and rights of Muslims, weakening the OIC’s efforts to 

protect Muslim minorities in non-OIC nations. 

 



3. Challenges to Religious Freedom 

Muslim communities around the world face increasing attacks on religious freedom, both 

within and outside of Muslim-majority countries. These include: 

 Restrictions on Islamic practices: In some Western countries, the building of 

mosques and the practice of Ramadan have been met with resistance and outright 

bans. 

 Desecration of Islamic symbols: Instances of Quran desecration, anti-Muslim 

protests, and disrespect for Islamic customs have fueled tensions. 

 Forced religious assimilation: Some countries have imposed secular laws on 

religious practices, undermining the ability of Muslims to freely practice their faith. 

The OIC has often criticized these actions but has struggled to enforce significant global 

pressure on the offending states. 

 

4. Anti-Muslim Legislation in Key Countries 

Islamophobic sentiments have been translated into legislation in several countries, leading to 

systemic discrimination. Examples include: 

 Hate speech laws: While aimed at preventing violence, these laws have sometimes 

been used to criminalize Muslim leaders, activists, and critics of Islamophobia. 

 Prohibition on Islamic practices: Some countries have enacted laws to restrict the 

building of minarets or the broadcasting of the Adhan (call to prayer), further 

isolating Muslim communities. 

 Islamic extremism bills: Certain states have passed anti-extremism legislation that 

disproportionately targets Muslim youth, often leading to a negative portrayal of 

Islam as inherently radical. 

These legal challenges contribute to dehumanization and marginalization of Muslims, 

making it harder for the OIC to foster solidarity and cultural cohesion globally. 

 

5. Media and Online Platforms Fueling Islamophobia 

In the era of digital communication, social media platforms, blogs, and news outlets have 

become breeding grounds for Islamophobic rhetoric. The spread of misinformation, hate 

speech, and biased narratives about Islam and Muslims is rampant: 

 Fake news: Stories of Muslim extremism, violence linked to Islam, and distorted 

portrayals of Muslim communities can quickly go viral, reinforcing negative 

stereotypes. 

 Hate speech: Social media giants often fail to control the propagation of hate 

speech, which has led to calls for more stringent regulations on online platforms. 



 Islamophobic hashtags and campaigns**: Movements like #BanIslam, 

#MuslimBan, and #StopIslam proliferate online, exacerbating fears and fueling 

discrimination against Muslims. 

The OIC’s efforts to combat Islamophobia are often hampered by the lack of regulation 

and accountability on these platforms, making it difficult to challenge the narratives 

shaping public perception. 

 

6. OIC’s Response and Initiatives 

In response to the rising tide of global Islamophobia, the OIC has attempted several 

initiatives aimed at countering these challenges: 

 Global Conference on Islamophobia: The OIC has organized several global 

summits to address Islamophobic rhetoric, promote interfaith dialogue, and call for 

legal protection of Muslim communities. 

 Public Diplomacy Campaigns: The OIC has tried to use media outlets, social 

media platforms, and collaborations with global organizations to raise awareness 

about the dangers of anti-Muslim hate and discrimination. 

 Coalition Building: The OIC has worked with civil society organizations, human 

rights groups, and Muslim advocacy groups to combat anti-Muslim policies 

through legal channels, international diplomacy, and lobbying. 

However, these efforts have often been limited by the lack of binding authority and the 

political interests of powerful global actors who may not prioritize the fight against 

Islamophobia. 

 

Conclusion 

Islamophobia and anti-Muslim policies represent an ongoing external threat to the OIC’s 

objectives of safeguarding Muslim rights and promoting a unified Muslim identity. While the 

OIC has made some efforts to advocate for Muslim communities, the global rise of 

Islamophobic sentiment, discriminatory policies, and media bias continue to undermine 

these initiatives. To counter this threat, the OIC must focus on strengthening diplomatic 

alliances, mobilizing public awareness, and empowering its institutions to more 

effectively challenge Islamophobic narratives in global forums. 

 
  



9.6 Climate Change and Resource Scarcity 

Climate change and the resulting resource scarcity pose significant threats to the OIC’s 

member states, many of which are already vulnerable due to their reliance on natural 

resources, geographic location, and economic structure. This section explores the profound 

impact of climate change on the OIC’s ability to achieve its goals, particularly in terms of 

economic stability, political cohesion, and humanitarian welfare. 

 

1. Impact of Climate Change on OIC Member States 

Many OIC member states, particularly those in the Middle East, North Africa, and parts of 

Asia, are heavily impacted by climate change due to their arid climates, water scarcity, and 

dependence on agriculture. Some of the key consequences include: 

 Increased heatwaves and droughts: Extreme temperatures and prolonged periods of 

drought are becoming more frequent, leading to significant water shortages, especially 

in regions like the Arabian Peninsula and parts of Central Asia. 

 Decreased agricultural productivity: Changes in temperature and rainfall patterns 

are affecting crop yields, further stressing economies that rely heavily on agriculture, 

such as Pakistan, Egypt, and parts of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Sea level rise: Coastal areas in Bangladesh, Indonesia, and parts of the Middle East 

are particularly vulnerable to rising sea levels, which threaten infrastructure, 

livelihoods, and food security. 

 Desertification: Areas of North Africa and the Sahel region are experiencing 

desertification, leading to loss of arable land and reducing the availability of resources 

that communities rely on for survival. 

 

2. Resource Scarcity and Economic Impact 

Climate change is exacerbating resource scarcity in many OIC member states, which has 

critical implications for both economic development and geopolitical stability. The key 

resources affected include: 

 Water scarcity: Many OIC countries, such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar, 

already face water stress, and the intensifying climate change threatens to worsen 

water availability. This affects agriculture, daily life, and industrial production, 

making these nations more dependent on desalination technologies and imported 

water. 

 Energy resources: While many OIC members are rich in fossil fuels like oil and gas, 

the impacts of climate change are pushing the global economy toward renewable 

energy sources. Countries such as Saudi Arabia and UAE are attempting to 

diversify their energy sectors, but their reliance on oil revenues still dominates, 

leaving them vulnerable to fluctuations in global energy markets. 

 Food insecurity: Due to the impact on crops, livestock production, and food 

systems, the OIC faces increasing challenges to ensure food security. Countries such 



as Yemen, Sudan, and Afghanistan are already suffering from food shortages, and 

climate change will worsen this situation by making agricultural production more 

unpredictable. 

 

3. Vulnerability of Conflict Zones 

Many OIC member states are located in conflict-prone regions where climate change 

compounds existing political instability. In these areas, the scarcity of resources, especially 

water and arable land, exacerbates tensions, and can fuel further conflict: 

 Water disputes: Countries like Egypt and Ethiopia have long-standing tensions over 

water rights to the Nile River, which is likely to worsen due to climate change. 

Likewise, countries sharing the Tigris-Euphrates basin, such as Syria, Turkey, and 

Iraq, face disputes over water distribution that climate change could intensify. 

 Food and resource-driven conflict: In areas like Syria, Yemen, and the Sahel, 

climate-induced resource scarcity has already contributed to civil unrest, and as 

resources become scarcer, these conflicts could deepen. Climate-driven displacement 

further exacerbates these tensions. 

 

4. Migration and Displacement 

One of the most pressing challenges for OIC member states is the growing issue of climate-

induced migration. Many OIC countries are already dealing with substantial numbers of 

refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), and climate change is expected to worsen 

the displacement crisis in the following ways: 

 Climate refugees: Rising sea levels, water shortages, and food insecurity will force 

millions of people to migrate from rural, agriculturally dependent areas to urban 

centers or across borders. Countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Mauritania will 

face increasing numbers of climate refugees, straining their resources and social 

infrastructures. 

 Internal displacement: As climate change exacerbates the availability of food and 

water, populations within the OIC states may move from rural areas to urban centers, 

leading to overcrowded cities, underdeveloped infrastructure, and social instability. 

 

5. OIC’s Role in Addressing Climate Change 

The OIC has recognized the importance of addressing climate change as part of its broader 

objectives of fostering sustainable development and protecting human rights. The 

organization has undertaken various initiatives, but its efforts have been hindered by 

financial, political, and logistical challenges: 

 OIC Action Plan for Climate Change: The OIC adopted a Climate Action Plan to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and address the vulnerabilities of its member states. 



However, this plan's implementation has faced obstacles due to limited funding, lack 

of coordination among member states, and competing interests. 

 Coordination with international organizations: The OIC has cooperated with 

organizations such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and Green Climate Fund (GCF) to secure support for climate 

resilience projects in vulnerable OIC countries. 

 Renewable energy and technology transfer: Some OIC member states, particularly 

the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) nations, have made significant investments in 

renewable energy technologies, such as solar power. The OIC is working to expand 

technology transfer and cooperation on energy transition, particularly for less-

developed nations. 

 

6. Recommendations for OIC Action 

To mitigate the impacts of climate change and resource scarcity, the OIC must take a more 

proactive and coordinated approach: 

 Enhanced climate resilience: The OIC should work to build climate resilience 

through investment in infrastructure and technology that can help member states adapt 

to changing climatic conditions. This includes desalination projects, water 

conservation, and sustainable agricultural techniques. 

 Financial support for climate adaptation: Given the economic limitations of some 

member states, the OIC should advocate for increased funding for climate 

adaptation projects, especially for the least developed and most vulnerable 

countries. 

 Regional cooperation: The OIC must encourage greater regional cooperation on 

water management, energy production, and climate-related disaster response. This 

could include joint projects on shared natural resources and establishing regional 

climate cooperation frameworks. 

 Leveraging partnerships with global institutions: The OIC should build stronger 

partnerships with international organizations like the World Bank, UNDP, and 

private-sector investors to scale up its climate actions, securing funding, technology, 

and expertise. 

 Climate justice and advocacy: The OIC should continue to advocate for climate 

justice at global forums, ensuring that the needs of developing countries are 

prioritized in international climate agreements and financial mechanisms. 

 

Conclusion 

The threat of climate change and resource scarcity is one of the most pressing challenges 

facing the OIC and its member states. While the organization has taken steps to address 

climate-related issues, the impacts of climate change continue to hinder economic 

development, political stability, and social welfare. To combat this threat, the OIC must 

enhance regional cooperation, increase financial investments, and advocate for climate 

justice to protect the most vulnerable populations within the Muslim world. 



Chapter 10: Strategic Recommendations and Future 

Path 

In light of the findings from the SWOT analysis of the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC), this chapter presents strategic recommendations aimed at 

strengthening the OIC’s role on the global stage. The OIC faces both significant challenges 

and remarkable opportunities. To fully leverage its strengths, address its weaknesses, seize 

its opportunities, and mitigate its threats, the following strategic recommendations are 

proposed to guide the OIC's future direction: 

 

10.1 Strengthening Political and Diplomatic Influence 

1.1 Unified Policy and Action Framework 

 Recommendation: Develop a comprehensive policy and action framework that 

aligns the OIC’s diverse member states under a common set of goals, especially in 

areas such as conflict resolution, diplomatic mediation, and human rights advocacy. 

This framework should prioritize collective action on pressing issues like the 

Palestinian cause, Syria, and Yemen, while minimizing internal divisions. 

 Justification: A unified approach will amplify the OIC's voice and diplomatic weight 

on the global stage, particularly in the UN and other international bodies. 

1.2 Strengthen Political Dialogue Platforms 

 Recommendation: Establish permanent political dialogue platforms within the 

OIC to ensure ongoing communication and mediation among member states. These 

platforms would focus on resolving conflicts, preventing tensions, and fostering 

regional stability. 

 Justification: Strengthening internal dialogue will reduce the negative impact of 

sectarianism and geopolitical rivalries, improving the overall cohesiveness of the 

organization. 

1.3 Expanding Relations with Major Powers 

 Recommendation: Proactively engage with global superpowers such as the United 

States, China, and the European Union, emphasizing the OIC’s potential to serve as 

a key partner in addressing global issues such as terrorism, climate change, and 

economic development. 

 Justification: By positioning the OIC as a relevant and strategic partner, it can exert 

greater influence on the global policy agenda, particularly in areas where Muslim-

majority countries are disproportionately affected. 

 

10.2 Enhancing Economic and Developmental Cooperation 



2.1 Boost Intra-OIC Trade and Economic Integration 

 Recommendation: Implement a unified trade and economic integration strategy 

that facilitates smoother trade relations between member states, reduces tariff barriers, 

and fosters investment in key sectors like infrastructure, agriculture, and 

technology. 

 Justification: This will strengthen intra-OIC economic cooperation, foster growth in 

developing member states, and reduce dependency on external actors. 

2.2 Invest in Innovation and Technology 

 Recommendation: Increase the OIC’s investment in innovation and technological 

solutions, focusing on areas like FinTech, renewable energy, and digital 

infrastructure. Create regional innovation hubs to support startups and SMEs. 

 Justification: By focusing on technology and innovation, the OIC can diversify its 

economies, enhance competitiveness, and improve the living standards of its citizens. 

2.3 Sustainable Resource Management and Diversification 

 Recommendation: Develop regional cooperation frameworks for the sustainable 

management of resources, particularly water, energy, and agriculture. OIC member 

states with abundant natural resources should invest in renewable energy and 

sustainable farming techniques. 

 Justification: This will help OIC countries reduce their reliance on fossil fuels, 

mitigate environmental risks, and increase energy security in the region. 

 

10.3 Strengthening Religious, Cultural, and Educational Unity 

3.1 Advancing Educational and Cultural Cooperation 

 Recommendation: Establish OIC-wide scholarships, research grants, and cultural 

exchange programs to promote educational and cultural ties among member states. 

Develop collaborative programs in Islamic studies, engineering, science, and 

technology. 

 Justification: Strengthening educational and cultural cooperation will build a 

stronger, more unified identity within the OIC, while preparing future generations to 

meet modern challenges. 

3.2 Protecting Islamic Heritage 

 Recommendation: Establish a centralized, well-funded initiative dedicated to the 

protection, preservation, and promotion of Islamic heritage and holy sites across the 

member states. This could include efforts to digitize historical manuscripts, restore 

religious sites, and support the Waqf system. 

 Justification: Protecting the Islamic heritage enhances global respect for the OIC's 

role and enriches the identity of the Muslim world. 

3.3 Promoting Religious Tolerance and Combatting Islamophobia 



 Recommendation: Increase efforts to counter Islamophobia by engaging in global 

media campaigns, collaborating with other faith-based organizations, and fostering 

interfaith dialogues. 

 Justification: Promoting religious tolerance and addressing Islamophobia will 

contribute to peacebuilding efforts globally, improving the image and diplomatic 

standing of OIC member states. 

 

10.4 Addressing Organizational and Institutional Challenges 

4.1 Institutional Reform and Capacity Building 

 Recommendation: Undertake comprehensive institutional reforms within the OIC, 

focusing on improving operational efficiency, reducing bureaucracy, and 

enhancing the capacity of its various organs. This includes restructuring the OIC 

Secretariat to streamline decision-making processes. 

 Justification: Improving internal efficiency will enhance the OIC's ability to respond 

to member states' needs more swiftly and effectively. 

4.2 Strengthening Enforcement Mechanisms 

 Recommendation: Create binding agreements that compel member states to adhere 

to agreed-upon goals and policies, especially in areas such as human rights, conflict 

resolution, and economic cooperation. 

 Justification: Stronger enforcement mechanisms will prevent delays in implementing 

critical projects and help ensure that OIC resolutions are more than just symbolic 

gestures. 

 

10.5 Leveraging Technological Advancements and Digital Transformation 

5.1 Digital Integration Across Member States 

 Recommendation: Establish a comprehensive digital strategy for the OIC, focusing 

on the integration of smart technology, e-governance, and digital finance across 

member states. 

 Justification: Digital integration will foster more efficient governance, increase 

financial inclusion, and enable OIC countries to become more competitive in the 

global economy. 

5.2 Promoting Data Sharing and Research Collaboration 

 Recommendation: Facilitate cross-border data sharing and research collaboration 

in key fields such as climate change, health, education, and economic 

development. Encourage joint initiatives in scientific research and technology 

transfer among member states. 

 Justification: Leveraging collective knowledge and data will help OIC countries 

address common challenges more effectively, fostering innovation and development. 



 

10.6 Strengthening Humanitarian and Crisis Response Mechanisms 

6.1 Establish a Unified Humanitarian Framework 

 Recommendation: Develop a centralized humanitarian response system that can 

be activated in the event of disasters, conflicts, or other crises, with clear protocols for 

coordination, resource allocation, and international collaboration. 

 Justification: A streamlined and unified system will increase the effectiveness and 

speed of the OIC’s humanitarian response efforts, ensuring that member states receive 

the assistance they need in times of crisis. 

6.2 Focus on Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding 

 Recommendation: Prioritize conflict prevention and peacebuilding initiatives 

within OIC member states and regions. This includes supporting mediation efforts, 

peace negotiations, and promoting inclusive governance. 

 Justification: By proactively addressing underlying causes of conflict, the OIC can 

contribute to regional stability and help prevent the escalation of disputes. 

 

10.7 Strategic Engagement with the Global Community 

7.1 Strengthening Partnerships with Other International Organizations 

 Recommendation: Enhance strategic partnerships with global institutions such as 

the United Nations, the World Bank, IMF, World Health Organization (WHO), 

and regional organizations like the African Union (AU) to advocate for common 

global priorities such as climate change, poverty alleviation, and peacebuilding. 

 Justification: Strengthening these relationships will elevate the OIC's influence on 

global issues and help secure resources for initiatives aimed at addressing member 

states' collective needs. 

7.2 Expanding Influence in Global Governance 

 Recommendation: Advocate for increased representation and a more substantial role 

for the OIC in global governance forums, including the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC), the World Trade Organization (WTO), and the G20. 

 Justification: A more significant presence in these international forums will give the 

OIC a stronger voice in shaping global policies, especially those that directly impact 

member states. 

 

10.8 Conclusion: The Path Forward 



The OIC has the potential to evolve into a powerful global entity that not only represents the 

interests of its member states but also plays an essential role in shaping global diplomacy, 

economic development, and social justice. By pursuing the strategic recommendations 

outlined in this chapter, the OIC can overcome its current challenges and enhance its 

effectiveness as a unified voice in international affairs. 

This path forward requires the OIC to continue fostering unity among its members, 

prioritize economic and technological development, and engage in meaningful diplomatic 

actions that reflect the collective interests of the Muslim world. By leveraging its cultural, 

religious, and strategic strengths, the OIC can ensure a prosperous future for its member 

states and contribute significantly to global peace, stability, and development. 

  



10.1 Enhancing Unity and Strategic Planning 

In the pursuit of strengthening its role on the global stage, it is imperative for the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to prioritize unity and strategic planning. As 

an international organization composed of diverse member states, the OIC’s success hinges 

on its ability to reconcile differences, forge consensus, and implement forward-thinking 

strategies that respond to both internal and external challenges. The following 

recommendations are aimed at enhancing unity and fostering a more coherent and effective 

strategic planning process within the OIC. 

 

1.1 Unified Vision and Collective Goals 

 Recommendation: Develop and formalize a shared vision for the future of the OIC 

that transcends regional differences and reflects the collective aspirations of all 

member states. This vision should include a clear set of long-term goals, addressing 

key areas such as economic development, conflict resolution, education, and 

human rights. 

 Action: Organize an OIC summit focused on defining a unified strategic vision that 

is representative of the entire membership. This vision should be crafted through 

inclusive consultations with member states, and its progress should be periodically 

reviewed to ensure alignment with changing global dynamics. 

 Justification: A shared vision will instill a sense of collective purpose and unity 

among OIC member states, ensuring that all countries are working toward common 

objectives. It will also serve as a framework for coordinated action in both political 

and economic spheres. 

 

1.2 Strengthening Internal Governance and Coordination 

 Recommendation: Reform the OIC’s internal governance structures to improve 

decision-making processes, accountability, and coordination between its various 

organs and entities. Streamline and enhance the efficiency of decision-making bodies 

like the Council of Foreign Ministers and OIC General Secretariat. 

 Action: Create a clearer division of responsibilities between OIC institutions to 

prevent duplication of efforts and ensure accountability. Implement a monitoring and 

evaluation system that tracks progress on OIC initiatives and resolutions to ensure 

that they are being executed effectively. 

 Justification: A more efficient and transparent governance structure will ensure that 

the OIC’s plans and initiatives are implemented swiftly and that resources are utilized 

effectively, promoting unity and strengthening the overall credibility of the 

organization. 

 

1.3 Developing Strategic Partnerships and Alliances 



 Recommendation: Foster stronger relationships with regional and international 

organizations that share common objectives with the OIC, including the African 

Union (AU), Arab League, ASEAN, and global institutions such as the United 

Nations and the World Trade Organization (WTO). These alliances should be 

centered on shared goals like peacebuilding, economic cooperation, and 

humanitarian aid. 

 Action: Establish joint task forces or working groups with other global institutions 

to focus on specific issues that align with the OIC’s goals. For example, the OIC 

could collaborate with the UN on humanitarian issues or with the AU on initiatives 

for regional development in Africa. 

 Justification: By building strategic partnerships, the OIC can leverage the resources, 

expertise, and diplomatic influence of these organizations to strengthen its initiatives. 

Multi-lateral collaboration increases the impact and reach of the OIC’s actions and 

enhances its global influence. 

 

1.4 Focused and Coordinated Policy Planning 

 Recommendation: Create a centralized policy planning body within the OIC 

dedicated to formulating long-term strategies and action plans on key issues such as 

economic development, sustainability, security, and global trade. This body would 

be tasked with creating coordinated action plans that are tailored to the needs and 

strengths of individual member states, while promoting regional and global 

integration. 

 Action: Implement strategic foresight techniques to forecast potential challenges 

and opportunities in areas such as technological change, climate change, and 

geopolitical shifts. This body should engage experts from diverse sectors and invite 

stakeholder input from member states on major policy decisions. 

 Justification: A coordinated, forward-thinking approach will enable the OIC to 

proactively address global challenges and position itself as an influential voice in 

shaping international policies. By tailoring plans to the specific needs of member 

states, the OIC can ensure that its policies are both relevant and actionable. 

 

1.5 Strengthening Regional Cooperation within the OIC 

 Recommendation: Establish regional cooperation hubs within the OIC to encourage 

collaboration on issues that are particularly pertinent to certain areas or groups of 

member states. For instance, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region 

could work on shared security and energy issues, while Southeast Asia could focus 

on trade and technology partnerships. 

 Action: Facilitate regional workshops and summits that encourage the exchange of 

best practices, technology, and knowledge sharing across member states. These events 

should be geared toward addressing region-specific issues, creating collaborative 

networks, and fostering inter-regional dialogue. 

 Justification: Regional hubs can help address the diverse challenges faced by 

different parts of the OIC, ensuring that solutions are tailored to specific contexts. 



Regional cooperation also creates a more integrated OIC, which in turn strengthens 

its influence on the global stage. 

 

1.6 Enhancing Member State Commitment and Accountability 

 Recommendation: Introduce stronger commitment mechanisms for member states 

to ensure that they follow through on agreed-upon actions and resolutions. This could 

include a system of peer reviews and periodic assessments to evaluate each 

member’s progress on OIC goals and policies. 

 Action: Set up a performance-based framework that holds member states 

accountable for their contributions to OIC initiatives. This framework could be tied to 

financial contributions, diplomatic support, and active participation in key OIC 

projects. 

 Justification: By fostering accountability, the OIC will ensure that all members are 

equally invested in the success of the organization. This creates a more balanced and 

effective system where each member plays an active role in the organization’s 

progress. 

 

1.7 Enhancing Public Engagement and Communication 

 Recommendation: Improve the public communication strategy of the OIC to raise 

awareness of its work, achievements, and goals among the global public and within 

member states. This includes leveraging social media, traditional media, and public 

relations to promote the OIC’s positive impact on global issues. 

 Action: Launch a public outreach campaign that focuses on the OIC’s contributions 

to peace, development, and humanitarian causes. Use digital platforms and media 

outlets to disseminate information about OIC initiatives, fostering a positive public 

image. 

 Justification: Raising public awareness and engaging with citizens will build support 

for the OIC’s actions, leading to greater trust and cooperation from member states. It 

also increases the organization’s visibility, ensuring that the OIC is seen as a global 

player. 

Conclusion 

Enhancing unity and strategic planning within the OIC is essential for transforming the 

organization into a powerful and cohesive force that can address global challenges and shape 

future development. By focusing on shared vision, internal governance, strategic 

partnerships, and regional cooperation, the OIC can foster a sense of collective purpose 

and ensure that its actions are effectively coordinated and impactful. 

The recommendations in this section provide a roadmap for the OIC to not only address its 

current challenges but also seize the opportunities of the future. With focused efforts on 

enhancing unity and planning, the OIC can play a more significant role in shaping a 

prosperous, stable, and cooperative world for its member states and beyond. 



10.2 Reforming Institutional Frameworks 

To ensure that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) remains a relevant and 

effective entity in addressing the diverse and evolving challenges faced by its member states, 

institutional reforms are essential. Reforming the OIC’s institutional frameworks will 

enhance its decision-making capacity, improve coordination across various organs, and 

ensure that the organization can respond to the dynamic geopolitical, economic, and social 

landscapes of the 21st century. 

The following recommendations aim to overhaul the OIC’s internal structures and 

mechanisms to better address its strategic objectives and improve its operational efficiency. 

 

2.1 Streamlining Decision-Making Processes 

 Recommendation: Revise the decision-making processes within the OIC to ensure 

greater efficiency and speed in responding to urgent matters. This could involve 

delegating more powers to specific bodies within the organization and creating fast-

track mechanisms for issues that require immediate attention. 

 Action: Establish a Central Executive Committee that has the authority to make 

decisions on pressing issues, without waiting for lengthy deliberations by the Council 

of Foreign Ministers or other bodies. This executive body would comprise 

representatives from key member states and would be empowered to take action in 

areas like humanitarian emergencies, security concerns, or urgent diplomatic 

interventions. 

 Justification: A streamlined decision-making process will allow the OIC to respond 

more promptly to crises and take advantage of emerging opportunities. Reducing 

bureaucratic delays will make the OIC more agile and responsive to global events. 

 

2.2 Strengthening the Role of the OIC General Secretariat 

 Recommendation: Enhance the role and functionality of the OIC General 

Secretariat as the central administrative hub for the organization. The Secretariat 

should serve as the primary facilitator of OIC policies and act as a coordination 

center for all member states. 

 Action: Invest in building a professionalized staff with expertise in key areas such as 

diplomacy, trade, economics, human rights, and international law. Additionally, 

create specialized units within the Secretariat to manage specific themes such as 

disaster response, conflict resolution, and education. 

 Justification: By increasing the capacity of the General Secretariat, the OIC can 

improve coordination and ensure that policies are implemented consistently across 

member states. A well-trained Secretariat will help in fostering efficient 

communication, improving the overall execution of the organization’s initiatives. 

 



2.3 Strengthening the OIC Summit Mechanism 

 Recommendation: The OIC Summit is the highest decision-making body within the 

organization, but its effectiveness is often limited by the frequency and complexity of 

its decision-making process. To improve this, the Summit should meet more 

frequently and adopt a more flexible and focused agenda to address emerging 

global and regional challenges. 

 Action: Organize annual OIC Summits, focused on specific thematic areas such as 

security, economic development, or humanitarian aid, rather than waiting for the 

regular meeting cycle. This allows the OIC to respond to urgent geopolitical issues 

or natural disasters in real-time. 

 Justification: Regular summits will improve coordination and keep member states 

actively engaged in OIC activities. These frequent gatherings can serve as platforms 

for leaders to address urgent issues and pursue collective action more efficiently. 

 

2.4 Introducing a Comprehensive Reform of the OIC Charter 

 Recommendation: Review and update the OIC Charter to reflect the organization’s 

evolving priorities and the changing global order. A comprehensive reform of the 

Charter should introduce mechanisms for better accountability, stronger governance 

structures, and an emphasis on collective action. 

 Action: Engage member states in a review process that includes consultations, expert 

input, and contributions from civil society and international observers. This reform 

process should emphasize the clarification of roles and responsibilities for various 

OIC bodies and offer new provisions to improve the OIC’s flexibility in addressing 

contemporary challenges. 

 Justification: A revised Charter will ensure that the OIC’s foundational principles 

align with the current geopolitical environment and enable the organization to operate 

more effectively. A more modernized framework will ensure that the OIC is adaptive 

and able to meet the needs of its member states in the 21st century. 

 

2.5 Empowering Regional and Thematic Subsidiary Bodies 

 Recommendation: Empower the OIC’s regional and thematic subsidiary bodies—

such as the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Islamic Educational, Scientific, and 

Cultural Organization (ISESCO), and OIC Human Rights Commission—to take 

on more leadership in their respective areas. 

 Action: Grant increased autonomy to these bodies to execute their mandates with 

greater flexibility. This could include giving them the ability to initiate programs and 

allocate resources for their projects without requiring approval from the General 

Secretariat or other OIC organs. 

 Justification: Empowering these bodies will enable them to act more 

independently, which will foster greater innovation and more targeted interventions 

in areas such as education, science, human rights, and economic development. 

They can respond more swiftly to the needs of member states and be more agile in 

achieving their objectives. 



 

2.6 Establishing an OIC Dispute Resolution Mechanism 

 Recommendation: Establish a formal dispute resolution mechanism within the OIC 

to address inter-member conflicts, including territorial disputes, economic 

disagreements, or ideological divides. This mechanism could include mediation, 

negotiation, and arbitration services designed to facilitate dialogue and resolve 

tensions between member states. 

 Action: Set up an OIC arbitration body, staffed with legal experts and diplomats, 

that will offer mediation services for member states in dispute. This body would be 

responsible for facilitating peaceful conflict resolution and ensuring that 

disagreements do not escalate into broader regional or global issues. 

 Justification: A formalized dispute resolution mechanism will help reduce tensions 

among OIC members, promote peaceful diplomacy, and strengthen the 

organization’s role as a stabilizing force in the Muslim world. 

 

2.7 Establishing an OIC Secretariat for Human Rights and Humanitarian 

Affairs 

 Recommendation: Given the OIC’s increasing focus on humanitarian issues, the 

creation of a dedicated Secretariat for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs is 

crucial. This Secretariat would oversee initiatives related to human rights protection, 

crisis management, and humanitarian aid across member states. 

 Action: This new Secretariat would coordinate with international humanitarian 

organizations, develop emergency response plans, and provide training on human 

rights laws and best practices for member states. It would also be responsible for 

ensuring the implementation of the OIC's humanitarian protocols and support for 

displaced populations. 

 Justification: With a dedicated Secretariat, the OIC can better coordinate its 

responses to humanitarian crises, advance human rights, and provide timely aid to 

countries in need, enhancing its credibility and effectiveness in international human 

rights and humanitarian issues. 

 

2.8 Fostering Civil Society and Public-Private Partnerships 

 Recommendation: The OIC should enhance its engagement with civil society 

organizations (CSOs) and private sector entities to create a more inclusive and 

innovative framework for policy implementation. Partnerships with CSOs and private 

businesses can bring fresh ideas, additional resources, and a broader reach for OIC 

initiatives. 

 Action: Establish an OIC Civil Society Council that includes representatives from 

NGOs, community leaders, and business representatives from within the OIC 

member states. Additionally, introduce public-private partnership programs in 

sectors like education, healthcare, and economic development. 



 Justification: Collaborating with civil society and the private sector will create a 

more dynamic OIC, one that can draw on a wealth of knowledge and experience 

outside the realm of government institutions. It will also increase the reach and impact 

of the OIC’s initiatives, making them more relevant and effective. 

 

Conclusion 

Reforming the institutional frameworks of the OIC is a critical step toward strengthening its 

role and improving its ability to address the diverse challenges faced by member states. By 

streamlining decision-making processes, enhancing the effectiveness of the General 

Secretariat, empowering regional bodies, and creating new mechanisms for conflict 

resolution, the OIC can become a more efficient, responsive, and influential organization on 

the global stage. These reforms will not only improve the OIC’s internal workings but will 

also increase its capacity to effectively advocate for the collective interests of the Muslim 

world. 

  



10.3 Strengthening Human Capital and Governance 

In order to enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC), it is essential to focus on strengthening human capital and improving 

governance structures within the organization. A well-trained, capable, and motivated 

workforce, alongside robust governance frameworks, will allow the OIC to meet the 

challenges of the 21st century. By investing in human resources, improving leadership, and 

establishing transparent governance mechanisms, the OIC can enhance its credibility, 

increase operational efficiency, and build a stronger foundation for its long-term goals. 

 

3.1 Developing a Skilled Workforce 

 Recommendation: Invest in the recruitment, training, and retention of highly skilled 

professionals to ensure the OIC’s staff possesses the expertise required to address the 

diverse challenges its member states face. 

 Action: Create a talent management program that includes training initiatives, 

leadership development, and opportunities for OIC employees to gain specialized 

skills in fields like international law, diplomacy, conflict resolution, economic 

development, and human rights. Additionally, attract experts from across the 

Islamic world as well as global professionals to foster a diverse knowledge pool. 

 Justification: A skilled and well-trained workforce will lead to more effective 

decision-making, stronger diplomacy, and better management of OIC projects. 

Investing in human capital ensures that the OIC can meet its ambitious goals while 

maintaining high standards of governance and accountability. 

 

3.2 Fostering Leadership Development 

 Recommendation: Strengthen the OIC’s leadership structure by establishing 

programs to develop future leaders within the organization and its member states, 

with a focus on strategic thinking, innovation, and cross-cultural diplomacy. 

 Action: Launch a Leadership Academy within the OIC to provide specialized 

training programs for emerging leaders across member states. The academy could 

offer tailored leadership courses, mentoring opportunities, and internships for 

young professionals to promote leadership diversity within the OIC. 

 Justification: Leadership development ensures that the OIC will have a consistent 

supply of capable individuals who can step into leadership positions, making the 

organization more resilient and responsive to changing global dynamics. Building 

the leadership capacity within the OIC also enhances institutional continuity and 

enables the organization to address long-term challenges. 

 

3.3 Building Organizational Transparency and Accountability 



 Recommendation: Strengthen the OIC’s governance framework to ensure that the 

organization operates with a high level of transparency, accountability, and 

integrity. 

 Action: Establish independent audit and oversight bodies within the OIC, such as an 

Independent Audit Committee or an Ethics Review Board, to regularly assess the 

financial and operational integrity of the organization. These bodies would be 

empowered to provide recommendations for improvements in governance and 

resource management. Additionally, introduce regular public reporting on OIC 

activities and expenditures. 

 Justification: Strong governance structures will increase trust in the OIC among 

member states, civil society, and external stakeholders. Transparency and 

accountability help ensure that resources are allocated efficiently, corruption is 

minimized, and the OIC can fulfill its mandates without impediment. 

 

3.4 Establishing a Code of Ethics and Governance Standards 

 Recommendation: Introduce a Code of Ethics and comprehensive governance 

standards for all OIC employees, leadership, and affiliated organizations to follow. 

 Action: Develop and implement a Code of Ethics that outlines expected professional 

conduct, standards for integrity, and procedures for reporting ethical violations. The 

Code should cover issues such as conflict of interest, financial accountability, anti-

corruption measures, and transparency in decision-making processes. Additionally, 

create training programs to ensure that all staff are familiar with these ethical 

standards. 

 Justification: A Code of Ethics will ensure that the OIC operates with the highest 

standards of professionalism and ethical conduct, fostering an environment of trust 

and accountability within the organization. By adopting internationally recognized 

governance standards, the OIC will improve its reputation and its ability to 

collaborate with other global institutions. 

 

3.5 Encouraging Cross-Cultural and Inter-Organizational Collaboration 

 Recommendation: Promote cross-cultural understanding and inter-organizational 

collaboration within the OIC by encouraging staff and member states to engage in 

joint initiatives, share best practices, and foster a collaborative organizational 

culture. 

 Action: Create programs and forums that bring together leaders and experts from 

diverse member states to work on common projects and initiatives. Organize 

workshops, seminars, and conferences where member states can share ideas and 

innovative solutions to common challenges. Establish partnerships with academic 

institutions and think tanks to encourage collaboration between the OIC and global 

organizations. 

 Justification: Encouraging collaboration across cultures and organizations will 

enable the OIC to leverage the collective expertise of its member states, creating a 

more unified and innovative organization. Cross-cultural cooperation also promotes a 



better understanding of the diverse contexts within the OIC, which can improve 

diplomacy, policy-making, and problem-solving. 

3.6 Strengthening Gender Equality and Inclusivity 

 Recommendation: Ensure that the OIC places a high priority on gender equality and 

inclusivity, promoting greater participation of women and minorities within its ranks 

and decision-making bodies. 

 Action: Set up initiatives to support the recruitment and advancement of women 

and underrepresented groups in key leadership positions. Introduce policies that 

ensure equal representation at all levels within the organization, including in areas of 

decision-making, peacebuilding, and economic development. Additionally, create 

programs to support the empowerment of women in member states, particularly in 

areas such as education, healthcare, and economic participation. 

 Justification: Promoting gender equality and inclusivity within the OIC will 

strengthen the organization’s legitimacy and foster a more equitable environment. It 

will also improve decision-making by ensuring that the perspectives and needs of all 

member states, including marginalized groups, are properly represented. 

 

3.7 Expanding External Partnerships and Leveraging Expertise 

 Recommendation: The OIC should further expand its partnerships with external 

organizations, including international NGOs, UN agencies, global financial 

institutions, and multilateral organizations. By tapping into the knowledge and 

resources of these entities, the OIC can enhance its capacity to tackle challenges more 

effectively. 

 Action: Formalize partnerships with global think tanks, research centers, and 

policy institutes that specialize in areas relevant to the OIC’s mission, such as 

sustainable development, conflict resolution, human rights, and economic 

cooperation. Establish joint projects with these institutions to promote knowledge-

sharing and capacity-building. 

 Justification: By forming strategic partnerships, the OIC can enhance its influence 

on the global stage and improve its ability to respond to complex challenges. These 

external collaborations will also provide access to additional resources, expertise, and 

networks, improving the OIC’s effectiveness in achieving its goals. 

Conclusion 

Strengthening human capital and governance within the OIC is a critical step in ensuring 

the organization can effectively address the complex issues facing its member states and the 

Muslim world. By investing in training, leadership development, transparency, and cross-

cultural collaboration, the OIC can build a more dynamic, inclusive, and resilient 

organization. Moreover, improving its governance framework and ethical standards will 

enhance accountability and credibility, ensuring that the OIC remains a respected and 

influential voice on the global stage. These reforms will pave the way for a more 

empowered, cohesive, and strategically focused OIC capable of achieving its long-term 

vision. 



10.4 Embracing Innovation and Digital Economy 

The rapid evolution of the digital economy and the increasing role of innovation in shaping 

global affairs presents an enormous opportunity for the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC). Embracing digital transformation and fostering a culture of innovation 

within the OIC member states can help the organization address contemporary challenges 

more effectively and leverage emerging technologies to drive economic growth, social 

development, and regional integration. 

In order to remain relevant in an increasingly interconnected world, the OIC must focus on 

creating frameworks for digital innovation, fostering entrepreneurship, and enabling 

technology-driven solutions for a wide range of development needs. This can not only 

enhance intra-OIC collaboration but also elevate the OIC’s position in the global economic 

arena. 

 

4.1 Developing Digital Infrastructure Across Member States 

 Recommendation: Strengthen the digital infrastructure of OIC member states to 

ensure equitable access to technology and internet connectivity. 

 Action: Launch a regional digital infrastructure initiative that targets underserved 

and underdeveloped regions within OIC member states. This could include 

investments in broadband networks, mobile technology, and digital platforms that 

provide access to e-government services, online education, healthcare, and e-

commerce. 

 Justification: Digital infrastructure is the backbone of the modern economy. 

Ensuring that all member states have access to high-quality digital connectivity will 

foster inclusive economic growth, improve social mobility, and bridge the digital 

divide within the OIC. 

 

4.2 Promoting Digital Literacy and Education 

 Recommendation: Promote digital literacy and ensure that citizens across OIC 

member states are equipped with the necessary skills to thrive in the digital economy. 

 Action: Establish digital literacy programs targeting youth, professionals, and 

marginalized groups. Collaborate with educational institutions and tech companies to 

create online courses and certification programs in areas such as coding, data 

science, artificial intelligence (AI), and cybersecurity. 

 Justification: Digital literacy is critical for the future workforce. By equipping 

citizens with essential digital skills, OIC countries will be better prepared to engage in 

the global digital economy and will be able to build a more innovative, competitive, 

and inclusive workforce. 

 

4.3 Supporting Innovation and Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 



 Recommendation: Foster innovation and support the development of 

entrepreneurship ecosystems within OIC member states to drive economic 

transformation and job creation. 

 Action: Create a regional innovation fund that supports startups and SMEs, 

particularly in the fields of technology, renewable energy, fintech, and health tech. 

Establish innovation hubs and incubators in key cities across the OIC to provide 

mentorship, access to capital, and networking opportunities for young entrepreneurs. 

Encourage public-private partnerships (PPP) to create conducive environments for 

startups to thrive. 

 Justification: Encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation can drive economic 

diversification and create high-value jobs, particularly in the tech and knowledge 

sectors. Innovation hubs and startup ecosystems also help the OIC remain 

competitive in the rapidly evolving global economy, especially in emerging 

technologies such as blockchain, AI, and digital currencies. 

 

4.4 Leveraging Artificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies 

 Recommendation: Leverage artificial intelligence (AI), big data, and other 

emerging technologies to address regional challenges and optimize governance and 

development within OIC member states. 

 Action: Develop a regional AI strategy to integrate AI in key sectors like 

agriculture, healthcare, education, and sustainable energy. The strategy should 

focus on supporting member states in building AI capability, ensuring ethical use, 

and encouraging AI-driven public sector innovation. 

 Justification: AI has the potential to revolutionize industries by improving efficiency, 

reducing costs, and enabling new innovations. By embracing these technologies, the 

OIC can not only boost member state development but also position itself as a global 

leader in technological solutions for the global south. 

 

4.5 Digital Financial Services and FinTech Innovation 

 Recommendation: Enhance financial inclusion by promoting digital financial 

services and fintech innovations across OIC member states. 

 Action: Establish a regional fintech consortium to encourage collaboration between 

financial institutions, fintech startups, regulators, and policymakers. Focus on mobile 

banking, digital currencies, blockchain technology, and microfinance to improve 

access to financial services for underserved populations. 

 Justification: Financial inclusion can lead to improved economic empowerment 

and poverty reduction. The OIC has a unique opportunity to lead in digital finance 

and foster innovations that will improve access to credit, insurance, and payment 

systems for underserved populations in member states. 

 

4.6 Strengthening Cybersecurity and Data Protection 



 Recommendation: Ensure cybersecurity is prioritized across OIC member states to 

protect digital infrastructures, data, and individuals’ privacy rights. 

 Action: Develop and implement a regional cybersecurity strategy that includes 

cybersecurity education, creating national cybersecurity frameworks, and 

providing technical assistance to member states. Collaborate with international 

cybersecurity organizations to share best practices and establish common standards 

for data protection. 

 Justification: As the digital economy expands, so does the threat of cyber-attacks and 

data breaches. Strengthening cybersecurity will protect not only the financial and 

governmental systems of OIC countries but also public trust in the digital economy. 

 

4.7 Fostering E-Government and Smart Cities 

 Recommendation: Promote e-government initiatives and the development of smart 

cities in OIC member states to improve public service delivery, governance, and 

sustainable urban development. 

 Action: Launch a smart cities initiative that leverages IoT (Internet of Things), AI, 

and big data to create sustainable urban environments. Promote e-government 

solutions that improve public service accessibility, reduce bureaucratic 

inefficiencies, and increase citizen engagement in the policymaking process. 

 Justification: Smart cities and e-government initiatives can enhance urban 

development and service delivery, making cities more sustainable, livable, and 

efficient. This can also improve public sector governance, reduce corruption, and 

increase overall citizen satisfaction. 

 

4.8 Promoting Cross-Border E-Commerce and Digital Trade 

 Recommendation: Facilitate cross-border e-commerce and digital trade between 

OIC member states to promote intra-OIC economic cooperation and global market 

access. 

 Action: Create a regional digital trade platform that allows businesses in OIC 

member states to access new markets, exchange digital goods and services, and 

streamline logistics and customs processes. Support the development of e-commerce 

regulations, including standards for digital payments, data privacy, and cross-

border shipping. 

 Justification: Digital trade has the potential to unlock vast economic opportunities, 

particularly for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that often lack access to 

global markets. A digital trade platform can help streamline the process, making it 

easier for businesses to engage in cross-border commerce and increase intra-OIC 

trade. 

 

Conclusion 



Embracing innovation and the digital economy presents an exciting opportunity for the OIC 

to accelerate its development goals and foster greater cooperation and integration among its 

member states. By focusing on digital infrastructure, entrepreneurship, AI adoption, and 

financial inclusion, the OIC can unlock new avenues for economic growth, social 

development, and regional cooperation. These efforts will not only position the OIC as a 

leader in the digital economy but also ensure that its member states are prepared to thrive in 

an increasingly interconnected and technology-driven global economy. 

  



10.5 Aligning with Global Peace and SDG Agendas 

The global landscape is increasingly shaped by a collective commitment to achieving 

sustainable development, fostering global peace, and promoting human rights. The United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a comprehensive framework for 

addressing the world's most pressing challenges. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC), as a prominent international body representing Muslim-majority countries, has a 

unique opportunity to align its efforts with the SDGs and contribute to global peace 

initiatives. This alignment not only strengthens the OIC’s global standing but also reinforces 

the moral and ethical leadership of its member states in promoting peace, stability, and 

sustainable development in the global south. 

 

5.1 Supporting Global Peace and Security 

 Recommendation: Actively contribute to global peace initiatives and conflict 

resolution processes, with a specific focus on regions where OIC member states have 

a strategic interest or influence. 

 Action: The OIC should play a more proactive role in peacebuilding by strengthening 

its diplomatic channels, engaging with the United Nations (UN), and collaborating 

with international peace organizations. This includes efforts to resolve inter-state 

conflicts, sectarian violence, and civil wars in regions such as Syria, Yemen, and 

Palestine, where many OIC countries have vested interests. 

 Justification: The OIC has a unique ability to mediate conflicts within the Muslim 

world, advocating for dialogue, reconciliation, and peaceful resolution. A focus on 

peace aligns with global priorities for conflict prevention and peaceful societies 

under the SDGs. 

 

5.2 Promoting Human Rights and Social Justice 

 Recommendation: Prioritize the promotion of human rights, equality, and social 

justice across all OIC member states, ensuring alignment with the SDGs, particularly 

Goal 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions) and Goal 10 (Reduced Inequality). 

 Action: Develop a regional human rights framework that supports the rights of 

marginalized groups, refugees, and minorities, while also working towards 

eliminating discrimination based on gender, ethnicity, and religion. The OIC can 

collaborate with UN bodies to monitor and support the implementation of human 

rights standards. 

 Justification: Aligning with the SDG agenda will enhance the OIC’s commitment to 

human dignity and equality, fostering a more just and inclusive society within 

member states and on the global stage. It will also enhance the OIC's credibility in 

advocating for human rights in global forums. 

 

5.3 Advancing Education for Sustainable Development 



 Recommendation: Expand education initiatives across OIC member states, ensuring 

alignment with SDG 4 (Quality Education) by focusing on improving access to 

education, promoting gender equality, and fostering skills for sustainable 

livelihoods. 

 Action: OIC should create a regional education network to share best practices in 

education for sustainable development, especially focusing on improving access to 

quality education in remote and conflict-affected areas. This could involve 

increased investment in technical education, vocational training, and STEM 

programs aimed at equipping youth with the skills needed to address current and 

future challenges. 

 Justification: Education is at the heart of sustainable development and peacebuilding. 

By focusing on quality education and lifelong learning, the OIC can help create a 

new generation of leaders who are equipped to contribute to sustainable economic 

development and peace. 

 

5.4 Addressing Climate Change and Promoting Environmental Sustainability 

 Recommendation: Take a leadership role in climate change mitigation and 

adaptation by supporting the SDGs on climate action (SDG 13) and promoting 

environmental sustainability across member states. 

 Action: The OIC should implement collective climate action plans that focus on 

reducing carbon emissions, increasing renewable energy adoption, and 

protecting natural ecosystems. The OIC can work with the UN Climate Change 

Framework Convention (UNFCCC) and international partners to address shared 

environmental challenges such as water scarcity, desertification, and deforestation. 

 Justification: OIC member states are home to some of the most climate-vulnerable 

regions in the world, with many countries facing water shortages, rising temperatures, 

and desertification. By embracing climate action, the OIC can help build resilience 

against climate change, foster sustainable development, and protect future 

generations. 

 

5.5 Promoting Economic and Social Development 

 Recommendation: Encourage inclusive economic growth by aligning OIC 

development agendas with SDGs 1 (No Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), and SDG 

8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) to reduce poverty, enhance food security, 

and promote sustainable livelihoods. 

 Action: Initiate multi-sectoral development projects that focus on tackling poverty 

and hunger, improving healthcare access, creating employment opportunities, and 

ensuring economic inclusion for marginalized populations, particularly in rural and 

underserved areas. This could include expanding microfinance, improving access to 

financial services, and promoting sustainable agriculture. 

 Justification: Alleviating poverty and promoting economic opportunities are 

fundamental to achieving peace and stability. By aligning with the SDGs, the OIC can 

help improve the quality of life for millions in member states while contributing to 

broader global objectives. 



 

5.6 Strengthening Global Partnerships for Sustainable Development 

 Recommendation: Build strategic partnerships with international organizations, 

financial institutions, and development agencies to advance the SDGs and create 

synergies in areas such as peacebuilding, sustainable development, healthcare, and 

education. 

 Action: OIC member states should actively engage in global partnerships with 

institutions such as the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), World 

Bank, World Health Organization (WHO), and other development actors. This 

could include co-financing development projects, sharing knowledge, and 

facilitating technology transfer for sustainable development solutions. 

 Justification: Global challenges such as poverty, climate change, and conflict require 

collective action. Through partnerships, the OIC can amplify its efforts and 

resources to achieve shared goals, while aligning with the SDG agenda and 

promoting a more peaceful and prosperous world. 

 

Conclusion 

Aligning with the global SDG agenda and promoting global peace is a strategic imperative 

for the OIC. By focusing on peacebuilding, human rights, education, climate action, and 

economic development, the OIC can enhance its role in global governance and contribute to 

sustainable development worldwide. This alignment will strengthen the reputation of OIC 

member states, foster greater regional cooperation, and position the OIC as a key player in 

advancing global peace and sustainable development goals. Through shared commitment, 

OIC countries can work together to overcome common challenges and create a more just, 

sustainable, and peaceful world. 

  



10.6 Roadmap for a Resilient and Relevant OIC 

In an ever-evolving geopolitical and socio-economic landscape, the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) must navigate the complexities of regional and global challenges while 

ensuring its relevance, resilience, and capacity to lead effectively. A strategic roadmap is 

essential to align the OIC with the changing demands of member states and the broader 

international community. This roadmap must focus on institutional reform, strategic unity, 

global partnerships, and effective leadership. The following steps outline a path for the 

OIC to strengthen its position and adapt to the future. 

 

10.6.1 Institutional Reform for Effectiveness and Efficiency 

 Action: Reform the institutional frameworks of the OIC to ensure greater 

efficiency, responsiveness, and accountability. This includes streamlining decision-

making processes, reducing bureaucratic inefficiencies, and empowering key 

institutions such as the General Secretariat and Specialized Agencies. 

 Steps: 

o Establish a centralized coordination mechanism that enhances collaboration 

among OIC’s various organs. 

o Implement a transparent accountability system for financial management 

and decision-making to increase confidence in the OIC’s operations. 

o Ensure the representation and participation of all member states, especially 

smaller and less economically developed countries, in key decisions and 

strategic planning. 

 Justification: By reforming its internal structures, the OIC can improve operational 

efficiency and strengthen its ability to act swiftly and decisively, making it a more 

resilient and effective organization in the face of global challenges. 

 

10.6.2 Enhancing Unity and Collective Action 

 Action: Strengthen internal unity among OIC member states by fostering a sense of 

shared purpose and collective action. Address internal divisions, whether they are 

political, religious, or economic, and focus on common goals, such as economic 

development, peace, and security. 

 Steps: 

o Organize regular summits and dialogues to discuss key issues such as 

security, development, and regional cooperation. 

o Create regional working groups to address common challenges in areas like 

climate change, trade, and humanitarian aid, ensuring that all members 

contribute to solution-building. 

o Establish a consensus-driven approach to decision-making, where the 

diverse voices of member states are heard, respected, and integrated into the 

OIC’s policies. 



 Justification: By focusing on unity and collective action, the OIC can overcome 

sectarian and political divisions, making it a more powerful force for global change 

and a more credible actor in international diplomacy. 

 

10.6.3 Strengthening Economic and Trade Integration 

 Action: Establish a robust framework for economic integration and trade 

cooperation among OIC member states to create a more unified and resilient 

economic bloc. 

 Steps: 

o Accelerate the implementation of the OIC Trade Preferential System (TPS-

OIC) to encourage inter-member trade and remove barriers to commerce 

within the OIC region. 

o Promote joint ventures and investment opportunities within key sectors 

such as technology, energy, and infrastructure to enhance economic 

collaboration. 

o Establish financial mechanisms such as a dedicated OIC development bank 

to finance cross-border initiatives in areas such as infrastructure, health, and 

education. 

 Justification: Strengthening economic integration will not only boost the economic 

resilience of member states but also reduce dependency on external actors, allowing 

the OIC to have a stronger collective bargaining position in global negotiations. 

 

10.6.4 Building Strategic Global Partnerships 

 Action: Enhance the OIC’s external engagement by building strategic partnerships 

with key global and regional actors, such as the United Nations, the European 

Union, and emerging economies like China and India. 

 Steps: 

o Actively participate in global forums such as the G20 and World Economic 

Forum to increase OIC visibility and influence in global decision-making. 

o Form alliances with organizations focused on global development such as the 

World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and International Labour 

Organization to foster joint development programs. 

o Engage in peacebuilding and humanitarian efforts by collaborating with 

organizations like the Red Cross and World Health Organization on conflict 

resolution and public health initiatives. 

 Justification: By forging partnerships with key global institutions and actors, the OIC 

can leverage resources, gain access to global policy discussions, and improve its 

capacity to address international challenges effectively. 

 

10.6.5 Embracing Technology and Innovation 



 Action: Promote digital transformation and technological innovation to create a 

more competitive and future-ready OIC. Embracing technology will also ensure 

that member states are equipped to face modern challenges such as cybersecurity, 

artificial intelligence, and economic digitalization. 

 Steps: 

o Invest in digital infrastructure across OIC countries to improve connectivity, 

e-commerce, and digital public services. 

o Foster collaboration on scientific research and technological innovation by 

creating OIC-wide innovation hubs, which could focus on areas such as 

clean energy, smart cities, and artificial intelligence. 

o Create a Digital OIC Network to facilitate information exchange, research 

collaboration, and capacity building in emerging technologies. 

 Justification: Digital transformation will position OIC member states as leaders in 

the global digital economy, ensuring economic growth and job creation while 

addressing the challenges of the 21st century. 

 

10.6.6 Expanding Humanitarian Efforts and Crisis Response 

 Action: Strengthen OIC’s role as a leader in humanitarian assistance and crisis 

response across the Muslim world and beyond. The OIC must act swiftly and 

effectively during natural disasters, conflict situations, and humanitarian crises to 

maintain its moral and diplomatic credibility. 

 Steps: 

o Establish a centralized OIC humanitarian fund to provide immediate relief 

during crises, focusing on food, water, shelter, and healthcare. 

o Develop humanitarian partnerships with UN agencies, NGOs, and local 

organizations to coordinate disaster response and recovery efforts. 

o Build a robust early-warning system for potential humanitarian crises in 

vulnerable regions and develop response frameworks for rapid mobilization. 

 Justification: Strengthening humanitarian efforts will reinforce the OIC’s reputation 

as a moral and humanitarian leader and enhance its ability to support the most 

vulnerable communities, fostering long-term peace and development. 

 

Conclusion 

The roadmap for a resilient and relevant OIC requires a comprehensive approach that 

prioritizes unity, reform, innovation, and global engagement. By strengthening 

institutional frameworks, fostering economic integration, embracing technological 

advancements, and committing to global peace and sustainable development, the OIC can 

secure its position as a leading force in global affairs. This proactive, strategic path will 

ensure that the OIC remains a dynamic and influential organization, capable of responding to 

both internal challenges and global opportunities. 
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